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RAAF FAC TRAINING

22 AUG 66

RAAF AIR SUPPORT UNIT

No 23 AIR SUPPORT COURSE
9 SEP 66 WILLIAMTOWN (ASUV)

Air Support Unit was a forerunner to the Joint Warfare
Centre and was established to train all Services in
cooperative warfare.

8 MAY 67 8 /67 GROUND LIAISON OFFICER COURSE
RAAF AIR SUPPORT UNIT

WILLIAMTOWN (ASUV) 6 /67 FORWARD AIR CONTROLLER

19 MAY 67 COURSE

This was a follow on to the Air Support Course done in
Aug 66. It introduced the concept of ground and airborne
Forward Air Control of aircraft and artillery in support of
land forces.

The FAC course consisted of a Ground Phase (Fighter
control and Artillery Observer) and an Airborne Phase
(operating from a WINJEEL with a Smoke Marker carrier).

WINJEEL FAC TRAINER

The training was relatively new to all participants (even
though the technique had its origin in the Korean conflict).

Note:

| was warned of a posting to Vietham as a Forward Air Controller in Nov 67. | was not
selected in the early batches due to Mirage and Mirage FCI course commitments.

In this period, many fighter pilots (including myself) were put on warning for F-111
conversion. However, the delays in the F-111 program saw that posting cancelled - |
was on USAF Exchange at Nellis AFB, NEV when RAAF pilots finally picked up the F-
111 in 1972.

1970 VIETNAM - Barry SCHULZ, AFC Page 2



MY VIETNAM WAR DIARY
FLGOFF Barry SCHULZ, AFC

1910

17 FEB 69 RAAF BUTTERWORTH

MALAYSIA MIRAGE FCI

23JANT0

19th TACTICAL
AIR SUPPORT SQUADRON O-2A FAC

REP of SOUTH VIETNAM (19 TASS) 0-2A FCI

O-2A IP
(HQ AFV) BIEN HOA

HEADQUARTERS
AUSTRALIAN FORCES

24 JAN 70

24 SEP 70

In December 69, | was posted to HQ Australia Forces Vietham as a Forward Air
Controller (FAC), attached to the USAF 504 TASG, 19 TASS, Bien Hoa.

| departed RAAF BUTTERWORTH by RAAF C-130 to VUNG TAU, VIETNAM on 24
January 1970.

| returned to RAAF BUTTERWORTH by RAAF C-130 on 18 September 1970.
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JADE 07 - VIETNAM DAIRY
(24 JANUARY 1970 - 18 SEPTEMBER 1970)

FLYING OFFICER BARRY M SCHULZ RAAF
GDPLT 044090
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The following is a day-to-day Diary of my Vietnam posting

| was assigned by the USAF to the JADE FAC unit at Vung Tau Army Air
Base. This unit supported the 1t Australian Task Force based at Nui Dat in
the Province of Phuoc Tuy. Also, in support from Vung Tau were No 9
Squadron (UH-1H helicopters) and No 38 Squadron (Caribou transport) and
their supporting elements.

JADE FACs were accommodated in an old French Hotel occupied by USAF
in downtown Vung Tau. We later moved onto Vung Tau Base US Army
barracks. We normally ate at the US Army Mess or at the RAAF Mess on
Vung Tau Base.

We normally flew six days followed by one day off. On my free days | did the
tourist thing around Vung Tau (a relatively safe area) or, more often, flew with
the RAAF UH-1H helicopters or Australian Army Sioux helicopters on their
missions, enabling me to monitor the development of the in-experienced
FACs under my instruction.

| often stayed at the Army pilots’ tent-line quarters at Nui Dat. Unfortunately, there was a 105 mm
artillery Battery located adjacent and frequently they fired directly over our heads - you could feel
the tent collapse and fill with air as the round went overhead,; just as you were suddenly awakened
from a beery stupor!

The Army pilots had a few party tricks - like stopping an overhead fan with your head (lots of blood
with that one), the infamous 3-man lift (where new-guys were tricked into being part of the lifted
weight that one guy was to lift; this amounted to two guys holding your legs and arms down while
cold water / beer was emptied into your nether regions!), and the merits of the steel VB can versus
the BUDWEISER ‘aluminum’ can when demonstrating the forehead beer can crush trick - more
blood!

Being based at RAAF Base Butterworth, | was able to get two one-week R&R periods off,
travelling on RAAF C-130.

Weather was normally good but, during the wet monsoon period it became problematic
sometimes.
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Video summations of the USAF air war or of Forward Air Controlling in Vietnam, the
following web sites are recommended.

Additionally, there is a whole series on different USAF aircraft supporting the Vietham
conflict.

Note: | flew the Cessna O-2A

CESSNA 0-2 FAC - YouTube

FORWARD AIR CONTROLLERS IN VIETNAM - YouTube

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0dpKxQaOzvw&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60QjMb9RKH10

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b npQTdoGVA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MKQngOuW10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75EjU3 dFlY&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sd7G9SpcGijl

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4EpN9xsGms

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87EF-41IDawWuU

Bing Videos

Overview of O-2A Operations in Vietnam (video link)

http://uploads.worldlibrary.net/uploads/pdf/20121013023626mosquitoes to wolves pdf

https://www.fac-assoc.org/war-stories.html
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https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=CESSNA+0-2+FAC
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=FORWARD+AIR+CONTROLLERS+IN+VIETNAM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odpKxQaOzvw&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QjMb9RKH1o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_npQTdoGvA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MKQnqOuW10
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MKQnqOuW10
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=Airstrike+Vietnam&&mid=62B02EC6EA8B38DB808062B02EC6EA8B38DB8080&&FORM=VRDGAR
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3i_Y9ovHAj8

JADE FAC VIETNAM
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O-2A FAC AIRCRAFT - THE ‘OSCAR DEUCF’

In 1966, the USAF commissioned the CESSNA Aircraft Company to
build a military variant of the CESSNA 337 Skymaster to replace
the Cessna O-1 Bird Dog.

The CESSNA 337 was a low-cost twin-engine piston-powered
” aircraft, with one engine mounted in the nose of the aircraft and a
i second engine mounted in the rear of the fuselage. The push-pull
conflguratlon provided centreline thrust, allowing simpler operation than the low-wing mounting of
most twin-engine light aircraft, and allowed a high wing to be used, providing clear observation
below and behind the aircraft.

Proposed modifications made for military operations included seating for a pilot and observer,
installation of view panels in the doors (for improved ground observation); installation of flame-
retardant foam in the wing-mounted fuel tanks (slightly increasing weight, and reducing maximum
fuel capacity by 3%); installation of Mil-spec communication and navigation equipment and
antennas; removal of propeller spinners; increased gross weight (from 4,400 Ib 5,400 Ib), with
component strengthening as required to support the increase; and removal of interior upholstery.

The Cessna 337 was transformed into the inexpensive and versatile O-2A (also known as the
‘Oscar Deuce)). It was purchased by the USAF in 1967. The first O-2A flew in January 1967, and
the plane went into production shortly thereafter, with the USAF taking delivery in March 1967.

Performance (especially at cruising altitudes) was degraded due to the added antennas and
significant weight increase, but was considered sufficient for the anticipated low-level operation.

The unique fore and aft engine layout and twin tail booms gave the O-2A a distinctive
appearance.

The upper wing surfaces of the O-2A were painted white so that they could be seen against the
jungle canopy by other aircraft.

Two engines provided a definite advantage over the single engine O-1, but at heavy operating
weights and high temperature conditions, O-2A performance with an engine-out could be a
problematic (but still better than engine-out performance in the O-1!). Because of the
aerodynamics of a pusher propeller, the O-2A performed better on the rear engine alone than
on the front engine alone.

Power plant: 2 x 210 HP - Continental 10-360-GB
Wingspan: 12m
Length: 9m
Height: 3 m
Wing area: 19 m?
Empty weight: 1250 kg
Gross weight: 2105 kg
Max speed: 190K
Cruise speed: 125K
Ceiling: 19,300
Range: 1200 km
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The most significant modification of the civilian CESSNA 337 to the O-2A was the addition of
armament.

The O-2A had a gunsight. The gunsight was not really needed - a
grease pencil mark on the windshield was just as accurate for aiming
a WP marking rocket (as used by the right-seat instructor).

Glass panels in the lower starboard door and forward fuselage
enhanced visibility.

Under-wing pylons were installed, to carry rockets, flares, and other ordnance to designate targets
for air strikes.

The O-2A was used for forward air control, reconnaissance, target identification, fighter control,
artillery adjustment, battle damage assessment, air-to-ground coordination, and communications.
In-service modifications gave O-2As the capability to carry light weapons, such as HE rockets,
bombs, and mini-guns.

The O-2A could carry a selection of offensive weapons, including the
7.62 mm Minigun pod, but the normal load was two LAU-59/A rocket
pods with seven 2.75" FFAR (Folding Fin Aerial Rockets) each.

These rockets could be armed with a variety of explosive warheads,
but White Phosphorus (WP or ‘Willie Pete’) heads were normally
carried.

On impact, the WP round exploded with a highly visible puff of white smoke which made it useful
for marking targets for attacking fighters, particularly in jungle canopy.

An armament control panel and a gun sight were added to the instrument panel to complete the
offensive armament suite.

Another change from the civilian model was the additional of an enhanced communications and
navigation suite on the O-2A.

The aircraft carried four radios: a UHF set for coordination with tactical aircraft; two FM radios to
communicate the troops on the ground and a VHF radio used to communicate with our tactical
air control party (TACP) for requesting air support, clearing targets for strikes and other command
and control functions.

Successfully working all these radios while conducting close air support missions was the
hallmark of a good FAC.
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O0-2A REAR RADIO RACK

The navigation suite consisted of Tactical Air Navigation (TACAN),

. VHF Omni Range (VOR) and low frequency Automatic Direction

Finder (ADF) sets, and a IFF transponder. These and other black
boxes whose function | did not know were mounted in a rack
occupying a large portion of the passenger compartment behind the
pilot.

The accompanying photo shows the bulk of this Mil-spec
equipment. It also was heavy which contributed to the less than
stellar performance of the O-2A.

ENTRANCE DOOR (RIGHT SIDE).

Most pilots who had flown the O-1 prior to the O-2A felt that the only
drawback of the ‘Oscar Deuce’ was the configuration of the
windows. Having the pilot seated on the left side of the aircraft
rather than the centreline limited visibility from the cockpit of the
0-2A.

The extra glazing on the right door and forward fuselage was an attempt to improve visibility to
the right, but it was not very effective, particularly when carrying crew in the right seat.

As aresult, O-2A FACs tended to prefer left turns for better visibility, a dangerous habit to develop
in combat. Also, the main window on the port side of the aircraft did not open. This did not help
ventilation in the cockpit and made it harder to hear ground fire. The USAF attempted to develop
a tandem seat O-2A with a narrower fuselage, but the effort never proceeded beyond the mock-

up stage.

ORIGINAL PILOT'S
SIDE WINDOW

The small size of the pilot's side window
on the original made it difficult to keep
fighters in sight while working a target in
the preferred left turn.

Later versions of the O-2A featured an
enlarged window on the left side to
improve visibility above and in a turn,
but it still did not open.

IMPROVED PILOT'S
SIDE WINDOW

Escape from the cockpit by parachute was problematic!

The O-2A would eventually be replaced in the Forward Air Control (FAC) mission by the
OV-10 Bronco, the A-37 Dragonfly, and those would be replaced, in turn, by the A-10 Thunderbolt

After the Vietham War, the O-2A continued to operate with both USAF and Air National Guard
units into the late 1980s. During its production run, 544 O-2As were built.
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http://www.kiwiaircraftimages.com/pages/wigfac2.html

A FORWARD AIR CONTROLLERS OFFICE

PERSONAL FLYING GEAR

NOMEX FLYING SUIT
NOMEX GLOVES
BOOTS

BALLISTIC
HELMET

PARACHUTE
JUNGLE TREE ESCAPE KIT

(BROWN UNDERWEAR!)

BIG BAG FULL OF TACTICAL MAPS
GREASE PENCILS & RAG

PERSONAL WEAPONS

r

A §
g TP

FOLDING BUTT
M-15 RIFLE
2 w MAGAZINES

RAAF 9 mum PISTOL
2 w MAGAZINES

SURVIVAL KNIFE
‘.. this iy v knife’

‘if
7117 TGN

BARRY SCHULZ
CAPT KANGARQD

AIRCRAFT RADIOS

VHF
VHF-FM 1
VHF-FM 2

UHF

ADF

TACAN

MONITORED 5 AT ALL TIMES

WORKED AT LEAST 3 AT A TIME DURING FAC/
VR MISSIONS

PERSONAL SURVIVAL VEST

DISTRESS BEACON / RADIO
SIGNALLING DEVICES
FIRST AID KIT
RATIONS
WATER
MAPS
COMPASS
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AIRCRAFT WEAPONS
14 xHE /[ 2.75” MARKING ROCKETS
6 HAND THROWN SMOKE GRENADES
2 v 210 HP ENGINES WORTH OF NOISE!
(NOISE WAS A PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSET -

KEEPING THE ENEMY’S HEAD DOWN - A
POSITIVE TACTIC SOMETIMES!)
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FAC ROLES

Rules of Engagement

‘Rules of Engagement were directives issued by a competent military authority that
delineate the circumstances and limitations under which forces will initiate and/or
continue combat engagement with other forces encountered.’

The Rules of Engagement (ROE) used during the war in Southeast Asia continue to be one of
the most controversial aspects of that conflict. ROE are intended to reduce the chance of friendly
fire incidents and recognize international law regarding the conduct of war, particularly the need
to protect civilians, but in Vietham they became a political tool as well. The restrictions these
rules placed on commanders and individual fighting men became a frustrating and costly example
of micromanagement taken to the highest level.

Tactical Air Control System (TACS)

The Tactical Air Control System (TACS)
was how the senior Air Force
commander in Southeast Asia was able
to plan, direct and control tactical air
operations, and coordinate air
[ 1 operations with other services. The
lmml IHDASCM basc a] [1roasc] Ilvmscl TACS consisted of control agencies and
2 TACPS T mps communications - electronics facilities
@ sttt AxCank Pt which  provided the means for
& centralized control and decentralized
execution of missions.

USMACY

Tactical Air Control Party (TACP)

As utilized in South Vietnam, a subordinate operational component of the Tactical Air Control
System designed to provide air liaison functions and coordination for the control of aircraft
consisted of ALOs, FACs, radio operators and their equipment.

The Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) provided an Air Force communications system down to the
battalion level.

At the head of the team is an Air Liaison Officer (ALO) who is a key member of the ground
commander's staff. The ALO attends the ground commander's meetings, briefs on air activity in
the area, and advises on the use and capabilities of tactical airpower. Additionally, the ALO is a
senior FAC and supervised the FACs in the TACP. These FACs were Air Force pilots who
perform several vital missions from their airborne positions in light observation aircraft. They
maintained close contact with local ground forces, helped keep ground units linked by providing
timely airborne radio links, direct airstrikes, provide Bomb Damage Assessment (BDA) reports,
and performed valuable visual reconnaissance during daily patrols of their sector.
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The TACPs are located with the ground units down to the battalion level and provide the link from
the Army commander to the DASC [Direct Air Support Centre] for acquisition of supporting
airpower.

Direct Air Support Centre (DASC)

A subordinate operational component of the Tactical Air Control System was designed for control
and direction of close air support and other direct air support operations; it is under the operational
control of a tactical air control or tactical air direction centre and was normally located near the
command post of the supported ground unit.

VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE

Visual reconnaissance (VR) is a core mission of the Forward Air Controller (FAC). Whether
serving as the airborne eyes for the ground commander, searching for transportation and supply
targets or gathering routine intelligence information, the basic VR process - look, identify, report
- became the role around which all other missions revolved.

This required hours and hours flying over the varied terrain of the Area of Operations (AO) -
coastal lowlands, rivers and sea coast, rice paddies, multiple-canopy mountain forest - looking for
changes in the normal patterns of activity. These variations could include indications of new or
heavier foot or vehicular traffic, changes in local activity patterns, or evidence of new construction,
digging or attempts at camouflage.

VR areas of operations were normally directed to allocated grid squares of say, 2 x 5 km and
specific to general targets of interest; eg, tracks, bunkers etc.

The biggest challenge in the information-gathering process was separating the unusual from the
routine.

Special Air Service (SAS) areas of operations were sensitive. Air operations over their location
could be dangerous for their clandestine patrols by bringing attention to a specific area. However,
FACs became their first point of contact when under threat to request extraction or support. Often
this would come as a whispered radio call over their FM radio.

Accurate air navigation over jungle terrain was therefore critical because, unless known
accurately, airstrikes, gunship or artillery could not be used. Friendly locations were always
identified using coloured smoke during CAS.

FAC VR was preferably conducted in company with a Light Observation Helicopter (LOH) as the
‘eyes’ of the FAC. The LOH operated at extreme low-level where small details and tell-tales could
be observed. They were of course very vulnerable to ground fire and were tasked in a minimal
hostile environment where possible.

In the JADE AO this LOH role was performed by Australian Army 161 Reconnaissance Squadron
Sioux helicopters; callsign ‘Possum’. | often flew with ‘Possum’ when | had free time; for the
experience and, to observe the performance of my FAC trainees at work!
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CLOSE AIR SUPPORT

Aircraft in support of CAS operations ranged from fighters with a ground attack capability (A-1,
A-37, F-100, F-4, A-4) and dedicated bomber aircraft (B-52, RAAF Canberra). Other supporting
aircraft were helicopter gunships using HE rockets (2.75” HE and 5” HE Zuni rockets) and 7.62
mm machine guns). Larger fire support aircraft; C-47 ‘Spooky’ gunships (7.62 mm Gatling
machine guns), C-119 ‘Shadow’ and ‘Stinger’ (7.62 mm and 20 mm Gatling guns) and C-130
‘Stinger 11’ gunships (25 mm Gatling gun, a 40 mm Bofors cannon, and a 105 mm howitzer) were
formidable platforms. Night operations were conducted using self-dropped flares and target
marking-logs or, from artillery flares.

0O-1, O-2A, and OV-10 FAC aircraft used 2.75” FFAR rockets - generally only White Phosphorous
(WP) marking rockets (HE armed rockets were available) and 7.62 mm machine guns (OV-10).

Close Air Support (CAS) missions were probably the most demanding flown by FACs in Southeast
Asia.

Working a troops-in-contact (TIC) situation required the airborne FAC to coordinate with the
ground commander, strike aircraft and command and control agencies on three different radios
(UHF for fighters, VHF for command and control and FM for the ground troops).

While doing this, he had to maintain visual contact with the friendly forces and attacking aircraft,
and locate and mark targets and avoid hostile ground fire.

At times there were mismatches between the tactical situation and the ordnance available on the
fighter.

The Rules of Engagement were always there to guide you, but when the chips were down,
common sense and your gut always were the best guides.

The knowledge that you were directing the use of deadly munitions near friendly forces whose
lives depended on you was a constant motivator.

Throw in mountainous terrain, smoke, bad weather and darkness, and a normally demanding
mission would become even more challenging. No two missions were ever the same.

Close Air Support Role

CAS missions are flown in proximity to friendly forces and require integration of the air assets with
the fire and manoeuvre of ground commanders.

In the eyes of the ground commander, the most significant of these missions are support of
engaged forces, helicopter landing zone preparation, pre-strike troop airlift cover, and road
convoy escort.

Because of intermingling of friendly forces, local population, and enemy forces, all strikes in the
RVN required approval by a province chief or higher RVN authority.

For normal operations, this approval was usually granted in advance to ground commanders for
their areas of responsibility. This advance approval helped to minimize delays in processing
requests for CAS to engage forces.
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Typical tasking of these forces often provided over 300 pre-planned sorties daily. Pre-planned
and immediate sorties typically totalled over 12,000 monthly in direct support of ground
commanders.

Pre-planned Strikes

Pre-planned requests for air support originated with the ground commanders, based on their plan
of manoeuvre. Requests may have originated at any level, but were approved up the chain of
command to corps level.

The Vietnamese Province Chief approved each request. In many cases, the ground commanders
were granted advance approval for a specific area. In the ARVN structure, the Province Chief
examined requests from his various districts and forwarded those he approved to Corps.

Approved requests for US support, listed in order of priority, were forwarded by the US advisors
to the higher authority for final authority for approving requests and assigning priorities, guided by
overall requirements. The CAS tasks were allocated to USAF, USMC, and, when available, USN
aircraft. The execution of these tasks was planned, directed, and controlled through the selected
Air Operations authorities.

The targets passed were a task to be satisfied within the limits of aircraft available. The
requirements were passed to the Strike Plans Branch in the TACC where they were matched with
aircraft available for the following day. The strike planners then prepared the orders which tasked
the fighter wings with the missions.

Typical Pre-planned CAS Strike

A typical Army-requested pre-planned strike might start at the battalion level. The brigade may
be planning a search-and-clear operation and a battalion commander needs an air strike for
Landing Zone (LZ) preparation for a helicopter assault. The Brigade ALO had reconnoitred the
LZ area to determine the most effective ordnance for the mission. In selecting the ordnance, the
ALO considered such factors as the area to be covered, the nature of the terrain, the tree trunk
size, and the type and density of the canopy.

In some cases, it was the ALO who recommended to the ground commander that an air strike be
requested for a specific purpose.

The Brigade Commander could also have several other air strike requests for the following day.
For each request, the grid coordinates, desired ordnance, Time on Target (TOT), latest TOT, a
brief target description, and desired results were listed. The requests were then numbered in
order of priority and sent to Division. As the request was forwarded, it was examined by the ALO
at each level.

The original Battalion request for an LZ preparation air strike was still high on the consolidated
list sent for approval. The request, along with others for the next day, were forwarded to the Strike
Plans Branch of the TACC. The strike planners determined the number and type of aircraft, the
ordnance, TOT, and rendezvous point with the FAC for each strike.
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The Strike Plans Branch then consolidated the pre-planned strikes into the daily order and sent it
to all involved agencies. The DASC passed the information to the Division ALOs who radioed the
targets to the various FACS. In this way, the FAC learned during the early evening what pre--
planned strikes he would be directing the next day.

A Fragmentary Order (Frag) is an abbreviated form of an Operation Order, usually issued on a
day-to-day basis that eliminates the need for restating information contained in a basic operations
order. It may be issued in sections. Fragmentary orders are often necessary due to enemy action

The Frag was received by the tasked aircraft wings the evening before the strikes and the aircraft
were armed with the specified munitions.

On the day of the mission, the FAC takes off, calls the TACP advising that he is airborne, and that
he is on the way to the target. The FAC also determines if there had been any change in the
Time-on-Target (TOT), grid coordinates, etc. He checks with weather, for information on artillery
fire to clear himself and to plan a safe approach for the strike aircratft.

He may have also requested detailed target description. The
4 original request may have been only in general terms and provided
olo © a six-digit (100 m square) grid location.

N [

3 g ©
E _ . o) The FAC can place the target much more precisely if he can get a
R 6‘5 2 specific target description, such as, ‘250 meters north of the white
boulder upstream from the fording site.’

Under no circumstances, was the numerical grid given in the clear earlier than one hour before
TOT; if possible, not more than 20 minutes before TOT was preferable.

In some cases, the FAC may have had to be given the call sign and frequency of a company
commander far out in the ‘boonies’ to get the detailed target description.

There may have been several artillery clearances the FAC had to obtain if the target was less
than 1000 metres from the boundary between the Battalions. From each of these, the FAC must
get friendly locations, confirmation of target grid, and clearance to expend.

The FAC was now ready to contact the ground commander with whom he would be coordinating.
Normally, he was the ground commander of the closest friendlies. The FAC obtained from him
the latest location of the closest friendlies, the scheme of manoeuvre, and specifically what the
ground commander wants from the strike aircraft ordnance. The FAC gave him the latest
information on when to expect the strike; had him stand by to mark his position; and, if necessary,
advised him to have his troops take cover (depending on the ordnance to be used and the
distance from the friendlies to the target). The ground commander needed to know what kind of
strike aircraft were on the way, what kind of ordnance they would use, and in what direction they
would be working.
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Sometimes the ground commander would direct his forces from a helicopter and want to mark
the target himself. In these cases, the airborne ground commander could assess damage
between strikes, mark new targets, and assess total damage. The FAC was required to let the
ground commander know on what UHF frequency the strike aircraft would be handled so that he
could monitor FAC directions.

Meanwhile, the strike pilots had been briefed on the mission, the weather conditions and were
enroute. They were controlled by the Air Traffic Control authority until about five minutes before
reaching the rendezvous point with the FAC, at which time they switched to the FAC frequency.
The FAC ensured that he was on the designated frequency 15 minutes or more before the
rendezvous time. As soon as he contacted the strike aircraft, he switched them to an operational
frequency.

The FAC continued to monitor all his other radios - TACP on VHF, strike aircraft on UHF, and
ground commander on FM - so that he could receive instruction from various agencies that may
affect his mission.

~——~ FAC ascertained their mission number,
.\ altitude, position, number of aircraft, amount
s —"| and types or ordnance, and the maximum
B yp‘*/‘”‘“\ time they could remain in the area.

41\0.’ 104

/ (= ' When the FAC contacted the strike aircraft, the

-

rzg.l.—-’-—k =R pH /150 /2 319 < BB |
No ../" \\\mn RY. \ . . .
mipan £ HAEE Bl | He described the target to the strike pilots,

callsig® — ALE & poirea _30min—" B\
up_o Time 3B S0 ,\u/‘//r/ \ gave them a clear route of approach, and
oranance %mmﬁ"" RO Lok — 1

/~/ Al “,_ms;«_/(,; told them the location of both enemy and
L friendly troops.

He established attack and break-off

headings which would prevent over-flying

friendly troops when delivering ordnance

and he determined the ordnance delivery
\ sequence.

| This exchange of information between
the FAC and pilots was essential to
effective delivery of ordnance with
minimum risk to the FAC, pilots, and
friendly ground forces.

\

When the strike aircraft were

- overhead and visual contact was
== on:1gt — clearly established, the FAC may ask
Tg"- o firea/‘/‘; off Tt B the ground commander to mark his
i PR ——JADEEN location with coloured smoke.

o
30
overed : | FORD
4, b (AGEBRIDGE |
76 '\“NO“ Doy
//
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When the friendly positions were positively confirmed, the FAC
marked the target with WP rockets (or cleared the ground
commander in his helicopter to mark with smoke), and cleared the
strike aircraft in. He transmitted specific clearance to expend to
each aircraft on each individual pass when he was sure that the
aircraft was properly aligned on target.

The FAC positioned himself so that he could always see both the
strike aircraft and the target. After the first pass, he directed later
passes to ensure adequate target coverage.

One of the most effective methods was to adjust from the last
ordnance drop; corrections were given in metres and direction from
the last impact. The FAC had the responsibility to approve or
disapprove the strike, but this did not relieve the strike pilots of the
responsibility to abort the strike if they saw a potentially dangerous
situation develop.

After expending their ordnance, the strike aircraft held ‘high and dry’ out of enemy ground-fire
range and received a BDA report from the FAC.

When released by the FAC, the strike flight left the FAC
frequency to re-establish radar contact for the flight to home
base. Upon return to base, the pilots would have an
intelligence debriefing to provide information on type target,
tactics used, ground fire received, BDA, and other significant
data.

Often the BDA was written in grease pencil on the Perspex
canopy!

The FAC passed the BDA to the TACP associated with the ground commander supported. The
TACP passed the BDA to the intelligence units.

Immediate Strikes

It was not possible for the ground commander to know precisely how the battle would evolve or
when he might meet unexpected opposition. Thus, there was another type of requirement for CAS
— the immediate strike requirement. The same basic approval process took place for immediate
requests as for pre-planned ones, except that it was at a much more rapid pace.

Immediate requests were sent through the request net directly to the DASC. Each higher level of
the Army command monitored these requests through its respective TACP, remaining silent if the
request was approved. If the request could be satisfied by weapons available to a higher
commander, the request was disapproved and the requesting commander advised of the support
to be furnished. When an immediate strike was requested by ARVN, it was initially forwarded to
the province chief, who passed it to corps where it was handed to the DASC.

When the request was approved, it became mandatory for the DASC to fulfill the requirement.
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The DASC may have diverted an airborne flight in the corps area to meet the call for immediate
help or requested the TACC to divert strike aircraft from an adjacent corps area or to scramble
ground alert aircraft. Normally, aircraft were kept on ground alert at all strike bases to respond to
immediate requests.

They were usually able to arrive over any target in the RVN in less than 40 minutes after the
ground commander had requested them. This response time was adequate for the average
tactical situation as it usually took a ground commander about that long to determine friendly
positions and the extent of enemy oppaosition.

To illustrate the immediate strike sequence of events, assume that a US infantry Battalion is
suddenly engaged by what is estimated to be major elements of an NVA regiment known to be
operating in the area. The battalion is receiving heavy weapons fire and is pinned down.

At the brigade TOC, the ALO had the TACP radio operator call the DASC, requesting an
immediate air strike. The DASC diverted an allocated pre-planned strike to satisfy the
requirement. In addition, the ALO called either an airborne or ground alert FAC to advise him of
the mission. The control of the strike aircraft to the rendezvous point, the duties of the FAC, and
the execution of the strike were generally identical to the sequence of events during a pre-planned
strike - with two noteworthy exceptions on the part of the FAC.

e His initial task was establishing the location of friendly and enemy troops. Since many enemy
attacks occur at night, and much intermingling and movement of ground forces may have
taken place, the problem of sorting out who is where could be particularly difficult for both the
ground commander and the FAC.

e The FAC must be quick to assess the overall situation as to whether more strikes are needed.
If so, the FAC radioed either the division or brigade TACP who passed the request to the
appropriate DASC.

CAS at Night

Night operations made up a major part of combat actions in the RVN. The enemy launched most
of his attacks at night, both against regular troop units and against small provincial outposts.

FACs were limited in their ability to perform their role at night. This was constrained by visibility
and lack of suitable night vision equipment.

It was an extremely demanding flight regime - two FAC pilots were always carried on board the
FAC aircraft to spread the workload and provide a safe cockpit workplace. Target marking could
be accomplished by the ground forces, by dropping parachute flares or log-markers, and giving
relative target position from his rocket smoke marker.

Night operations were really the only time ground fire could be observed - it could be spectacular!

There were three weapons systems specifically designed to counter this night threat.
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The AC-47, known as ‘Spooky’, a World War 1l transport aircraft (the
C-47 "Sky Train"), modified by adding three side-firing 7.62 miniguns,
each capable of firing 6000 rounds per minute. It also carried 25 flares,
each of 2,000,000 candlepower.

The ‘Shadow’ and the AC-119 ‘Stinger’ were other gunships with
similar missions. The ‘Stinger’ was the later model AC-119. In addition
to the armament of the ‘Shadow’, it had two 20 mm multi-barrel guns
which could fire 2500 HE incendiary rounds per minute; its illuminator
is 2,000,000,000 candlepower.

The AC-130 ‘Stinger 11’ gunship had an unpressurized cabin, with the
weaponry mounted to fire from the port side of the fuselage. During an
attack, the gunship performed a pylon turn, flying in a large circle
around the target, therefore being able to fire at it for far longer than in
a conventional strafing attack.

The AC-130 was armed with two 20 mm M-61 Vulcan cannons,
one L60 Bofors 40 mm cannon, and M-137 105 mm cannon and M37
recoil mechanism from the M-102 howitzer; after 1994, the

20 mm cannons were removed. The upgraded AC-130 has a single
25 mm GAU-12 Equalizer cannon in place of the Spectre's two

20 mm cannons, an improved fire-control system, and increased
ammunition capacity.

Each night these aircraft orbited bases strategically located throughout the RVN. These aircraft
could provide support to the ground commander almost anywhere in the RVN in a matter of
minutes. Other gunships were on ground alert.

Fighter-Bomber Ordnance
There were eight USAF fighter wing equivalents in the region, including VNAF and USMC units.

Additionally, there were squadron-size units and USN carriers which had tactical fighters. These
wings, squadrons and carriers had the following type aircraft:

e A-1 Skyraider e F-4 Phantom e The RAAF had No 2 SQN
e A-4 Skyhawk e -8 Crusader Canberra bombers based
e A-6 Intruder e F-100 Super Sabre at Phan Rang

e A-37 Dragonfly

A wide variety of ordnance was available for CAS operations. The most frequently used were the
general-purpose high explosive (HE) bombs, commonly referred to as ‘iron’ or, ‘dumb bombs’.
The BLU antipersonnel and anti-material weapons and the many CBU types were also used
frequently including, napalm. Many aircraft used the highly-effective Zuni or 2.75 inch rockets, 20
mm cannon, 7.62 mm miniguns, and 0.50 calibre machine guns.
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General purpose bombs were used when penetration was desired, as against bunkers or caves.
The CBU weapons were used against troops in the open, particularly for linear targets such as
enemy along canals. Because of the delivery accuracy of most BLU weapons, they were used
against a variety of targets, including those in the immediate vicinity of friendly forces.

The 2.75-inch rocket was used against poorly-defined ‘soft’ targets, such as those found during
the escort of herbicide or cargo-drop aircraft when the exact enemy position is not known. The
20 mm cannon was a formidable weapon, highly desired by closely-engaged ground commanders
because of the accuracy which could be brought to bear on the enemy.

Preplanned strikes were fragged for specific ordnance; loads of all munition types were available

on aircraft standing strip alert for immediate strikes. Many types of ordnance were effective
against a variety of targets; this made effective ordnance delivery much easier.

Aerial Munition Minimum Safe Distances (MSD)

Weapon Type Weight (Ib) Protected Troops Unprotected Troops
MK 81 LD GP bomb 250 215m 620 m
MK 82 LD GP bomb 500 225 m 700 m
MK 82 HD GP bomb 500 170 m 700 m
M117 LD GP bomb 750 215m 830 m
M117 HD GP bomb 750 160 m 830 m
MK 83 LD GP bomb 1,000 250 m
MK 84 LD GP bomb 2,000 250 m 720 m
M118 LD GP bomb 3,000 250 m 1,174 m
Napalm Incendiary 115m
CBU Cluster Bomb 110 m 250 m
CBU 24/49 Cluster Bomb 1,000 m 1,000 m
Rockets 2.75inch 215m 215m
Guns 20 mm 45 m

NOTE: LD: Low Drag (no retardation)
HD: High Drag (‘Snakeye’ retardation fins)
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ARTILLERY OPERATIONS for CLOSE AIR SUPPORT

AUSTRALIAN 105 mum HOWITZER US ARMY 155 mum TRACKED HOWITZER
FACs were trained to request, control and coordinate artillery operations.

Most scenarios of this nature were generated for immediate response in support of ground
contact. Artillery was a rapid response firepower as reaction time of fighter support was often
lengthy unless available support could be diverted from nearby tasks.

When a 1ATF infantry patrol had a contact with the enemy, and small arms fire was exchanged,
the patrol commander reported ‘Contact! Wait, out ..." over the company radio network.

These few words triggered battle procedures that went on well away from the patrol in contact.
Those soldiers at the scene of the contact were totally absorbed in fighting their battle.

If the contact was with a significant enemy force and continued for more than a few minutes, the
company commander might request artillery, mortar, or helicopter gunship support.

Any FAC in the area could respond and assist and if necessary, initiate a request for an
immediate airstrike to follow other action.

Some companies and battalions favoured the automatic application of indirect firepower
whenever a patrol was in contact with the enemy, regardless of the size of the enemy force.

But this could create problems:

e Most platoon or half-platoon infantry patrols did not have an artillery Forward Observer or
Mortar Fire Controller with them, so the job of adjusting the fire mission fell to the patrol
commander who already had his hands full with fighting the infantry battle.

e Most contacts in the jungle occurred at very short range, usually about 20 metres or less. To
apply artillery or mortar fire onto an enemy that close risked causing casualties to the friendly
patrol. The patrol would have to disengage and withdraw a safe distance while the atrtillery fire
was applied. The enemy often seized this opportunity to break contact as well, so the indirect
fire support often fell on an empty battlefield or could be used only in depth, behind the enemy.
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One of the rules of applying artillery fire in 1ATF Standing Operating Procedures, was that for
safety reasons, the first round of an artillery mission was to impact no closer than 1000 metres
from any friendly positions. It was then to be adjusted onto the target. However, it is possible,
perhaps even likely, that having studied 1ATF practice, the enemy was aware of this safety
precaution. If so, the impact of the first round may have indicated to the enemy that if they
withdrew towards it, they could be sure that they would not contact another friendly patrol.

For these reasons, other company commanders (and battalions) favoured staying in contact with
the enemy. For them, if indirect fire support was used at all, it would be applied in depth behind
the enemy to prevent his withdrawal, cause casualties to him while he withdrew, or channel his
withdrawal in a particular direction, perhaps towards waiting ambushes. Patrol and company
commanders often thought it was better to fight the battle with infantry weapons rather than allow
the enemy to withdraw. Patrols had often spent weeks of difficult and tiring patrolling to find the
enemy. Having found him, it made little sense to then break contact to apply indirect fire support,
allowing the enemy to escape into the jungle again.

Fire discipline

Fire discipline is a system of communication in the military, primarily for directing artillery. Fire
discipline is the language of fire control. It consists of words, phrases, rules, and conventions
which have specific meanings and which result in some definite action being taken with the guns.
All ranks concerned in fire control needed to be thoroughly familiar with the language and the
resulting actions. The aim of fire discipline was to ensure that in response to calls for fire (from
a forward observer), the appropriate action was taken at the FPC (future planning cell), FSCC
(fire support coordination center), FDC (fire direction center) and at the artillery battery, strictly in
accordance with the intentions of the originator and with the minimum of delay.

Six elements of a call for fire
An initial call for fire (to an artillery battery) consisted of six elements:

Observer identification
Warning order

Target location

Target description
Method of engagement
Method of fire and control

o0k wnNE

SOP radio procedures and discipline (challenge-respond-repeat) was necessarily strictly
enforced.
Call for fire

The forward observer then sent a six-digit grid coordinate with a 100,000-metre grid square
identifier: eg, DB 324 667.

If the forward observer or any friendly troops were within 600 metres of the impact point, to keep
themselves safe, the forward observer would declare ‘danger close’ situation.
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Danger close ranges

1. 600 metres - general artillery ordinance

2. Naval guns 5-inch and under - 750 metres

3. Naval guns over 5" - 1000 metres

4. Naval 16" ICM and MLRS M26 rockets - 2000 metres -
There were many different missions.
The last-ditch mission was ‘immediate suppression’. Every gun in any concerned battery
immediately fired whatever round and fuse was loaded, possibly from someone else's, or more

than one callsign's mission. The FO may end up getting parachute flares, white phosphorus
illumination, Multi-purpose, and VT-HE rounds on the target in the same shot.
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TERMINOLOGY

HQ RAAFV Head Quarters RAAF Vietnam
504 TASG Tactical Air Support Group
21 TASS Tactical Air Support Squadron
JADE Calllsign for USAF FAC unit at Vung Tau Air Base supporting 1ATF
1 ATF  Australian Task Force based at Nui Dat
FAC Forward Air Controller - Artillery, Airstrikes, Reconnaissance
LZ Landing Zone (for helicopters)
TIC  Troops In Contact (with enemy)
VR  Visual Reconnaissance
RV Rendezvous
VC Viet Cong - local insurgents / Nth Vietham Army
O-1E ‘Bird Dog’ USAF FAC aircraft
0-2A ‘Oscar Deuce’ USAF FAC aircraft - modified Cessna 337 ‘Skymaster’
OVv-10 ‘Bronco’ USAF FAC aircraft
Cessna 180 Aust Army - reconnaissance / liaison
F-100F  ‘Super Sabre’ USAF Fighter Bomber
A-37G ‘Dragonfly’  USAF Fighter Bomber
B-52H ‘Buff’ USAF Bomber
CANBERRA ‘Magpie’ RAAF Bomber
F-5E ‘Tiger’ RVNAF Fighter Bomber
A-1E ‘Skyraider’  RVNAF Fighter Bomber
‘Bushranger’ RAAF Iroquois gunship
‘Slick’ RAAF Iroquois helicopter - troop / supply airlift
UH-1H IROQUOIS ‘Medivac’ RAAF Iroquois helicopter - emergency medical evacuation
‘Huey’ RAAF Helicopter
SIOUX ‘Possum’ Aust Army reconnaissance helicopter
CHINOOK ‘S...hook’ US Army heavy-lift helicopter
ACT  Actual Instrument Flight
ADF  Automatic Direction Finder
GCA  Ground Controlled Approach
GF  General Flying
IF Instrument Flying
LDG Landing(s)
NAV  Navigation
SIM  Simulated Instrument Flight
TACAN  Tactical Air Navigation
CBU-58  Cluster Bomb Unit
MAVERICK Optical Guided Missile
MK 82 500 Ib HE Bomb
MK 117 750 Ib HE Bomb
MK 83 1000 Ib HE Bomb
NAPALM Fuel-mix explosive gel
Rx Rocket - FAC used 2.75” WP - White Phosphorous marker — ‘Willy Pete’

- Fighters 5” Zuni HE
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JANT0

RAAF BUTTERWORTH

_ RAAF
24 JAN => PENANG ca0g | 590
=> VUNG TAU
PR L e
7. BUTTERWORTH
24 JAN 70 504th TACTICAL AIR
SUPPORT GROUP, BIEN THEATREQ}'@S&&E'NAT'ON
29 JAN 70 HOA
- VUNG TAU
=> TAN SON NHUT AIR BASE, SAIGON
REPUBLIC of SOUTH VIETNAM
o5 VISIT HQRAAF AFV SAIGON E'ég'; 10
(IN -BRIEFING PROCESS)
S T R R
CARIBOU TAN SON NHUT AIR BASE, SAIGON
=> BEIN HOA (504 TASG)
504 TASG IN-COUNTRY BRIEF
26
VR ov-10 |, ¢
(FLTLT Ray BUTLER) 803 '

1970 VIETNAM - Barry SCHULZ, AFC Page 26



BRIEFING

504 TASG INTEL
27
ESCAPE & EVASION
INTELLIGENCE
AWARDS & DECORATIONS

RAAF ‘DOG TAGS’

VC ROCKET ATTACK BEIN HOA

At 0600 hrs, 6 -8 Rockety / movtowrs landed neoawr the aivcraft revetmenty - and
caused confusion - under my bed while trying to-fit flak jacket and helmet!

28
The rockety were detected by AN/TPQ-37 Firefinder rador and responded to-
withv 155 nmumw awtillery. Unknoww to- me untih thewy, the awtillery battery wos
adjacent to- my quauters - heauwt stopping!
29 JAN 79 21st TACTICAL AIR 0-2A CONVERSION
SUPPORT SQUADRON, CAM
6 FEB 70 RAHN BAY FAC REFRESHER

USAF
C-130

29

2.5

BEIN HOA
=> BIHN TUHY
=> CAM RAHN BAY (21 TASS)

BIEN HOA AIR MOVEMENTS
(1100-1700 hrs ow ‘standlby’!)

21 TASS
30

0-2A GROUND SCHOOL
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AIRCRAFT FAMILIARIZATION

0-2

31
CAPT STITT.
(CAPT STITT) 871 1.8
13 LDGs
lé;o AIRGRAFT oo | ot ] ‘n-ym woi s Fight Time tnstroment Pying | 177 Appreaches
T il bl < W T T (S [ S TS
Sl B = T T e R T _,fsg.x-zo 18030/ 117.45 110 [1363.45 1141:25102.20 0Qdo| = | ~
Iow (12 | mesce |03 | ke | B Ll | SO 1:05 | 105 105 |20 :lo
Jan 13_ I MRAGE | 90 | SELF 15° e 19%ske LD —25’1 1125 | 1:125 | -\S ‘o
Ian (13 | mieaee | 99 | SELE INTS M, 20°ble |S°Ale - 1-2n | ‘20 | 120
_dew (14 | mieAGE | 94 | SELE » xd A B 3
PN 15| MRAGE | D1 SELE s . 120 1:20
Ion |19 | mRaee | 86 | SELE " 120 | \-20
AN |19 | MRAGE | 9% | SELE 20 \:20
e |20 | MIRAGE | B8 | SELE KASG f-lo_1:lo
I |2 | MIRAGE | 98 | SeLF INTS__ 10T . 1S 1S
Summary for | SRNTa-|- AN MIRAGE, p ‘/ 10-45 10-45| 35 20
No. 3 SQN. N ] e
e 1= ATANTS TEE B oy e ]
TAN ‘Ze‘...ou 10 [803 RImRomeR| SELE | VR 235 ‘ 2:35)
JAN 311028 |11 O SOIT | SELF | GF st 150 1:50 |
= Sommagy” For| 1 TAN 1o 0-28 ’ \ 5 T =
il vl Sl ov-10 i
;‘J% 2%-33M)T0 e Lill i VZ'%’S “Sl o *{;.M:l&%\ g (v
- I -
Bk 15355 |ig2 211 45| |10 [shsgorclnsszond _ |
GF - CAM RAHN BAY / NAH TRANG
1 (CAPT NIEMAN) 0-2A | 53
871
13 LDGs
IF / NAV
(CAPT STITT)
O-2A
g71 | 20
10 LDGy
(0.5 SIMADF / TCN / GGA)
2
NAV / GF
(CAPT KEARNEY)
0O-2A
372 1.7
6 LDGs/ 6 Ry
(0.3 SIM - ADF)
NAV / GF 0-2A
3 871 1.6
SOLO - 5 LDGs
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FAC / NAV
(CAPT PATTERSON)
0-2A
372 1.9
8 LDGs/ 8 Ry
(0.2 SIM - ADF)
NIGHT FAC
(CAPT IRWIN)
0-2A 1.5
4 Ry 365
(0.3 SIM - GCA)
CHLOROQUINE
FAC TACTICS
(CAPT STITT) O-2A | 194
365 :
4 Ry
CHECK FLIGHT
(CAPT NIEMAN) 02A | 45
871
8 Ry
e L m WCAILII‘:R;AHN BAY
BEIN HOA™
USAF
Ho i Fhe. C- 130 5 ’ 5
TON SAN NAHT
CAM RAHN BAY
=> TON SAN NUHT
=> BEIN HOA
1970 VIETNAM - Barry SCHULZ, AFC Page 29



BRIEFINGS - INTELLIGENT

6 FEB 70
19 TASS ESCAPE & EVASION
13 FEB 70 RULES of ENGAGEMENT
7 504 TASG BRIEFING - lll DASC, Il FFV, OPERATIONS
8 19 TASS BRIEFINGS

FLTLT Chwis LANGDON RAAF was ‘shot doww by ground fire at night - he safely
ejected from his OV-10.

He believed it was move likely o maintenance problem;, which caused loss of

control?
9 FREE
AREA FAMIL
(CAPT BISHOP) 0-2A 25
344 :
VUNG TAU / HAM TAN / NUI DAT /
BEIN HOA
10
FAC OPS
=
2 (CAPT SCHMIDT)
- LAI KHE / BEIN HOA OvV-10 | , ¢
634
~— MAGPIE 81
6 xMk 83
RAAF CANBERRA
6 ¥ MK 82 HE - 500 W-or,
6 xM117 HE - 750 LB
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III CORP AREA of OPERATIONS

CHLOROQUINE

Tay Nioh \
[ S
PHUC VIHN

S j ~ TON SAN NAHT il )
\ Zram T k.

AREA FAMIL
(CAPT BISHOP)

PHUC VIHN / LAI KHE / CU CHI
SAIGON

8 Ry

0-2A
374

2.3

12 NUI DAT

155w | [AUST 105w | | APCarea| | Ta
%) | | By(8Guns) | | Bty(6guns) | | HaBvens | |c
T 7

Air photo of Nui Dat

taken from sort-east i moch it than 1964

BEIN HOA => NUI DAT

(FLGOFF Dawve ROBSON)
JADE 07

NUI DAT owtillery often fired
over the Possuun’ mess and
quawtery - not appreciated at

night!

0O-2A
045

0.5

1970 VIETNAM - Barry SCHULZ, AFC

Page 31



MK 82 500 U HE

-

F-4D - MK 117 & A-7E MISSILES A-37G - MK 82 & ROCKETS
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14 FEB 70 19 TASS 0-2A FAC
JADE FAC
18 SEP 70 VUNG TAU 0-2A FCI
NUI DAT
=>VUNG TAU
14 Ry

13

0-2A
368

JADE FLIGHT LINE

0.8

Visited BARIA ovphanage

withy RAAF Padre; RAAF persorwmnel &

FLGOFF Dave Robsonw

14

HOTEL VUNG TAU

INWARDS CLEARANCES

RAAF PISTOL
FLYING EQUIPMENT
MAP PREPARATION
MAP BAG, KNEE PAD

FLGOFF Dave ROBSON - OLD JADE 07

=>C-130 to BUTTERWORTH
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At Vung Taw we used standord M-151 US Jeepy for transport on-Base and to-owr
quawters invVung Tauw city. At Nui Dat we had M-151 radio-equipped Jeeps.

The RAAF wsed the L-110 Landrover. The L-110s had very good suspension ands
the RAAF troopy wseds to- lure the US M-151 drivery into- hitting the high steep
bitwmev speed-bumps: the Base Conmumander’s answer to- speed control on-Base.
The M-151 passengers didwt fowe very welld

The US troopy answer was to- pouwr fuel ow the bitwmewn speed-bumps. The fuel
gradually dissolved the hwmpy and softened them. The Base Commander’s
response was to-replace the huumps with old tank tracks! Not to-be outdone; the US
troops removed them withy av lawrge forklift, loaded them into- o Cawibow and
dropped thew offshore at the end of the ruvway. It was quite a spectacudor ands
satisfying drvop and splashv at impact with the East Vietnaumese Seov sufoce.

Trading was o thwriving business withv US persovwnel. Just about awvything had
trading value to-either RAAF or US personwnel.

o A ‘dlab’ of VB beer could be traded for o ‘daly’ of frogzen prime beef steak.
Or, aircroft spare parts.

o RAAF flying geawr could be traded for USAF Nomex flight suits, highly
desired camouflage poncho-liners or, combat knives.

Accommodation in VUNG TAU
old French HOTEL
shawed witihv
CAPT Chwis NEAL, USAF

5 .("av )
-,
ABOVE: 2020 IMAGES
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15

VR /FAC

(CAPT Johw SANDERS)

2 xA-37
8 wMk 82

0-2A
872

2.6

16

v

uM e

PHUOC TUY PROVINCE

AREA FAMIL
(CAPT Johuww MCKINNON)
10 LDGys

14 Ry

0-2A
368

3.1

17 GROUNDED - X/WIND

TIC APC / TANK / UH-1H - LONG HAI MTs (2 KIA / 30 WIA)

VR

18 11 Ry

TOUCH & GO WITH Ry NOT PERMITTED

0-2A
972

2.3

JADE FACs were based at Vung Taw withv occasional landings at Nui Dat.

Therefore, they were remote from the JADE TACP and intelligence briefings from

1ATF sowrces.

The solution was to- use the RAAF Operational Support Unit at Vung Taw which,
i poart, provided o intelligence and briefing facility for 9 SQN helicopters and

35 SQN Caribow operations.

Of most interest was ongoing 1ATF ground operations; the locationw of Army

unity especially SAS operations, RAAF helicopter operations, and airspace
limitations due to-artillery fire missions.

Thig resowrce was awv essential and inwaluable opportunity to- self-brief;
maintain currency inv intelligence information, and to-prepare for each sortie.
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FAC/VR
(CAPT Johmn MKINNON)
MAGPIE 51
6 Mk 82
0O-2A
I missed the Arming Switch onw 368 2.7
the first mowking dive (1) - so; I
19 pulled up into-the vertical, stall
< : . twny, reacquiveds tawget, and
impressed, - my IP impressed;
never seevvthat done before ...
VR
0O-2A 29
(LTCOL BAKER) 368 ’
JADE FAC Commander
- 0O-2A
VUNG TAU => NUI DAT 383 0.2
VR
20 POSSUM 22
0O-2A
283 1.7
(161 Australiow Army Recce
Squadyon - NUI DAT)
VR
POSSUM 22 (BUNKERS)
0O-2A
21 B-52 ‘ARCLIGHT’ 368 2.6
STRIKE onw LONG HAILs
TANK / APC HIT MINES
VUNG TAU => NUI DAT 0-2A 0.3
(CAPT Chwis NEAL) 045
22
NUI DAT => VUNG TAU 0-2A
383 0.3
(LT SMITH)
— 0O-2A
23 VUNG TAU => NUI DAT 050 0.3
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VR 0O-2A
0'50 2.2
POSSUM 25
VUNG TAU => NUI DAT 0-2A -
NEW ACOUSTIC HELMET 368
24
VR 0O-2A
3-68 2.2
POSSUM 25
VR 0O-2A
0'50 2.5
POSSUM 23
25
9 SQN UFH -1H => USN ‘CORPUS CHRISTI BAY’ RE-SUPPLY FLIGHTS
CHLOROQUINE
0-2A
26 VR 283 2.4
VR 0-2A
045 3.1
POSSUM 28
27
UH-1H - NUI DAT / BEIN HOA / NUI DAT
POSSUM MESS
o 3-maw ift masquerade
o Head to stop ceiling fon trick
o Crush aVB (steel can) versus BUDWEISTR
(‘alwminuum’ con) head strike trick
e ARMY pilot’s act - NZ ‘Haka
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There were strict SOPs about flying below 1500 ft. This was avv obvious restriction for
the awoidoance of small owmy fire.

and,, frustrated fighter piot!).

Another SOP forbade the ad hoc ‘dogfight’ or evew
formation flight between owr ownw and rival unity orv any
other aircraft operating i the awea. This was strictly
monitored by vawiows clandestine means:

However, the temptation was always there ... my ‘roomie
. CAPT Chwris Neal (JADE 08) was always ready for a
dogfight (he was o ex-F-111 piot and navigator ...

VR in SIOUX

POSSUM (LT Dick EARLY)

SIOUX
737

1.9

28

AIRSTRIKE in SIOUX

POSSUM (LT DICK)

- e Ill ! MAGPIE 51
& 6 v Mk 82
We mavked the target for the FAC
aond,  withdvew  outside  the
mandatory 1000 mv
fragmentation danger areo.

Immediately after the bomb’s
impact, o jolt and twang’ was felt
& heard behind cockpit - We
looked at each other withv owv
wnsaid question.

SIouxX ‘PossuM’

N A precantionary landing was
LA o made at o neawby Fire Support
e K )  Baseto assesy any .

A lawrge piece of shwapnel (boml-

casing) ways found wedged inv a
now-critical tail-boowm space/!

SIOUX
737

2.2

UH-1H NUI DAT => VUNG TAU

8 RAR - 2 KIA / 20 WIA MINE
9 SQN MINE
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= [RIRCRASY Captain or Co-pilot pUTY, g e Mookt et Repe ek 90 ]
—iole_ el bt Moo e e e el B el I A A
Totals brought forward »
i 220 2:20 7 !
200 2:00 o} =
2-00 2:00 %L N
3 135 135
1-55 1:55.| k55 |.:1o
120 20| 1:30| . 20.
LSS | NS
VA4S 145
220 | 2:%0
2:30
2:20.1.2:20
SEi [ e STl el ] iESSRE RS
R ors ot 20
KAPT SANDERS] ; .2'55
[ SELE Sl 205
SELF 2:20 | 2:20
£ 2:00 | 2:00
B E AS A=,
2:15
-l )
1:45.|1:45
2:40 | 2. 40
20
A
1S |1
SO - AR PSSO SEROUS .. ] 2:18.|.2:15
| NONG TRV NI DAT. 8 20... 2 4
YR = 2:40.2.10 15 i
230, 2:30|.2:2%0
2:25(.2.25
3:.05|3:.08
1SS 155
2:)o V2 Vo 18 EE RO T N e
“[SUMMARY b
o SRF TP TRTF | 127 JoNio AL2S 6:20] 1:30 | 52:25/39:20| 1:35
DATE &% 1o =35 B S_EL%_O\:"X__ 2.30' 2:20
SCMATURE | [ 3 4:0% : 4.05
i AR A N
Vo=t
AR (0N OFFICER.
) LATF
S s b ] lloiyzg,I 1020 [192-do | 11915 \i-lo |1437-55/191-30(104,30( 9030f _ | _
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MART0

VUNG TAU
=> BEIN HOA 0-2A 05
045 '
(LT Johwn SANDERS)
BEIN HOA
=>VR %féb\ 2.8
=> VUNG TAU
1
FAC
(MAJ Jum ALLENDER) 0-2A
3.3
045
MAGPIE 71 & 31
12 Mk 82
CANBERRA - BOMBS AWAY!
0-2A
VR 300 2.3
0-2A
> VR 368 2.4
VR 0-2A
368 2.2
POSSUM 09
VUNG TAU 0-2A 0.3
=> NUI DAT 050
NUI DAT 0-2A
3 => BEIN HOA 972 0.6
BEIN HOA
=> NUI DAT 09'722A 0.8
=> VUNG TAU
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FREE
to
CHLOROQUINE
5
VR
POSSUM 24 0-2A 20
972 '
5 => BEIN HOA
(ESCAPE and EVASION [/ PE BRIEF)
BEIN HOA 0-2A 05
=> VUNG TAU 972 '
FAC
(LT Johuww SANDERS)
2 wA37 0-2A 20
8 Mk 82 383
2 xF-100
8 Mk 82
FAC
(LT Johw SANDERS)
2 wF-4
4 MAVERICK
2 ¢« F-100
8 Mk 82
7
(0.5 NIGHT / 0.2 ADF)
F-100
0-2A
045 3.0

A CHINOOK way tasked to- drop
drums of napalm into- LONG HAI
Mt cowe systems. Once, whew the
HE containersy struck rocks just
before drop they exploded,
engulfing the CHINOOK in smoke
& flames - it flew out other sidel
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VR

0O-2A

8 POSSUM 25 - BUSH RANGER 71/ 72 383 3.0
(ILLEGAL BOAT)
FAC
POSSUM 09
0-2A
9 2 wA-37 045 3.0
8 Mk 82
(0.3 ADF)
10 0-2A GROUNDED (TAIL PLANE HINGE INSPECTION)
FAC
(LT Johwn SANDERS)
MAGPIE 71 oon
6 x Mk 82 -
11 x s 2.2
6 ¥F-5
16 Mk-82 / 8 NAPALM
CHLOROQUINE
COMBAT READY CHECK
(CAPT BISHOP)
0-2
12 18
2 wA-37 045
8 Mk 82
(0.3 ADF)
FAC
POSSUM 26 / 20 0-2A
13 s 25
2 xA-37
8 Mk 82
VUNG TAU 0-2A 06
—> BEIN HOA 368 :
14
BEIN HOA - VR 0-2A Ls
—> VUNG TAU 368 :
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VUNG TAU
=> NUI DAT 0-2A 0.3
050 '
(LTCOL BAKER)
VR - SIOUX
SIOUX
738 22
POSSUM (LT BYSOUTH)
15
NUI DAT
=> VUNG TAU 0-2A 0.3
300 '
(LT SMITH)
VR 0-2A
0'50 2.0
POSSUM 26
FAC
POSSUM 28 0-2A 20
368 '
2 wA-37
16 8 Mk 82
NUI DAT => 0-2A 0.3
VUNG TAU 368 '
FAC
POSSUM 29 0-2A
17 050 3.0
MAGPIE 71
6 Mk 82
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VUNG TAU => BEIN HOA
0-2A
368 1.8
18
(13,275 f£/ 70K / 50 muiwv - Wovrld Record ??)
BEIN HOA
=>VUNG TAU
0-2A 10
(LT SCHWARTZ) 046 '
CHLOROQUINE
FAC
POSSUM 22
MAGPIE 71 - 6 Mk 82
0-2A
300 3.3
RV at 10,000 ft
MAGPIE 71: "Why so-high?"
JADE 07: "Not enough time to- climb- any higher!"
19
=> BEIN HOA
BEIN HOA
=>VUNG TAU 0-2A 0.5
972 '
(LT Johww SANDERS)
CAPT Johm XXX
FRENCH RESTAURANT

CAPT Johww XXX regulowly flew doww from
Bienw Hoa and we would enjoy awn exotic
seafood meal at a restouwrant on the western
side of Vung Taw hill.

He would fly back that night, and remove
evidence: of the flight from the aircraft
loglbook/
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VR 0-2A
20 9-72 2.5
POSSUM 24
VR 0O-2A
21 050 2.5
POSSUM 20
22 CROSS WIND >>> 25 K Gusting 35 K
VUNG TAU
=> NUI DAT 0-2A 0.3
972
(MAJ Jum ALLENDER)
23
NUI DAT
=>VUNG TAU 0-2A 0.3
050 )
(LTCOL BAKER)
0O-2A
24 VR 300 2.6
FAC
2 wA-37
8 Mk 82 0O-2A
25 972 2.5
FLTLT Jack HAYDEN, RAAF FAC
CHLOROQUINE
VR 0O-2A
26 300 2.0
FLTLT Jack HAYDEN, RAAF FAC
VR
27 PLTOFF Bob TRELOAR, RAAF CHOPPER PILOT %‘52(;* 25
(0.7 SIM ADF / GCA)
FREE
Sightseeing VUNG TAU township
Whew driving av radio-jeep to-the top of Vung Taw
hlly I was ow left-hand side of road (Vietnaw
28 drives on the right) and had a near miss with
Vietnamese Army truck ...
I wed to make HF radio- cally to- the MRX
Mawitime Net at RAAF Butterwortiv to- forwawrd
brief messages and occasional talk withy NOK
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The greatest danger was from potentiod mid-air collision withvArmy helicopters
of all types, all aircraft (that just wandered awvound at will oftenv without

cleawrance) and Artillery live-fire missions.

It was alwayys comforting to-hawve o second pilot’s eyes withv you.

29 FREE

35 SQN CARIBOU destroyed by movtows inv Deltav

VR
0-2A
30 0.5 SIM ADF 972 25
PLTOTF Tony WHEAL, RAAF CHOPPER PILOT
IF CHECK
=> NUI DAT
31 (MATJ Jum ALLENDER) Oof: 0.8
(0.2 ACT /ADF-GCA)
RON - TACP DUTY OFFICER
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Joer ARCRAFT W | contar oury Dey Fiying Night Fiying Filght Time tnstrument Flying | 1/ Appro
20d Pilot
g Tt Pilot ool at 6 (indloding ""."‘“""' :‘:: c" .';""’ Vst Pilot | 2nd Pilot Dual varior | 2ndpiet | Dval | Total [ Coprain | sim Aa Type
Month Date | Typeand Mark | Ne m @) @ () (5) () ) ® ® | 0o | ay

F [T sawnce) )

2:50.|.2:50
J3%0 | ..
2:2512:25
215 [ 215
20

_NU\BAT - BIEN. HON

BAEN HOA - JUNG TAY sl el
e SR
48 - BIEN MM Paxso 2:00.|.2:00

- 30 30
2:45| 2:45
2:30 3:00.(.2:00| -1S Abf
300 |.3:00
3:00] 300 15 ADE
A:15 | 2:15
150 1 1:50.|.:1S ADF
2:30.| 230
‘4o | -4
130 | 130

BIEN HOA = vuﬂ@l@
DCE 6

IR - PQSTRIKE - 2 2015 2.15
NOLDAT_ = YUNGTAY . 20

Q20 [ LT SMITH .. SR
S o1 0 o IG5 21 S 2 R RO
|36 IOl RAKER| SELE
| 26RO RAKER.
0% | SELE...
| 268 ). SELE....
046 LTSI
-.|.300. | SELE..
.| 92| SELE..
D12 | SELE..... A
050 | SELF R
| D12.._Jmas A SELE YN TAY. -~ NOEDAT
Q50| BAkeR | SELE. NUIDAT-_ JONG TAY
%00 | SELF 2

300 300 g0l |
1:50 1:90 | 150

2:320 2:30.| 2:30

2: 40 | 240
2:320 | 2:20
2:90 | 2:00
2:30.12:20_|-45
230|230 |:25 | AdF

2:30 71:35 (62:35 |1:55] :i9

/ 2.5
AIEE T W .
IR LIRISON | OFFICER
1 ATE
188 Ao | 121 -45 il-lo |I511-45(\254-05{106.25K90. 40| _

ISLIMMA FOR-.M

Y
st OSAR TACP| I ATE.
Dalt.. 31 MARTY

_[SIGNATURE
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‘POSSUM’ 0-2A LANDING
SIOUX ‘POSSUM FOLLOWING

BOMB IMPACT POSSUM’ BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
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APR 70

TACP DUTY OFFICER
1 ATF TIC
1 IMMEDIATE AIRSTRIKES ACTION
CHLOROQUINE
FREE
2 TROOPS IN CONTACT
SAS 15 /23 IMMEDIATE AIRSTRIKES
NUI DAT
=> BEIN HOA 0-2A 04
972 :
3 (MAJ Jumv ALLENDER)
BEIN HOA => NUI DAT %‘722’* 0.4
4 410 7 APR
to FREE
7 MRX COMMUNICATION TO BUTTERWORTH
NUI DAT
=> VUNG TAU
8 0-2A 0.3
(LT James KLING) 050 :
CHLOROQUINE
FAC
POSSUM 20
2 wA-37
0-2A
9 8 Mk 82 045 1.6
(504 TASG ovdered to-limit O-2A flying howrs!)
Delivered clothing [/ food donations to- BARIA orphanage
FAC
) 0-2A
10 (CAPT Mike DAVENPORT) e 2.0
2 wA-37 - 8 Mk 82
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0-2A
11 VR 045 1.0

FAC

POSSUM 20 / BUSHRANGER 06 & 02

0O-2A
12 6 xA-37 045 2.7
24 Mk 82

SAS TIC INCIDENT

FAC

POSSUM 26 / 28
13 0-2A

045 4.5
UH-1H BUSHRANGER & ‘SLICKS’

SAS TIC EXTRACT

FREE

UH-1H TRAINING -HOISTING / LANDINGS

I piloted some hoist training sovties (RVN Army

troops) and practiced general handling [ supply
sorties.

14 O TR I also-did some winching as crewmaony duties- the

IROQUOIS sige of the RVN soldiers’ eyes asthey weve brought
onboowrd, especially if one jerked the hoist
retrieval occastonally - outstanding!!

At end of one sortie; I made a heawy landing
and bent v landing skid - sovry Trudy!!

(CAPT: PLTOFF Bob-TRELOAR)

VR

(LT JOHNSON)
POSSUM 20

0-2A
15 =>BEIN HOA => VUNG TAU 050 2.5
(0.5 NIGHT)

CHLOROQUINE
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FAC

(LT JOHNSON)
5 wA-1E
30 Mk-82 02
16 0'45 1.7
LT Johwstonw had comms [
language issues with the A-1
A-1G lead; ended up chasing them
for miles trying to- twrn the
flight back to-the towget area!
FAC
(LT JOHNSON)
17 MAGPIE 61 %‘525‘ 26
6 ¥Mk 82
2 wA-37
8 Mk 82
FAC
(LT JoY) 0-2A
18 e 2.5
MAGPIE 41 & 61
12 Mk 82
VUNG TAU => NUI DAT
0-2A 03
972 )
(LT Jov)
VR
POSSUM (LT PARTRIDGE) SIOUX 29
19 728 :
MAGPIE 61
6 Mk 82
NUI DAT
=> VUNG TAU 0-2A 0.3
300 :
(CAPT Mike DAVENPORT)
VR 0-2A s
(LTCOL BAKER) 050
20
VR 0O-2A 24
(LTCOL BAKER) 050
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VR 0-2A
21 3'00 3.3
POSSUM 28 /17
FAC
POSSUM 09
8 Mk 82 972 :
22
=> NUI DAT
CHLOROQUINE
NUI DAT 0-2A 0.3
=> VUNG TAU 972 '
FAC
0-2A
23 2.7
2 wA-1E 972
12 Mk 82
VR
0-2A
(LT Joy) 972 2.8
0.8 SIM ADF / GCA
FAC
o4 (LT KLING) oo
2 wA-37 300 22
8 Mk 82
=> BEIN HOA
BEIN HOA %'OZOA 0.8
=> VUNG TAU '
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35 SON CARIBOU DELTA LOGISTIC FLIGHT

FREE

USIT HISTORY SHIZL -
DETAILS OF OPIRLTIONS

BY 4O 35 SQUZDRON SOUTH VIETN _y . NO OF SHEED 4

25

PRGN 2350 HOURS_pgapnaq T0_ 2359 HOURS_g5apn70
D.IE LIRCRAFT CREY SORTIES | TLIE - ’,},’?}‘@"3‘ . ARES :MD TYFE OF OPER/TION. FREIGHT | IL | RAY ! SEDEVIC
25APRT0 1 M4=179 | ‘::vm“ 13 7.00 | - 002 KISSION ' . o0 20| - 6 -
WGCDR  HITCHITL R © 35SQN CARIBOU DELTA SHUTTLE| . s I
254PR 4= GPCAPT  HCKDRY - wIssyoy CAOLAHN 4 | agz0 . S )
20,1 140 FSGT  DEDOFR o 4:40 o oS LONG XUYEN 480 4920 1 .
N FLGOFF  SCHULZ AN THOI 4 g i i
) CA MAU i
VIHN LOI
) TRA VIHN
KILLSO . Vo ! - ) B
25APRT0 | M-191 CALVERT 9 3.00 | - 003 Hassron ? 5200 1380 M3 -
] UIL:S@ o ; ; b { 1T )
25APRTO |  A4-191 CALVERY 2 50 2 007 MISSION 650 350 25 -
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VUNG TAU 0-2A 03
=> NUI DAT 045 '
VR
SIOUX - POSSUM (LT PARTRIDGE) SIOUX
727 1.7
BLACK PONY - 2 ¢ MARINE OV-10
26 16 x'5" ZUNI Ry
VR
SIOUX
728 2.0
SIOUX - POSSUM (LT PARTRIDGE)
NUI DAT 0-2A 0.3
=>VUNG TAU 053 '
FAC
(LT JOoY)
27 2 X/F'IOO 0O-2A 2.0
8 Mk 82 300
SAS TIC
ARTILLERY
FAC
POSSUM 20
0-2A
29 2 xF-100 045 2.7
8 Mk 82
CHLOROQUINE
NAPALM F-100
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VR /FAC
2 x A-37 - 8 Mk 82, ARTY - (SAS TIC)

While conducting av solo-VR mission I heard av whispered radio-
calll onwthe VHF-FM from o SAS Callsig. They advised that they
had beew exposed to-VC patrol and were being pursued by VC.

They advised that they were attempting relocate themselves to-
their primawy LZ for extraction. They were ovly able to-give awv
approximation of their location and distance from the LZ.

I contacted the TACP and requested imumediate support from
Bushwanger’ gunshipsy and ‘slicks’ helicopter for extractiov. I
put artillery ow request and initiated o inumediote aivstrike
request.

0 | 02 | 5
I was able to identify the oviginal VC positionw from SAS
description and called inv awtillery onto-that location knowing
the SAS were now safely away from the awea. I ‘walked’ the
impact area towards the SAS location.

Not long after the SAS were at the LZ. The ‘Buwshwanger’ gunshipy
were able to-identify the SAS position and begaw suppressing the
awveaw withy rocket and mini-guwnw fire to- protect the ‘slicks’

helicopter’s approach.
Once extracted, move owtillery was used in the probable

position of the VC and later o aivstrike was used to-tawvget the

BDA was plavwned for another day!
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Jou Co-pllot oury Night Flying Flight Time Instrument Flying 1/F Approoches

i
—Qlo Copetn s’ | 2nd Pior Uincluding number of day or night
Popliaw/ Conse landings as st Pilot or Dual)

Doy Flying
Total

= Ca
Safior | ndPilot | Duel | laPilor | 2ndPilet | Dual | Tolel proin
m @ [C] “ 51 () ” (s ) ae | an | 02

W17:25/12:45 19840 [120:45 | |\-lo lSI-45 254051
.25 o 25

- - ~ Totals brought forward
.| .NUUDAT.. - BIEN WOR
BIEN HOA - NUL_DAT

" - |
140 |40
4200 (2:00 |
1:Q0 | 1:00
245|245
4.30 | 430 ™

3:00.|.3:00 i
R R (R 145 | 1:AS R LI SR
230 2.302:30

%

. POSSUM._ 21
e SN AL BOG
L DNCE A3 MAGPE

MAGRIE 6l [4]

VONG TAU - NUi DAT

T poarae| SELE 220 132s
D DENe SELE :

DI BNGD| SELE

235 | 2:48
3do | 320
2:50 | 2:50
2.45|2.45

. KoE
2:50|2:50). 50 e
2 ™

NoTAY
S AWK Q7.
(TG RLADEO7
o RANP 7

IC...LITER 07 3

B
0
Ll Nl Sl
i
i
o I o
i N & i

o B

T BUMMARY
UNITUSAE

S s s e

- SHONATURE | Rsnnmsencmnnss | e csnes dfonmatons | ctsascasnsssuasnsosssodlussassmmssnssssasmscansonsissssssasesnssmncessasisnat

LATE

|
1231-55, 2 40| 122. 40 [122-15 -0 |572 B0|i50 10007450050 | _ | _

I had o neowr mid-air withv v F-100 fighter recovering from owv aborted dive
bomb-pass. We were working inv v nawrow gap between towering cunmudus cloud.
This forced me to-be inthe same ‘air space’ close to-the fighter’s roll out inv dive.

He had to-abort his pass and recovered early - I had to-pull up into-the vertical
ond virtually ‘hang there’ and wait - I felt & heard him go-past - it was too-
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CASUALTY!

BEFORE AFTER

“@#$/\ *@”

\\I//

Just as I lifted off ow take-off ruw at NUI DAT, o lawge pheasant decided to-
louwnchv off across the runway and into- my flight pati.

I was committed to-the take-off and had no- way to- owoid the pheasant. The
first impact was av loud bang o the nose with the pheasant remaing throww
off to- the right-hand side where heavy thuwmp was felt as it hit the wing

No-engine or handling effectsy were noticed and I recovered to-VUNG TAU.
Damage:

e afew heart beaty were lost

o cracked engine cowling
o blood ‘wguty all over!
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MAY 70

VUNG TAU
=> NUI DAT 02A | .
045 :
(LT JOV)
VR - SIOUX
SIOUX |
POSSUM 374 '
(LT Greg MONTEITH)
1
FAC - SIOUX
SIOUX |,
POSSUM 374 :
(LT ELLWOOD)
NUI DAT
=> VUNG TAU 02A | .
050 :
(LT JOHNSON)
2
to FREE
3
VUNG TAU
4 => BEIN HOA %‘523’* 1.4
=> VUNG TAU
VR 0-2A
5 0'45 2.5
POSSUM 26
FAC
POSSUM 28
0-2A
6 MAGPIE 31 050 2.8
6 Mk 82
CHLOROQUINE
FAC
POSSUM 26 0-2A
7 g 3.0
MAGPIE 51
6 Mk 82
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FAC
POSSUM 28 0-2A
8 o 27
MAGPIE 51
6 Mk 82
FAC
0-2A
2 wF-100 300 32
8 Mk 82
9
B-52 ARCLIGHT
B-52 HEAVY BOMB ATTACK ON
LONG HAI MOUNTAINS EAST OF VUNG TAU
FAC
POSSUM 28 0-2A
10 o 24
6 X F-100
24 Mk 82
VR 0-2A
11 9'72 2.7
POSSUM 20
FAC
POSSUM 22 0-2A
12 e 27
MAGPIE 61
6 Mk 82
FAC
POSSUM 23
0-2A
13 MAGPIE 51 045 25
6 Mk 82
CHLOROQUINE
VR 0-2A
14 0'45 2.6
POSSUM 23
15 FREE
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VR
0-2A
16 => BEIN HOA 045 | 30
=> VUNG TAU
VR 0-2A
17 9'72 25
POSSUM 09
VUNG TAU
=> BEIN HOA
0-2A
18 VR 2300 3.0
POSSUM 26/28
VR 0-2A
045 2:5
POSSUM 28
19
VR 0-2A
P 1.3
(LTCOL BAKER)
FAC
MAGPIE 51
6 ¥ Mk 82
6 xA-37 0-2A 3.0
24 Mk 82 045 '
20 2 wF-100
8 Mk 82
COMMANDO VAULT
FAC
0-2A
6 x F-100 053 2.6
24 Mk 82
21 FREE

POSSUM 28 / JADE 01 ‘shot at’ by D4457?

Probably delayed fusing of some CBU-58 that F-100s5 had just dropped; it generated o
rushv of avivstrikes to- deter the alleged ‘culprity’!!
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VUNG TAU
=> RAAF BUTTERWORTH

- LEAvE c-130 | 2.0
23 10 29 MAY
23
to
29
CHLOROQUINE
%0 RAAF BUTTERWORTH
=> PENANG c-130 | 30
=> VUNG TAU
VR
LT JOY
(LT Joy) 0-2A
045 2.0
POSSUM 23
IF
31
VR
(LT JOV) 02a | .
POSSUM 23 045 :
IF
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Your Co-pllet oury Day Flying Night Flying Flight Time Instrument Flying | 1/F Approaches

970 gy c::T:Ilo-" And 3ot Bacioting. womber of day or night dPilot | Dual 1stPilot | 2ndPilot | Dual Total Captaln |  Sim Act Type Ne
 Mown e | Typmand ark [ o i e Il i w.:.” ,nm. @ @ l 51 [ @ | “0°| @ ® | oo | on | 02
el e | e e = brought forward B | = =

MA ' 0.2-A 045 |13 I SELE NG TAU - NUL DAT e = o
_MAY i [Soux 274 |2 monTiE| _SELF VR LSS - S|
MAA L | SIDUX | 374 T ELLWNOOD| S ol PG ; 4 ~ 2-00

MAY { 024 050 |2 Jouwon | SELE | NUUDAT -VUNG TA) : Y- 4

mAM. |4 | OLA 093 | . SELE | NUNG TAY . = BIEN HOA - JUNG! 125

MAY 5 |.02A | 0AS [ SELE I, | - Possum 20

MAY 6..|. 028 |O50. | SELE | FAC MAGPIE 31 Possom] 2530

maY 7 Q2A 053 | .. SELE | G IVAGPIE B2 2:00

mAY 8 ozn a0 | SELE i NG A e 2-45

MAY 1O QZA o | _SELE | BAC. . ELECYT.Sl. R, = |35

MAY |0 | 028 |30 | sEF | [ FAC DCEAI RNPID 2:25

May o oza 1o12 f Seve . (VR POMOM 20 2:4%

3

CMAy 142 | 02A 1053 [ SELE. [ .
MR 03 1 0N OARI SECE. |
\ SELE
| -SELE
3. |.02A 200 | SELE.
1.Qan | 045 SELE v SR
OAM 1053 [oL BAKER| SELE. [ VR
O2A . |0AS | SELF o BAKER| FAC
026|093 GAKER | SELE | FAC
O2n . |oAS | SELE || V&

O2A. |04 | SELE

R fossom 23

FAC. .INASPIEGL.. Poss:
el S

6x AT i<Floo, \(BSZ.
Axblon.. oo
__Peesom 23 0 S

SUMMARY "HOR

~UNIT RAE T
DATE 34
SIGNATURE A o=
e - “ NIE k] e
Totals carried forward Jl%~‘3f 83.40]122.15 : 232 45- e W&SSI | - >

VR 0O-2A

=> BEIN HOA 045 | 22

BEIN HOA
=> NUI DAT

0-2A 14
(LT JoYy) 045 :

IF

FAC

(LT O©’GRADY)

0-2A
POSSUM 21 /08 972 3.6

4 wF-100
16 Mk 82

FREE

CHLOROQUINE
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VUNG TAU
=> BEIN HOA 0-2A 04
050 '
(CAPT Mike DAVENPORT)
B 0-2A 0.5
4 BEIN HOA => NUI DAT 300
VR
0-2A
POSSUM 25 300 2.3
=> VUNG TAU
VR 0-2A
5 0'45 2.8
POSSUM 20
FAC
POSSUM 25
0-2A
6 4 W F-100 os0 | 28
16 Mk 82
CHLOROQUINE
FAC
5 0-2A 29
MAGPIE 71 /11/81/61 050 '
24 Mk 82
INSTRUCTOR PILOT (IP) UPGRADE
(MAJ Jumv ALLENDER) %'722A 2.3
=> BEIN HOA
8
BEIN HOA
=>VUNG TAU 0-2A 05
300 :
(0.1 NIGHT)
IP UPGRADE
9 (MAT Jomy ALLENDER) %‘026* 23
(0.5 SIM)
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Cwrvent and experienced FAC trained fighter piloty were i shovt supply by the late
1960s. Hence,; most junior ranking piloty were awriving divectly from the O-2 / FAC
School at the 4410th CCTS at Hulbwt AFB (Holley Field), FL. They had basic
training but, no-operational experience. The Commander & OPSO were ex B-47 and

C-141 piots.

Hence, de facto- JADE OCU° was created/!!

(Similawrly invthe mid-1970s, experienced qualified F-4 piloty were becoming
scarce, and whew I was instructing at the 414 Fighter Weapons School at
Nellis AFB we; for av shovt time, were requalifying past F-4 piloty for the strike

role, and outstanding junior F-4 piloty as specialiged air combat pilots for the

air wawr over NovtihvVietnam.)

VUNG TAU O-2A 12
=> BEIN HOA 300 '
IP UPGRADE
10
(CAPT LIFE)
O-2A
046 | 20
(0.8 SIM /0.3 NIGHT)
CHLOROQUINE
BEIN HOA
11
4 ROCKETS 0700 Hrsy ON AIRFIELD
IP CHECK
IPs travinv studenty to- operate aivcraft safely. They teach their
studenty safety rules and aircraft operations.
At JADE the role was to- travinw new FACs in thweats, tactics; 0-2A
techniques, and procedures. Support daily training by 374 2.2
12 scheduling, mission plamning; creating mission materials;
(CAPT HOGAN)
(0.8 SIM)
0-2A
VR 045 19
VR
(LTCOL Tom EDGE) 0-2A
13 NEW COMMANDER o72 | 2°
POSSUM 08
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BEIN HOA =>VUNG TAU 0-2A 0.6
053
14 FAC
(LT Jomv FULLER) 0-2A 31
053 '
4 ¢ F-100
16 Mk 82
FAC
(LTCOL Tom EDGE) 0-2A 5
972 -5
2 ¥ F-100
8 Mk 82
15
VR
. 0-2A
(LT Jomv FULLER) 072 2.3
POSSUM 20
16 FREE
NIGHT FAC UNDER FLARES
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As v pawt of the in-theatre inductiow for the low experienced FACs; I regudanly
engaged the 105 wuwor 155 mun awtillery batteries at Nui Dat to- introduce ands
maintoin FAC currency i awtilery procedures. The accuracy of the fall of shot
was very impressive!

For safety, artillery radio-procedures were very structured and had to-be strictly
wsed to- ensure trouble-free, safe fire missions.

17

FAC - LONG HAI, COMMANDO VAULT

0-2A a2
(LTCOL Tom EDGE) 375 :

CHLOROQUINE

TheBLU-82B / C-130 weapow systemy, knoww as ‘COMMANDO VAULT - nicknawmed
‘daisy cutter’ invVietnam and Afghaniston for ity ability to-flattesv o forest into-
a helicopter landing zone.

It is & 15,000 pound (6,800 kg) covwentional bomb; delivered from a C-130 at

10 000 ft under Ground Radaw control. The accuracy was about 100 metres and
it- cleawved anv areaw suitable for about a 3 UH -1H helicopter insertio.

We controlled the drop zone - almost o traffic jom withv observing aircraft - I
once overflew at impact detonation at 2 500 ft - it lifted owr O-2A avfew 100 ft
and had, o impressive NUKE vapour front, a big bang and cloud/).
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FAC
18 (LTCOL Tom EDGE) 0-2A 24
972
2 xF-100
8 Mk 82
FAC
(LTCOL Tom EDGE) 0-2A 28
053 ’
2 xwF-100
19
8 Mk 82
0-2A
VR 375 1.9
FAC
(LT Tomv FULLER) 0-2A
20 375 3.8
2 xwF-100
8 Mk 82
DUTY OFFICER NUI DAT
QUARTERS - 161 RECCE SQN
Army Avialion Regiment, NUI DAT
MRX COMMUNICATION WITH BUTTERWORTH
21
to TRANSFERRED
ACCOMMODATION
23 FROM
VUNG TAU HOTEL
TO VUNG TAU
AIRFIELD ARMY
BARRACKS
OPPOSITE JADE
FLIGHT-LINE.
VR
(MAJ Ted COTHRAN) 0O-2A
24 NEW OPSO 045 2.1
CHLOROQUINE
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FAC

(MATJ Ted COTHRAN) 0O-2A
25 25
053
2 wF-100
8 Mk 82
FAC
(MAJ Ted COTHRAN) 0-2A
2.2
375
2 wF-100
26 8 Mk 82
VR 0-2A
375 1.6
(MAJ Ted COTHRAN)
FAC
. (MATJ Ted COTHRAN) 0-2A 28
053
2 wF-100
8 Mk 82
VUNG TAU 0-2A 0.3
=> NUI DAT 375 :
FAC
28
(LT O’GRADY) 0-2A »s
375 '
2 xF-100
8 Mk 82
VR 0-2A
045 L7
(MAJ Ted COTHRAN)
29
VR 0-2A
045 2.4
(LT DEAN)
VR 0-2A
30 300 2.6
(LT DEAN)
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Yoor
AICRAFT PRl :,::‘ outy Night Fying Piight Time Inwtrument Fiying | 1/F Approsches.
e T | ™| TERTRRLET B e o | = | w || |l (S
= | o == ot - — Totals brought ferwerd G o) -
~Jon [ 1 | 028 10451 SELF | TR N— 2:15|2:15 =

_Son || oz2a jo4s| eelE |11 Jod | RuEN HOM - NUIDAT - 1:25 o

_Tom |2 | o2n 912 | SELF BN L Reng.._ 3 340 |3-40

A 050 [TOARRN SELT. . |IMe D - RIEN WOR 25
200 | seuE | |BIENHOM - VONGTAD 2:50(2:50
OAS| SELE | VR __Poseom 2o 2:50 {250
050 | SELF | |ENC.  BUE 05 nAWdK 4 2:5012:50
Joso| skuf | |ENC. mhepie 7))L R\ Gl 2:55 |12.85
Q12 | SELE wihuped 1P OPGRNNE - BiEn HOA 220 (2:.20 =
200 1 A Ay - N o 30 20
20c L 2:20 12.20 | 30
046 | i 20 220 1220 |-50
314 2:15 12:15 |-S0
045 158 1S5
200 | -3 DO
Q12| SELE KO EDGE[ VR PoSSOME. 2:30 2.3
gum ia | o2a |osi| sELf |\r pmaEe] FAC  BAP U7 HAWK .45 |2.45
Il s | o2n |912 | SELE KoL Ehek| TAL  bAaK 0O 2:30 12: 30
Son IS | o2e |92 seuF laenuelve o 3 2:20 |2:20
son |17 |ozn  |2i5| SELE  f ERcE] PRC Comae 245 |35 05
Ton |12 | o2n  |972] SELF | N YT 2:25 12:2%
Ton (10 | o2n 033 )| Sl | e i ;.Y RAO 13 250 12:50 23
Tow Lo lazh Bygilegir o) LR ; 1155 ) 195 i)

— JoNE |20 | O2M |315 | SELF |7 FOLER| EAC  BUADE Os . i i 3:50(2.50 ]
_Junk |24 | o2a |oas | seLF T N Py 0 T [ 2.0 [2:10 W e
_JoNE | 25| O2A |OS3 | SELF . FAC__DoGeel . I W e T
Tong |26 O2A  |315 [ SELF . FAC  BORCAT QL. Y Mg 3-50(2.50 B 5 5
_Jong |27 | o2 [0s3 | seLE . FAC___TIDESI T N EOR =7 o ) S
INE O2h (315 | SELF YONG TA) - NUJ DAT T (-~ 2ol 20 3
_TuNe |28 | 02A (275 | SELE  \TOeRMM| FAC _ TIDE 41 Y 2.30|2:30 i
_BUNE f29 | O2n (045 |SELF moone Ve  SEENlAS| | .45 |1-45 o
_Jong |20 | O2n  [0AS | SELE |LT DEAN | VR T e R -
_JUNE ue ™ e i

Q2A 20 —JI82517638]2.10| 3o |
= A LT o1
L{ _OFHICER.
WY WP Rt Y ) M ATF
P — 02235 (188 4o [122:45 I1-lo [700:5012445(10 0531 do| _ | _
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ANNUAL SUMMARY - 30 JUN 70

PERIODIC SUMMARY Day Flying Night Flying Flight Time | Instrument Flying

1st Pilot | 2nd Pilot| Dwal 1st Pilot |2nd Pilot| Dual Total | Captain Sim Act

Date Occasion Class/Type of A/C m (2) 3 (4) (5) (6) N J (8) 9) (10)

DTONTIMNNOAL SET
MIRAGE 161 21-20 194-20(194-20| 4 30 |24- A5

PISTON
CESSNA 02 10758 180 |5-00 e,

VIO 5.05 05l | [

...... VEL\COPTER| i 1 -
SI00X oo || edel

TOTAL. . BEASS214S | B0 3230 52 do dth 59| 12:4.0|25.55

................... Cerhfiad.. Cotect (o e} 4-TULES |40 | - 20T UNAD o f
................... A ofcloplily.. | WELL| ABOVE UK KRG o

................... Qe —UHRL T 84 UL(T. TRANSIV4 deELCER /W3T
........................ LS. oRTSTWOG P R G AVD AL

Signakue (4L Rdab. 7.0 usns C““W“%‘MA’:

VR 0-2A
053 2.3
(LT FULLER)
1
VR 0-2A
972 0.8
CHLOROQUINE
VR
0-2A
R
2 (LT FULLER) 053 1.8
(0.2 ACT)
VR
0-2A
3 (LT FULLER) 050 25
(0.7 SIM - 0.1 ACT)
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FAC
(LT O’GRADY) 0-2A
4 e 2.6
2 ¥ F-100
8 Mk 82
VR 0-2A
053 2.3
(LT ©’GRADY)
5 VR
(LT JOY) 0-2A a5
050 :
2 wA-37
8 Mk 82
VR
0-2A
6 (LT FULLER) s 2.5
POSSUM 23
FAC
(LT FULLER) 0-2A
7 050 4.0
6 X F-100
24 Mk 82
VR
(LT O’GRADY)
POSSUM 08 0-2A
8 P 2.3
(0.2 ACT)
CHLOROQUINE
FAC
(LT O’GRADY) 0-2A ”3
050 :
2 xF-100
9 8 Mk 82
VR 0-2A
972 2.7
(CAPT Mike DAVENPORT)
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FAC

(LT O’GRADY) 0-2A
10 Pt 3.0
2 v F-100
8 Mk 82
VR - SIOUX SI0UX o
POSSUM 09 (MAJ CALVERT) 734
FAC
11 (LT DEAN)
0-2A
2 xF-100 050 3.7
8 Mk 82
MRX COMMUNICATION WITH BUTTERWORTH
VR
(LT JOY) 0-2A 07
972 :
4 wA-37
16 Mk 82
12
FAC
2 wA-37 0-2A 17
8 Mk 82 050 :
(0.5 SIM)
0-2A
VR P 2.8
13 VR
0-2A
(LT FULLER) P 2.4
(NIGHT 1.2)
VR
0-2A
14 (LT JOY) 053 3.2
NIGHT 2.0
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FAC
0-2A
LT JOHNSON
(LT JOHNSON) 050 2.0
2 ¥F-100
4 Mk 82
15
VR
(LT DEAN) 0-2A
NIGHT 1.1 045 2.3
CHLOROQUINE
VR
0-2A
16 NIGHT 0.2 972 15
(0.2 SIM)
FAC
(LT DEAN) 0-2A 29
050 :
4 wF-100
16 Mk 82
17
VR
0-2A
(LT FULLER) 050 2.2
(NIGHT 1.0)
FAC
(LT FULLER) 0-2A 23
050 :
2 ¥F-100
8 Mk 82
18 FAC
(LT JOHNSON)
0-2A
2 wA-37 053 24
8 Mk 82
(NIGHT 1.7)
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FAC
LT FULLER
19 (LT FULLER)

4 »F-100
16 Mk 82

0-2A
045

3.4

FAC

(LT DEAN)
20 2 ¥ F-100
8 Mk 82

(0.3 SIM)

0-2A
053

2.6

21 FREE

VUNG TAU
=> RAAF BUTTERWORTH
22

LEAVE
23to 30 JUL

C-130

2.0

23

to

30

31 RAAF BUTTERWORTH
=>VUNG TAU

C-130

2.0

The only time that yow were awawe of ground fire was at night! And then; only
if tracer was used. We did not see it very often as night FAC was inv limited use

(very howd to- nowigate on ‘black as ...” night). Futher, the VC, if they were
smout, did not give away their location by announcing it with tracer rownds!
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ATRCRAFT Co-pilot oury Day Flying Night Fiying Fiight Time Instroment Fiying | 1/F Approaches
—97a e r.:n“..n;w "m’::::z ;,,""* urier | 2avior | Dual | terier | 2ndpier [ Ovel | Towl | Copiain [ Sm | Aa [ Type | Ne
] Mo gt e m o @ “ ) © () ® @ | v [ an | o
= - - —_ — - — Totals brought forword I L _
S T FOUER] VR Lol . —— i1
050 | SELE..|T EILER [\ 220 |
045 | SELE. M QerAw 2:40
2:20
AC.. EALCON |\, BOBAT 12, Ao ny
o POSSOM R . 2.20]
2-00
2:29
245 .12:45
L4545 | 20
2501220
Uil L L 2:25.1225
2.00 2:1512-)%
2:0012:00
L.lo 1261925
912 | SELF R i 4o L2e | l30 LS i
| 080]. SELE | DEAN | FAC, TIRE &I 2.582:58 pe
| ORO| SELE. [T Eouee | MR ... ... oo 220 | 2:20
050| SELF I FUMER| FAC . TDE 6L 220|220 el
052 | SELE__JTTMNsoN EAG _ MELLOTACKET. 1:4S 2:30)2:20
OAS | SELE [T Fouga| FAC  BOBCAT 61 HAWK 2:25 | 3:25
023 SELE DEAN | EAC . DEVIL AL 3 H 2:551.2:55 |.:20
R i LB O : T30 731 0/1840{205 | 25 | | ‘
T | UNIT USAE | TRCP[IKEE YN - oo |
..... S N — Y Y v - £ !
| SIGNATURE | 777t = | o 5
""" stk BAAEELR oo
, L R baisoN OFfl
. . ! ¥ - | ATF
RR—— 535 | (8840130 15 W-lo [1781-001497: s9n3.10/92:05] _ | _
FAC
1 (LT DEAN) 0O-2A 32
972 '
4 xF-100
16 Mk 82
FAC
(LT DEAN) 0O-2A 25
300 )
2 2 x»F-100
8 Mk 82
0-2A
VR 1.5
053
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VR 0-2A
3 050 2.6
POSSUM 09
0-2A
4 VR 050 2.6
VR
LT DEAN
¢ ) 0-2A
053 2.0
POSSUM 29
=> BEIN HOA
5
BEIN HOA
=> VUNG TAU
(LT DEAN) 0-2A
053 0.5
(0.1 ACT)
CHLOROQUINE
VR
6 (LT DEAN) POSSUM 24 %_52? 15
=> NUI DAT
7 NUI DAT 0-2A 0.3
=> VUNG TAU 050 :
FAC
(LT DEAN) 0-2A 26
045 :
2 ¥ F-100
8 Mk 82
8 NIGHT FAC
(MATJ Ted COTHRAN)
0-2A
4 wF-100 045 2.1
16 Mk 82
(NIGHT 2.2)
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FAC
(LT DEAN) 0-2A
9 " 36
2 wF-100
8 Mk 82
VR 0-2A
10 P 25
POSSUM 09
FAC
0-2A
11 2 wF-100 053 25
8 Mk 82
VR 0-2A
12 - 2.0
CHLOROQUINE
DUTY OFFICER NUI DAT
0-2A
13 VR - NUI DAT 972 0.6
=> VUNG TAU
VR 0-2A
14 s 25
POSSUM 24
FAC
6 ¥F-5
15 24 Mk 82 %‘52:,:* 38
2 wA-37
8 Mk 82
F-5t A-37
VR - SIOUX soux | .
POSSUM (LT MACKWORTH) 641
2 wA-37 0-2A .
8 Mk 82 972 :
(0.2 ACT)
17 VR %‘523{* 12
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DUTY OFFICER - NIU DAT
18
MRX COMMUNICATION WITH BUTTERWORTH
19
FREE
to
CHLOROQUINE
20
VR 0-2A
972 25
POSSUM 22
FAC
21 (LT JOHNSON) 0-2A )3
053
2 xF-100
8 Mk 82
VUNG TAU 0O-2A 0.5
=>BEIN HOA 050 '
BEIN HOA 0-2A 05
—> VUNG TAU 050 :
VR
(LTCOL Tom EDGE) 0-2A 1.9
- 050
POSSUM 25
=> BEIN HOA
=>VUNG TAU 0-2A .
050 :
ARTILLERY PROCEDURES LECTURE TO 19 TASS PERSONNEL
VR 0-2A
972 08
(LT JOY)
23 VR
0-2A
LT JOHNSON s 0.4
(0.3 SIM)
FAC
POSSUM 28 0-2A
24 " 31
2 xF-100
8 Mk 82
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VR
0-2A
25 POSSUM 24 050 25
DUTY OFFICER - NUI DAT
DUTY OFFICER - NUI DAT
VR 0-2A
045 L7
(LT AIRD)
26 " CESSNA 180
CESSNA 180
NUI DAT
=> VUNG TAU 0-2A 0.3
050 '
CHLOROQUINE
VR
0-2A
(LT DEAN) 053 2.1
27 POSSUM 08
BEIN HOA 0-2A 05
=> NUI DAT 300 '
VR
0-2A
POSSUM 23 053 2.5
(0.4 ACT)
28
VR
(LT JOHNSON) 0-2A 20
POSSUM 23 050 '
(0.5 SIM)
FAC
0-2A
29 2 wF-100 050 2.7
8 Mk 82
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FAC - LZ PREP
(LTCOL Tom EDGE) 0-2A 20
050 :
2 »F-100
8 Mk 82
POSSUM (LT Greg MONTEITH) 728
NUI DAT
=>VUNG TAU 0-2A 03
045 :
(LT JOoY)
VR
0-2A
(LT Jov) 045 3.0
(0.5 SIM)
31 VR - SIOUX SIOUX
641 1.0
(LT KERR)
BEIN HOA 0-2A 0.8
=> VUNG TAU 972 '
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e AIRCRAFT Coptole Co-pllot o Doy Flying Night Flying Flight Time tastrument Fiying |  1/7 Approaches
5t 2 puot (Including number of day or night — =
P ol T R T s e
Al 3153208 3 4
2:3q | 2:30.|2:30 m.|
1:20 1:30 !
2.40. 2.40 | 2:40].
MQ 240 |2:40
2:00. . 2:00.|2:00
20 | 30 20
120 1:20.| 1:30
| [ I — 20| 20
DEVIL. S Ao, O I [ o e S N
DICE47 RAPRR B, 2.9, 2-50|2.50 "
\CONL_ IS 3.40 R:40]| 3:-40
Rossom Q 2:30 2201230
EAC.  SKRRE 2\ - 2 2.4 1240
A4 2.90 2.002.00
L Ao 40| 40
IR__Jossom 24 ’ : 230|230 o)
EAC  DRASON 'CT PURRE & 3. 3.40 | 340
 MELLOWSOCKET 1L LAS 24s | 2.45 o
35 3
| TG GoBCAT 3| 3 2%
RIEN HOA - UUNETAU | 8z
225
2SS
2l

VR Possum 24
NUUDAT - JONG TRy, S8 20
7 LGHT._RE LA

| . RLERLL 7’2.00.
080 | SELF | |FAC BoRCAT G\ W 2.4S
O2A |0A5 | SELE  |rco Ebee | FAC. GOBCAT 3 (2 .2:00

SA00X | T28 1T montiery| SELE R | 2:00
02A | 050 LT Tod | VR e 2
o0 |osc| SEIF (r Sou | ¥R N 200 (GhAR o |15 o | 50
1Sloox |64) [T KeRe | SELE | VR g | 0o INR_uncom offceR | 100 | .00
3| 0an |972. | SELE 13 o __JIATE 0| -So

MR FOR - BAGUST 170~ E2hA i@ 1% FE Io| 7510 :
e s rreodiiy <leox B L2 : -10| 7510|115 | -50
NIT-YSOF | ThCe- e -Rn S o i 335
| £ A5 145

g Ry DATE -SR]
ISIONATURE... K225 L.
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SEP70

0-2A
1 VR P 2.1
VR
POSSUM 22 0-2A
2 053 2.4
CHLOROQUINE
VR
(LT SYNNOTT) 0-2A 1o
045 :
CESSNA 180
3
DUTY OFFICER - NUI DAT
0-2A 03
NUI DAT 300 :
=> VUNG TAU
VR
0-2A
POSSUM 23 o7 25
4 => BEIN HOA
BEIN HOA 0-2A 05
=> VUNG TAU 972 :
5 WX CANCELLED
0-2A
6 VR 053 2.6
FAC
0-2A
7 2 wF-100 972 2.5
8 Mk 82
DUTY OFFICER - NUI DAT
0-2A
8 NUI DAT 050 0.3
=> VUNG TAU
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VR
LT JOHNSON 0-2A
(LT J ) 045 2.0
CHLOROQUINE
9
VR
0-2A
(LT DEAN) 972 1.0
(0.7 NIGKT)
VR — SIOUX o1E
10 976 2.3
POSSUM 20 (LT JENKINS)
FAC
=> BEIN HOA 028
11 045 2.8
2 wF-100
8 Mk 82
BEIN HOA 0-2A 05
=> VUNG TAU 045 :
12
VR 0-2A
045 26
POSSUM 23
DUTY OFFICER - NUI DAT
NUI DAT 0-2A
13 => VUNG TAU 053 0.3
MRX COMMUNICATIONS WITH BUTTERWORTH
VR 0-2A
14 a5 2.7
POSSUM 20
VR 0-2A
15 P 25
POSSUM 04
VUNG TAU
=> NUI DAT
_ 0-2A
16 => VUNG TAU P 0.6
CHLOROQUINE
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FINAL FLIGHT

VUNG TAU
=> NUI DAT
=>VUNG TAU

17 MRX COMMUNICATIONS WITH BUTTERWORTH %f: 0.6

The Commander was tevrvified that I would
perform anw unw-aunthorvised ‘beat-up’ of the
Base upow retwrn from my last flight.

.

I spawred him the angst!
P P P P 9 o P B N )
7 |oar 20| ot | g | serf e | ] i ) o) 17| 48
7! P P P I e P 2
o |rati sl s o7 Lorr ] s lat] ot | 1] 4% l15g) ]
il AEE it i) ic6 | sor
7] P — ] 2
bl 177 2l 198}y
P [P say Jite Dl 3) izl ] g |
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® || C o )e z ] o=
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88 | = Ll Z1e] 5}
7] 13¢ T .\f.,p-uf]‘f
4 | r7lase] 2 [l al=|=]
o | i) s s wlaolOlo] L
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T L o] 33
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57 |ad etz ) i} 35
2 | I I P A I T A S
R R P P e B G e e I R EA R K
P Pl s ) o T P ) = 2% 5 En
B EE = 7

‘Short Time Calendory probably stawted during the Vietnown Wowr. Many persovwnel had
a calendor onw which they crossed out the dayy spent inv Vietnawm. Whenw yow were
considered ‘short’ the calendow was takev more seriously.

Usually, nothing move thaw o simple, pocket sized calendaw ov piece of paper withi
numbered squanwes, each one representing a day and that was cawried by o soldier who-
mowked off the days ‘in-cowntry” one by one wnitil his rotationw date came up.

Some got creative;, some were ‘works of aut’; pictures divided up like o ‘paint-by-
numbers drowing where yow colowred inv one day at o time; but basically, they were
Jjust o way to-keep track of the davys left until end of tour.

Some had more appeal thaw others!

Many personnel used the calendaw to- justify removing thenuelves from operational
activity well befove their end of tour date.

I personally flew up until the last davy!
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ON POSTING - 24 SEP 70

PERIODIC SUMMARY Day Flying Night Flying Flight Time Instrument Flying

1st Pilot | 2nd Pilot| Dual | 1stPilot |2nd Pilot| Dual Total | Captain Sim Act

Date Occasion Class/Type of A/C (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 7 (8) 9) (10)

I75EP 7o |[END 0F|CESSNA  O2AJA6RDS Belolo0] . | 0 AR -50450201 |20 2:25

CESSNG O|E

B AV DAL AN TN A A

24 SEP 70

RAAF
BUTTERWORTH MIRAGE - FCI

1 DEC 70
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

RAAF AIRCREW RECORD OF OPERATIONAL TOUR

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCEC €47 7Fi 7™My

Cma

Form P/P 138

(Revised September, 1950)
AIRCREW RECORD OF OPERATIONAL TOUR

(Do not attempt to fill in return without. reading instructions inside front cover.)

Member's Number.044090..............Rank.. ELE Lk
ame...... BaMe.. SCHULZ
“ Category.. GD PILOT REPUBLIC OF
Part 1— RECORD of OPERATIONAL TOUR with No.............SQN. mﬂg_ggzg@%,{mm
Date Tour Commenced........24LANTQ ¥ By posting to No.....Squadron
Date Tour Finished 2ASER 70 By posting from I\Ew Agu.dmn to.3..SQN

Part 2 — DETAILS of FLYING on TOUR between ABOVE DATES

Whilst on tpoﬂed Whilst on posted
strength strength of No.

—nSquadron | .......Squadron

(@) Number of operational sorties) () Strikes and attacks .. .. .. [}.-253
performed } (i1) Other ops.

& Nimhor sl puelioodl Boun] DDy s s o © o jesoibak)
flown .. .. .. M & @ 15.35

() Number of other hours flown .. o5 s L 5 -

(d) Approximate date of first operational sortie S5 & i v B 2 éJAN70

(e Approximate date of last operational sortie = - % = 175@ 70

(f) Approxxmatc period, if any, non-effective between (d) and (c) due to minor
casualties, sickness, or leave beyond the area. N % S .. o K MS

— A

Signature of
~/ A

(k) Commanding officer’s recommendatién as to the subsequent duty for vihich ‘the member is considered suitable........... =

(3) Logbcok assessment at Squadron

W

—— o RAYVY
. ™ _—Q‘)Oﬁér tommandmg
This space for use by R.A.A.F. Hgrs. only. TV S
SO
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FLTLT BARRY M SCHULZ, AFC
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AIR FORCE CROSS
QUEENS COMMENDATION for VALUABLE SERVICE in the AIR

AUSTRALIAN ACTIVE SERVICE MEDAL (1945 - 1975)
VIETNAM MEDAL
DEFENCE FORCE SERVICE MEDAL (THREE CLASPS)
NATIONAL MEDAL
REPUBLIC of VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE MEDAL
RETURN FORM ACTIVE SERVICE BADGE

USAF AIR MEDAL (9 OAK LEAVES)
REPUBLIC of VIETNAM CROSS of GALLANTRY with PALM UNIT CITATION

MARINE RESCUE LONG SERVICE MEDAL (10 years)
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

AUSTRALIAN ACTIVE SERVICE MEDAL
1945 - 1975

The Australiow Active Service Medal 1945-1975
recogniges the service of Australiowmv Defence
Force and certainv other persons i prescribed
warlike operations in the period after World
Wowr II, and priorv to- Februawy 1975. The medal
was established in December 1997

DEFENCE FORCE SERVICE MEDAL

The Defence Force Service Medal (DFSM) iy
anv Awstralionw Mitowy owewds givew for
long service by permanent members of the
Awstralion Defence Force. It s pout of the
suite of defence force service awords
introduced v 1982,). Additional service
clasps awe issued for each further 5 years
after the initial 15 yeawr qualifying service
period.

Onthe ribbon, a rosette indicates the
awawd of each clasp, although the fifthv
and subsequent clasps awe indicated by a
small Federation Stawr. With the
ntroduction of the Defence Long Service
Medal, the DFSM s now av closed awawrd,
withyonly clasps to-existing awowds
continuing to-be issued.
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VIETNAM MEDAL

The Vietnam Medal was v joint
Awstralionw and New Zealand

campaign medal owarded for
service invthe Vietnom War.

1970 VIETNAM - Barry SCHULZ, AFC

REPUBLIC of VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

The Vietnowm Campaignw Medal iy o militoawy campaig
medal of the former country of Southv Vietnawm (Republic
of Vietnam). Established in 1966, it was awarded to-
members of United States, Awstralion, and New Zealand
militowy forces serving six: months or more v support of
Republic of Vietnawm military operations.

The medal is issued withv o device knoww as the ‘1960 Baw”.
The baw displays the date of 1960 followed by a dashv and
a blank space: The wsual appearance was caunsed by the
government of the Republic of Vietnam stating that the
1960 baw would show the dates of the Vietnoam Waw fromv
stort to- finish, with the ending date placed onw the 1960
bow after the Southv Vietnamese had triwmphed over Novtiv
Vietnam (the Democratic Republic of Vietnam). Since
Southv Vietnam fell; and the government ceased to- exist,
avw ending date for the 1960 Bawr was never established.

The Vietnowm Campaign Medal iy considered av foreigw
awward by the UW.S., Awstralionw ond New Zeadlond
governments.

The joint Awstralion and New Zealand campaign medal

awarded for service invthe Vietnam War is the Vietnoam
Medal.
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Vietnam_Campaign_Medal.jpg

AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE

MEDAL
%Q%WDWM@ REPUBLIC of VIETNAM CROSS
v ser Austi %tl, Def - of GALLANTRY with PALM UNIT CITATION
sz ng who- R waz The Citationw was aowarded by the Government of the
Pi rodteds their Republic of Vietnouwmw (South Vietnam,) to-militowry unity
cowumitment . that distinguished themselves in battle. AWAwstralion

militory wnity under the operational control of the
United States Militawy Assistoance Comumand Vietnom
were eligible for the Citatio.

contribution to- the natiow by
enlistment period orv fowr
yeaws' service whichever is the
lesser.
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RETURN FROM ACTIVE
SERVICE BADGE

The Retwned from Active
Service Badge (RASB) is issued
to- Australiowv Defence Forvce
persovnnel who- hawe renderved
wawlike service. Ity purpose is
to enable ndividualsy to-
warlike  service while v
civiliowy attive,

where the wearing of o medal
denoting such service s not
appropriate or possible.

The ability for veterany to-
wear v badge recognising the
v rendering wow service to-
Awstraliov is av befitting tribute
to-these veterans.

VETERAN LAPEL PIN

Awstraliown Government
recognitiovw of Defence service

1970 VIETNAM - Barry SCHULZ, AFC

AUSTRALIA REMEMBERS 2023
50™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE
END OF AUSTRALIA’'S INVOLVEMENT
IN THE VIETNAM WAR

A grateful nation expresses

its sincere thanks to

WGCDR Barry SCHULZ, AFC

for your selfless service

and sacrifice.

L0 RRE LU LRI L BB Ll RISl O RA ]

b e

His Excellency General The Honourable Anthony Albanese MP

the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd) Prime Minister of Australia
wernor-General of the
Commonwealth of Australia

B50™ANNIVERSARY OF THE

£ VIETNAM WAR

-
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AWARDS

IT TOOK OVER 38 YEARS TO HAVE OUR SERVICE RECOGNISED
BY THE US GOVERNMENT

9 OAK LEAVE CLUSTERS

USAF AIR MEDAL

The Air Medal iy v militowy decoratiow of the United States. The awoard was created inv
1942, and iy awarded for meritorious achievement while pawticipating i aeriold flight.

The Air Medal way established by Executive Order 9158, signed by Franklin D. Roosevelk,
o1l May 1942. The Air Medal was acwawrded retroactive to-8 September 1939.

The medal iy awavded to-any personv who; while serving invany capacity in or with the
Armed Forces of the United States, shall have distinguished himself/hevself by meritorious
achievement while pauticipating in aerial flight.

Awowrd of the Air Medal is primawily intended to- recognige those persovunel who-are ow
cuwrrent crew member or nov-crew member flying status which requires thew to-
pawticipate inv aerial flight on av regulow and frequent basis in the performance of their
primary duties.

Aw oak leaf cduster iy o ribbon device to- denote preceding

_ o decorationy and awards consisting of v miniatuwre bronge or
silver twig of four oak leawves with thiee acorng on the stem.
The bronge oak leaf cluster represents one additional award,

while the silver oak leaf cluster is worw inv liew of five brovge
ouk leaf clusters.
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TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AUTHORIZED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, MAY 11, 1942
HAS AWARDED

THE AIR MEDAL

TO
FLIGHT LIEUTENANT BARRY M. SCHULZ

. FOR
MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT
WHILE PARTICIPATING IN AERIAL FLIGHT

Flight Lieutenant Barry M. Schulz, Royal Australian Air Force, distinguished himself by
meritorious achievement while participating in sustained aerial flight as a Forward Air Controller
in Southeast Asia from 17 February 1970 to 9 March 1970. During this period, the airmanship
and courage exhibited by Flight Lieutenant Schulz in the successful accomplishment of these
important missions, under extremely hazardous conditions, demonstrated his outstanding
proficiency and steadfast devotion to duty. The professional ability and outstanding aerial
accomplishments of Flight Lieutenant Schulz reflect great credit upon himself and the Royal
Australian Air Force.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND

1 February 2008

Special Order G-075, dated 1 Feb 08
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

LETTER FROM US PRESIDENT GEORGE W BUSH

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 24, 2008

Congratulations to the members of the Royal Australian Air Force on
receiving the Air Medal, given by the United States Air Force.

The Air Medal is a high military distinction bestowed on those who
have shown valor beyond the call of duty, and this award is being given
to the Australian airmen who selflessly supported the United States
Armed Forces during the Vietnam War. Americans admire the bravery
of those Australian friends who fought in the face of great danger to
protect the ideals we share.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, I thank you for your distinguished service
during the Vietnam War and for your contributions to the security and

liberty of both our countries.

Laura and I send our best wishes. May God bless you.

—
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Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 107 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

House of Representatives

V' N

RECOGNIZING THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE AND THE
NEW ZEALAND ROYAL AIR FORCE

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
September 19, 2002

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a group of individuals who did a great service to our nation.
These men are fighter pilots from the Royal Australian Air Force and the
New Zealand Royal Air Force who were assigned to US combat units and
served as Forward Air Controllers during the Vietnam War. I would like
to honor the following individuals:

Royal Australian Air Force: Wg. Cdr. Col Ackland, Flt. Lt. Ray Butler,
Flg Off. Peter Condon, Flt. Lt. Garry Cooper, Flg. Off. Mac Cottrell, Wg.
Cdr. Vance Drummond, Flg. Off. Huck Ennis, Flt. Lt. Brian Fooks, Flt.
Lt. Tony Ford, Flg Off. Frank Fry, FIt Lt. Dick Gregory, Flt. Lt. Jack
Hayden, Flg. Off. Chris Hudnott, Flg. Off. Dick Kelloway, Fit. Lt. Chris
Langton, Wg. Cdr. Peter Larard, Flg. Off. Chris Mirow, Flt. Lt. Ken
Mitchell, Flg. Off. Bruce Mouatt, Sqn. Ldr. Graham Neil, Sqn. Ldr. Dave
Owens, Wg. Cdr. Tony Powell, Sqn. Ldr. Rex Ramsay, Flt. Lt. Doug
Riding, Flg. Off. Dave Robson, Flg. Off. Barry Schulz, Flt. Lt. Bruce
Searle, Flt. Lt. Ken Semmler, Flt. Lt. Arthur Sibthorpe, Flt. Lt. Ron
Slater, Flt. Lt. Peter Smith, Wg. Cdr. Barry Thomas, Flt. Lt. Gavin

Thoms, Sqn. Ldr. Nobby Williams, Flt. Lt. Roger Wilson, Flt. Lt. Bruce
Wood

New Zealand Royal Air Force: Flt Lt. Murray Abel, Flg Off. Mike
Callanan, Flt. Lt. J.M.. Denton, Flg. Off. B.W. Donnelly, Flt. Lt. Ross
Ewing, Flt. Lt. Graeme Goldsmith, Wg. Cdr. R.F. Lawry, Flt. Lt. Bryan
Lockie, Flg. Off. Darryl McEvedy, Flt. Lt. Dick Metcalfe, Sqn. Ldr. John
Scrimshaw, Flt. Lt. G.R. Thompson, Wg. Cdr. Wallingford, Flt. Lt. Peter
Waller

I would also like to recognize Lt. Col. Eugene Rossel and Flt. Lt. Garry
Cooper for actively pursuing decorations for these men who served our
country in a time of need.
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AIR MEDAL RECOMMENDATION

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 2. VE DESCRIPTION (Descri of the oct, achi or service, including specific dates, ploces and fact. If odditional spoce is needed, use plain
8 x 10¥2 bond poper, the lost sheet of which must be signed by the recomme nding individual.)
RECOMMENDATION FOR DECORATION —I °A"03 September 1970 1. Desoription of Achievement
T0: ( ion ond address) FROM: Organization end oddress) Flight Lieutenant
: (Orgonizat Barry M. Schulz distinguished himself by meritorious
504 TASG 19 TASS achievement while participating in sustained aerial flight as a combat crew-
APO 96227 APO 96227 aenber in Southeast Asia from 17 Feb 1970 to 09 Mar 1970 _. During
RECOMMENDATION this period, outstanding airmans and courage were e ted in the
RECOMMEND AL INDICATED BE successful accomplishment of important combat support missions under
1. NAME OF DECORATION (Indicate number of clusters, if appropricte) extremely hazardons econditions including the continous possibility of
Air Medal (B) hostile ground fire. His highly professional efforts contributed materi-
2. RECOMMENDATION IS BASED ON: 3. INCLUSIVE DATE(S) OF ACT, ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE ‘11’ t0 the tlctim'llr .18!101! Of the umted s“t.' Air Force in South-
[0 HEROISM FROM » 10 east Ai;i:. The professional ability and outstanding aerial accomplishments
(G MERITORIOUS SERVICE of Lt Schulz reflect great credit upon himself and the United
(Bosed on of service)
5mwm'mlm 17 February 1970 09 March 1970 States Air Force.
DATA ON BEING IMMENDED
4. LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL 5. AFSN 6. GRADE II. mPport n‘“‘
Schulz, Barry M. 044090 ] Flight Lieutenant
7. PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION 8 PRESENT DUTY ASSIGNMENT c“‘?ﬂ Tnf” Nunlfaer N\n:er Inclusive dates
19 TASS : [ o. o. o Crew of
APO 96227 Forwaxd Air Oontroller Decoration Mission Aircraft Missions Hours Position Award
9. PERMANENT HOME ADDRESS 10. A OF NEXT DUTY 1
61 Vista Avenue, - AM (B) II 0-2A 31 55.5 Pilot 17 Feb 70 - 09 Mar 70
Soldiers Point, NSW, 2317, Australia
11. ORGANIZATION, DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND GRADE AT TIME OF ACT OR| 12. DATE OF PROMOTION TO 13. INDIVIDUAL'S SERVICE IN AIR
SERVICE. GRADE IN WHICH SERVING FORCE SINCE ACT OR
19 TASS HAS BEEN HONORABLE
Forward Air Controller - 1444 27 February 1970 Avss EERS
Flight Lieutenant - Pilot - 02A ,
TR 3 = % AFAICARE DEROS T 18 Beptember 1970 III, Statement of Air Crewmember‘s Performance
RETIREMENT OR SEPARATION IS [) VOLUNTARY [ ', AND THE SERVICE DATES APPLY .
o Siati P The above named air crewmember's accomplishments anid service during the
PLSD. TFCSD. TMSD. entire period/group of missions has reflected laudable performance and
15. PREVIOUS UNITED STATES DECORATIONS, COMPLETE AUTHORITY THEREFOR, AND INCLUSIVE DATES OF SERVICE RECOGNIZED effort beyond normal expectations, with no instance of nm-prbfesaioi:.l ism.
(Beivat Snclode. sarvien masle o beie. crediie; oni stisflons. o farvign. decorations) This member- haa not been charged with pilot error, either directly or in-
directly or involved in an aircraft accident or incident end has consistently
demonstrated a high order of air discipline.
None

16. ARE OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AWARDS TO THIS INDIVIDUAL |17. ARE OTHER INDIVIDUALS BEING RECOMMENDED FOR THE SAME ACT OR
PENDING? (If yes, state awards) SERVICE?

o ves dno| Dves % no

18a. IF ANSWER TO ITEM 17 IS YES, ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE OTHER INDIVIDUALS FORWARDED AS A PART OF THIS RECOMMENDATION?

0 Yes O No
b. IF ANSWER TO ITEM 18a IS NO, EXPLAIN REASON FOR DELAY, INCLUDING DATE REC WiLL BE AND IDENTIFY THE
INDIVIDUAL(S) BY GRADE, NAME, SERVICE NUMBER, PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION. 25. TYPED NAME, GRADE AND TITLE OF INDIVIDUAL INITIATING 26. SIGNATURE
RECOMMENDATION.
NA
19. HAS PREVIOUS AWARD BEEN MADE TO THIS INDIVIDUAL FOR THIS ACT [ 20. HAVE ALL AVAILABLE RECORDS AND SOURCES OF INFORMATION THAT
OR SERVICE? WOULD HAVE A BEARING ON THIS RECOMMENDATION BEEN CON- 27. ATTACHMENTS
SIDERED AND NO CONDITION EXISTS WHICH WOULD MAKE APPROVAL
OF THIS AWARD INAPPROPRIATE? NUMBER DESCRIPTION (Citotion and supporting statlementior other official documents)
O ves X No X ves 0N
21. IF AWARD IS or 1S MISSING IN ACTION OR A PRISIONER OF WAR, LIST NAME, ADDRESS AND RELATION-

SHIP OF NEXT OF KIN.
NA

22. DATE WHICH PRESENTATION OF AWARD 1S DESIRED, 723. IF APPROVED, FORWARD FOR PRESENTATION TO (Organization ond oddress)
IF APPROVED. Barry M. Schulz

03 October 1970 61 Vista Ave., Soldiers Point, 2317, Australia
o g g
NOV.':G 642 ¢ ysen UNTIL STOCK I EXHAUSTED. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

AF

—_____________________________________________________________________________________________]
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AIR MEDAL RECOMMENDATION - 1to 7 OAK LEAVE CLUSTERS

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

RECOMMENDATION FOR DECORATION l °A™18 September 197
TO: (Orgonization ond oddress) FROM; Organization and oddress)
504 TASG 19 TASS
APO 96227 APO 96227

RECOMMENDATION

RECOMMEND INDIVIDUAL INDICATED BE AWARDED
1. NAME OF DECORATION (Indicate number of clusters, if oppropriate)
Air Medal (1st thru 7th OLCs)

2. RECOMMENDATION 1S BASED ON: 3. INCLUSIVE DATE(S) OF ACT, ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE
([ HEROISM FROM N 10
G memmomoussexvice
(Based on completed period of service
% OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 10 March 1970 27 July 1970
PERSONAL DATA ON INDIVIDUAL BEING RECOMMENDED

4. LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL 5. AFSN 6. GRADE

Schulz, Barry M. 044090 * Flight Lieutenant
7. PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION & PRESENT DUTY ASSIGNMENT

19 TASS .

APO 96227 Forward Air Controller
9. PERMANENT HOME ADDRESS 10. ORGANIZATION OF NEXT DUTY ASSIGNMENT (If opplicable)

61 Vista Avenue,

Soldiers Point, NSW, 2317, Australia| N

11. ORGANIZATION, DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND GRADE AT TIME OF ACT OR| 12. DATE OF PROMOTION TO 13. INDIVIDUAL'S SERVICE IN AIR
SERVICE. GRADE IN w“lCN Sl"lm FORCE SINCE ACT OR SERVICE
1 9 TASS HAS BEEN
Forward Air Controller - 1444 27 February 1970 Eves Qe
Flight Lieutenant - Pilot - 02A

14. DATE OF or AS APPUCABE: DEROS: 18 September 1970
RETIREMENT OR SEPARATION IS ) VOLUNTARY [ INVOLUNTARY, AND THE FOLLOWING SERVICE DATES APPLY
CDOS. TAFCSD. TAFMSD.
PLSD. TFCSD. TMSD.

15. PREVIOUS UNITED STATES COMPLETE AND INCLUSIVE DATES OF SERVICE RECOGNIZED

(Do not include service medals, bottle credits, unit citations or MOI'\ decorations)

None

16. ARE OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AWARDS TO THIS INDIVIDUAL |17. ARE OTHER INDIVIDUALS BEING RECOMMENDED FOR THE SAME ACT OR
PENDING? (If yes, state awards) SERVICE?

AM(B) 17 Feb 70 - 09 Mar @ Yes ONo | - gves &wo

70

180. IF ANSWER TO ITEM 17 IS YES, ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ﬂl! OTHER INDIVIDUALS FORWARDED AS A PART OF THIS RECOMMENDATION?
0 ves 0 No

b. IF ANSWER TO ITEM 18a IS NO, EXPLAIN REASON FOR DELAY, INCLUDING DATE REC WILL BE FC , AND IDENTIFY THE

INDIVIDUAL(S) BY GRADE, NAME, SERVICE NUMBER, PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION.

NA

19. HAS PREVIOUS AWARD BEEN MADE TO THIS INDIVIDUAL FOR THIS ACT | 20. NAVE ALL AVAII.AII.E RECORDS AND SOURCES OF INFORMATION THAT

OR SERVICE? E A BEARING ON THIS RECOMMENDATION BEEN CON-
NO CONDITION !XISI‘S WHICH WOULD MAKE APPROVAL
OF '"(!S AVIAID INAPPROPRIATE?

24. NARRATIVE DESCRIFTION (Description of the ac, achisvement or service, including specific dates, places and focts. If odditional space is needed, use plain
8 x 10Y2 bond paper, the last sheet of which must be signed by the recommending individual.)

1. Description of Achievement

Flight Lieutenant

Barry M. Schulz distinguished himself by meritorious
achievement while participating in sustained aerial flight as a combat crew-
member in Southeast Asia from 10 Mar 1970 to 27 Jul 1970 ., puring
this period, outstanding airmanship and courage were exhibited in the
successful accomplishment of important combat support missions under
extremely hazardons conditions including the continous possibility of
hostile ground fire. His highly professional efforts contributed materi-
ally to the tactical air mission of the United States Air Force in South-
east Asia. The professional ability and outstanding aerial accomplishments
of _Flt Lt Schulz reflect great credit upon himself and the United
States Air Force.

II. Support Data:

Category Type Number Number Inclusive dates

of of of of Crew of

Decoration Mission Aircraft Missions Hours Position Award
AM 1stOLC II 0-2A 25 43,9  Pilot 10 Mar 70 - 29 Mar 70
AM 2ndOLC II 0-2A 21 26.3 Pilot 30 Mar 70 - 18 Apr 70
AM 3rdOLC I1 0-2A 27 53.7 Pilot 19 Apr 70 - 08 May 70
AM L4thOLC II 0-2A 13 35.1 Pilot 09 May 70 - 28 May 70
AM 5thOLC IT 0-2A 22 49.9  Pilot 29 May 70 - 17 Jun 70
AM 6thOLC II 0-2A 24 58.1 Pilot 18 Jun 70 - 07 Jul 70
AM 7thOLC II 0-2A 19 48.1  Pilot 08 Jul 70 - 27 Jul 70

III, Statement of Air Creymember's Performance

The above named air creunembet'a accomplishments and service during the
entire period/group of missions has reflected laudable perfomunce and

effort beyond normal expectations, with no instance of nm-profesuionnl ism.
This member: has not been charged with pilot error, either directly or in-
directly or involved in an mircraft accident or incident and has consistently
demonstrated a high order of air discipline.

25. TYPED NAME, GRADE AND TITLE OF INDIVIDUAL INITIATING 26. SIGNATURE
RECOMMENDATION.

27. ATTACHMENTS

NUMBER DESCRIPTION (Citation and i other official
O ves n NO p YES 0 NO
21, IF AWARD IS POSTHUMOUS, OR INDIVIDUAL RECOMMENDED IS MISSING IN ACTION OR A PRISIONER OF WAR, LIST NAME, ADDRESS AND RELATION.
SHIP OF NEXT OF KIN.
22. DATE WHICH PRESENTATION OF AWARD IS DESIRED, |23, IF APPROVED, FOR T ond oddress)
IF APPROVED., Barry M. Schulz .
18 October 1970 61 Vista Ave., Soldiers Point i
FOI S
AF Novm“ 642 BE US(D IJNYIl STOCK IS EXHAUSTED. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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AIR MEDAL RECOMMENDATION - 8 to 9 OAK LEAVE CLUSTERS

RECOMMENDATION FOR DECORATION | P8 supramiar sl [0 R i e e B e i E b e s B Lasa e S
0: (Orgonization and address) FROM: Organization and address) 1, Description of Achievement
504 TASG 19 TASS Flight Lieutenant
APO 96227 APO 96227 Barry M. Schulz distinguished himself by meritorious
RECOMMENDATION achievement while participating in sustained aerial flight as a combat crew-

RECOMMEND INDIVIDUAL INDICATED BE AWARDED member in Southeast Asia from 28 Jul 1970 to 05 Sep 1970 . During
1. NAME OF DECORATION (Indicate number of elusters, if appropriate) this period, outstanding airmanship and courage were exhibited in the
Air Medal (8th thru 9th OLCs) (End of Tour) successful accomplishment of important combat support missions under
2. RECOMMENDATION IS BASED ON: 3. INCLUSIVE DATE(S) OF ACT, ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE extremely hazardons econditions including the continous possibility of
hostile ground fire. His highly professional efforts contributed materi-

HEROISM FROM 10
gm,m,,ous seRviCE ) ally to the tactical air mission of the United States Air Force in South-
ggz;::::""‘:‘:;l:'::!:r“""" 28 July 1970 05 September 1970 east Asia. The professional ability and outstanding aerial accomplishments

of Flt Lt Schulz reflect great credit upon himself and the United
PERSONAL DATA ON INDIVIDUAL BEING RECOMMENDED States Air Force.

4 LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL 5. AFSN 6. GRADE

Schulz, Barry M. 044090+ Flight Lieutenant II. Support Data:

7. PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION 8 PRESENT DUTY ASSIGNMENT

;}9)0'132227 Forward Air Controller Category Type Number  Number Inclusive dates

’ of of of of Crew of

g 3‘;";;‘: ) 10:OROANIZATION OF NEXY DUTY: ASSIONMENT; (if applicoble) Decoration Mission Aircraft Missions Hours Position Award

Soldiers Point, NSW, 2317, Australia| M AM 8thOLC II 0-2A 19 42.8 Pilot 28 Jul 70 - 16 Aug 70
11. ORGANIZATION, DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND GRADE AT TIME OF ACT OR| 12. DATE OF PROMOTION TO 13. INDIVIDUAL'S SERVICE IN AIR AM 9thOLC 1T 0-2A 28 46.5 Pilot 17 Aug 70 - 05 Sep 70

SERVICE. GRADE IN WHICH SERVING FORCE_SINCE ACT OR SERVICE
HAS BEEN HONORABLE

19 TASS

Forward Air Controller - 1444 27 February 1970 Eves Lo

Flight Lieutenant - Pilot - 02A
14. DATE OF REASSIGNMENT, RETIREMENT OR SEPARATION, AS APPLICABLE: 1o

RETIREMENT OR SEPARATION IS [] VOLUNTARY [] INVOLUNTARY, AND rﬁ%ﬁfmlg ssfv?c}:t;:;ntsb zx""1970 III, Statement of Air Cltew_ember' s Performance

CDOS. TAFCSD. TAFMSD. i

PLSD. TFCSD. TMSD. The above named air crewmember's accomplishments and service during the
15. PREVIOUS UNITED STATES DECORATIONS, COMPLETE AUTHORITY THEREFOR, AND INCLUSIVE DATES OF SERVICE RECOGNIZED entire period/group of missions has reflected laudable perfannino‘e and

[P et istuciebeiviee praci el Cudl; nk i Réneior. fersign; decorafions] effort beyond normal expectations, with no instance of non-professionalism.

& This member- has not been charged with pilot error, either directly or in-
one directly or involved in an amircraft accident or incident and has consistently
demonstrated a high order of air discipline.

16. ARE OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AWARDS TO THIS INDIVIDUAL |17. ARE OTHER INDIVIDUALS BEING RECOMMENDED FOR THE SAME ACT OR
PENDING? (If yes, state awards) SERVICE?

AM(B) 17 Feb 70 - 09 Mar X yes owno | 0 ves % no

70/Am(1 thru 7 OLCs) 10 Mar-27 Jul 70

180. IF ANSWER TO ITEM 17 IS YES, ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE OTHER INDIVIDUALS FORWARDED AS A PART OF THIS RECOMMENDATION?
0 YES O No 8

b. IF ANSWER TO ITEM 18a IS NO, EXPLAIN REASON FOR DELAY, INCLUDING DATE RECOMMENDATION(S) WILL BE FORWARDED, AND IDENTIFY THE
INDIVIDUAL(S) BY GRADE, NAME, SERVICE NUMBER, PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION.

25. TYPED NAME, GRADE AND TITLE OF INDIVIDUAL INITIATING 26, SIGNATURE
NA RECOMMENDATION.
19. HAS PREVIOUS AWARD BEEN MADE TO THIS INDIVIDUAL FOR THIS ACT | 20. HAVE ALL AVAILABLE RECORDS AND SOURCES OF INFORMATION THAT
OR SERVICE? 'OULD HAVE A BEARING ON THIS RECOMMENDATION BEEN CON-
SIDERED AND NO CONDITION EXISTS WHICH WOULD MAKE APPROVAL
OF THIS AWARD INAPPROPRIATE? 27. ATTACHMENTS
0 ves D NO p YES 0 NO NUMBER DESCRIPTION (Citaticn and i other offlcial
21. IF AWARD IS POSTHUMOUS, OR INDIVIDUAL RECOMMENDED IS MISSING IN ACTION OR A PRISIONER OF WAR, LIST NAME, ADDRESS AND RELATION-
SHIP OF NEXT OF KIN. 1 Aircrew Record of Operational Tour.
NA 2 Copy of Flying Logbook pages. (16 pages)

22. DATE WHICH PRESENTATION OF AWARD IS DESIRED, |23. IF APPROVED, FORWARD FOR PRESENTATION TO (Organization and oddress)

IF APPROVED. Barry M. Schulz
18 October 1970 61 Vista Ave., Soldiers Point, 2317, Australia :
FOI PREVIOUS T S FORM WILL
A a2 L il moek: 15 xHAUSTED. ) FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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0-2A FLYING HOURS - VIETNAM

24 JAN to 18 SEP 70

Ist PILOT INSTRUMENT FLYING
MONTH P CAPTAIN DUAL TOTAL
DAY NIGHT SIM ACTUAL
JAN 1.9 1.9
FEB 44.7 1.5 39.2 6.3 52.4 1.6
MAR 69.1 2.5 62.6 71.7 1.9 0.2
APR 54.5 0.5 46.9 55.0 1.3 0.2
MAY 51.8 47.2 51.8 1.2 0.3
JUN 44.1 77.9 0.5 76.7 78.4 2.2 0.5
JuL 69.3 65.7 7.5 73.2 73.2 2.1 0.4
AUG 34.4 72.8 2.3 72.8 75.2 1.3 0.8
SEP 3.2 28.7 0.7 29.4 29.4
SUMMARY  155.0 465.2 15.5 448.0 8.2 488.8 11.6 2.4
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WEEK HOURS FLOWN MONTH

AV 11.4 hr pw AV 57.1 hr pm

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP
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COMBAT MISSIONS FLOWN

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM

24 JANUARY to 18 SEPTEMBER 1970

AIRCRAFT No of MISSIONS FLIGHT HOURS GROUP / UNIT UNIT SUPPORTED
20 TASG, CAMN RHAN BAY
21 TASG, BIEN HOA
O-2A 237 488.8 19 TASS. BIEN HOA
JADE FAC, VUNG TAU
1 | o cammon
: 1st AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE
NUI DAT
161 RECCE SQN ARA
SIOUX 12 20.8 CCESQ
161 RECCE SON ARA
CESSNA 180 2 3.0 CeESQ
OV-10 2 51 21 TASG, BIEN HOA US ARMY
TOTAL 254 520.0 hrs
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AIRSTRIKES CONTROLLED (SETS of FIGHTERS) - FLTLT SCHULZ 044090

A-1E (4) A-37 (2) F-5 (4) F-100 (2) F-4 (2) CANBERRA (1) TOTAL
FEB 1 1 2
MAR 6 1 2 1 1 11
APR 3 4 8 3 18
MAY 5 1 5 6 17
JUN 6 8 4 18
JuL 3 1 14 18
AUG 3 3 1 10 17
SEP 2 2
TOTAL SETS 6 28 4 49 1 15 103
NUMBER OF
FIGHTERS 24 56 16 98 2 15 211
TYPICAL WEAPONS LOAD:  A-1 6 x Mk 82/83 20 mm
A-37 4 x Mk 82 / NAPALM / CBU 7.62 mm
F-5 4 x Mk 82 / NAPALM 20 mm
F-100 4 x Mk 82/83 | NAPALM / CBU 20 mm
F-4 9 Mk 82/83 / 3 x Mk 84 / NAPALM / CBU / ROCKETS / MAVERICK 20 mm
CANBERRA 8 x Mk 82/83
WEAPONS EXPENDED ABOVE: 715x Mk 82/83 150 x NAPALM 70X CBU 4 x MAVERICK 10 000 x 20 mm
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O-2A AIRCRAFT SORTIES FLOWN BY AIRFRAME

TAIL No SORTIES
300 23
344
365 2
368 16
372 3
374 4
375 6
383 5
045 49
046 2
050 47
053 35
871 5
972 41

239
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AIRCREW RECORD OF OPERATIONAL TOUR

Flight Lieutenant

Barry Maxwell SCHULZ

Service No: 044090
Service: RAAF
Service Between: 24/01/1970 and 24/09/1970
Total Days: 244

Unit: Headquarters, Australian Force Vietnam (RAAF
Element)

MEMORABILIA

r—_________________________________________|
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Sidewinder 35

FLTLT Doug Ridin Apr 69-Dec 69
FORWARD AIR CONTROLLERS d g P i‘“ggler fg’
VIETNAM amale
1965-1971 FLGOFF Pete Condon Apr 69-Dec 69 Slugger 23
Dedicated to 36 fighter pilots of the . Tamale 23
Rslge;;uifm:;:;Ezirocmzftfhiw FLGOFF Huck Ennis Apr 69-Dec 69 Sidewinder 37
cllisdlandiforces n >otith Vietnam. FLGOFF Dave Robson Jun 69-Feb 70 Jade 07
A.Ar;:achedt;‘o the F[)r}i?ef? StmesH ) Slugger 13
ﬁxe({ﬂ;t«ing’circrj'ftputrlow oHitude;s FLTLT ChI’IS Langton JUI 69-Mar 70 Sldernder 13
providing immeadiate fire support for
trosps in contoc; with the Ziem‘:/, FLTLT Ron Slater Aug 69-Apr 70 Slugger 22
marking targets, directing air strikes
BRI o o SQNLDR  Dave Owens Sep 69-May 70 Stuager 55
LEST WE FORGET
FLTLT Bruce Searle Nov 69-Jun 70 Sl'ugger
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL PLOO149 SS u e
WGCDR Vance Drummond Jul 66- Nov 66 Unk. FLTLT Dick Gregory Nov 69-Jun 70 ésr:%eazosa
WGCDR Tony Powell Dec 66- Dec 67 Jade 01 FLTLT Ray Butler Nov 69-Aug 70 I?SrgTeazosz
Ascot 09 . Slugger 23
SQNLDR Rex Ramsey Jan 67-May 67 Bart 97 SQNLDR Graham Neil Nov 69- Oct 70 Issue 21
FLTLT Pete Smith Oct 67-Apr 68 S'%ﬁ\gr':s%rs% FLGOFF Barry Schulz Jan 70-Sep 70 Jade 07
FLTLT Tony Ford Oct 67-Apr 68 Tamale 17 FLGOFF  Ken Semmler Feb 70-Oct 70 isue 28
FLGOFF Brian Fooks Oct 67-Apr 68 Issue FLTLT Jack Hayden Mar 70-Nov 70 Helix 15
WGCDR Barry Thomas Dec 67-Nov 68 Thirsty 07 FLTLT Chris Hudnott Aug 70-Apr 71 Issue 27
FLTLT Garry Cooper Apr 68 - Oct 68 Tamale 35 FLTLT Frank Fry Sep 70-May 71 Helix 37
; Jade 07 . ]
FLTLT Roger Wilson Apr 68 -Oct 68 Sidewinder 32 FLTLT Gavin Thoms Oct 70-Jun 71 Helix 15
FLGOFF Mac Cottrell Apr 68 - Oct 68 Sidewinder 34 WGCDR  Colin Ackland Oct 70-Oct 71 Helx 0z
FLTLT  Arthur Sibthorpe Oct 68-Apr 69 Jssue s FLTLT Bruce Wood Apr 71-Dec 71 Helix 33
FLTLT Ken Mitchell Oct 68-Apr 69 Sidewinder 32 FLGOFF Bruce Mouatt Apr 71-Dec 71 Helix 24
FLGOFF Dick Kelloway Oct 68-May 69 Sld?\lv;/llgggr 34 FLGOFF Chris Mirow May 71-Dec 71 Helix 36
WGCDR Peter Larard Nov 68-Nov 69 Sidewinder 31 SQNLDR  Nobby Williams Jul 71-Dec 71 Bilk 02

-_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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COPING WITH FEAR

T must not fear.

Fear iy the mind-killer

Fear i the little-deaih that brings total odliteration:

I will face my fear.

I will permdt it to-pass over me and through me:

And whewn it has gone past, I will turn the inner eye to-see ity
paii: Where the fear has gone there will be nothing:

Ondy I will remain:”

—Frank Herberst, Dune
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Combat Experience in Vietnam and its Effects

Purpose

This fact sheet outlines some defining features of the Vietnam combat and
some effects on veterans who served there.

What were the main features of the Vietham combat?

The Vietnam War was:

. conducted as a guerilla war, largely in the jungle, by the Viet Cong. Their
strategies included surprise attacks, ambushes, acts of sabotage and booby
traps. Extensive underground tunnels were dug by the Viet Cong, enabling
them to quickly disappear after such attacks.

. fought by the United States, with support from Australia and other countries
in the region, with all available non-nuclear weaponry. Their approach relied
heavily on extensive conventional bombing and the use of chemicals such as
napalm, Agents Orange, Blue and White etc. Both sides made extensive use
of land mines, with the Viet Cong managing to use their opponents’ own
mines against them.

« a war without a front line. The same areas were fought over several times.
The Viet Cong were able to move successfully in all parts of the country.

The Australian forces in Vietham

In Vietnam, the Australian forces — army, air force and navy — were regarded
as highly professional. On the ground, they showed expertise in jungle
warfare. They employed bushmanship — navigating through the jungle instead
of using paths and roads — rather than superior firepower. They were trained to
fight an anti-guerilla war from the beginning, becoming skilled in techniques of
search and destroy, ambush, counter-insurgency and so on.

The Australian forces comprised both regular troops and conscripted national
servicemen, 'nashos'. There were occasional tensions between these groups.
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Combat Experience in Vietnam and its Effects, continued

Returning home

Vietnam veterans returned to a country that was significantly divided in its
support for Australia's involvement in the Vietnam War. Conscription and the
use of conscripted troops in Vietham were important factors in that division. As
well, the Australian public had, for the first time, been exposed nightly to the
horrors of war on their television sets.

The initial returning home parades for the troops were cancelled as they
became a focus for the sometimes hostile public opposition to Australia’s
involvement in the war. This opposition often turned to criticism of those who
had given service there. There were large public demonstrations and many
veterans felt personally betrayed by their country rather than supported and
recognised for their sacrifices and actions.

Some felt they had become cut off from their previous lives. They had
undergone a long period of life-threatening service while others in Australia
had continued to enjoy the pleasures of life in the late sixties and early
seventies.

Being involved in an unpopular war, being withdrawn before the war was over
and feeling rejected by society has resulted in many veterans remaining silent
about their experiences. Some may not even acknowledge that they are a
Vietnam veteran; many have never marched in an Anzac Day parade or joined
an ex-service organisation.

These factors may lead to veterans feeling isolated and disconnected from
mainstream community and experiencing a range of psychological and other
problems. Many veterans can overcome these feelings and reconnect with
their families and communities by talking to others about their experiences or
seeking assistance through counselling and other specific treatment programs.
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Combat Experience in Vietnam and its Effects, continued

Psychological impact of military training

All Australian troops who went to Vietnam underwent extensive military
training. This training taught them to survive and fight, and promoted rational
and logical thinking. However, while this approach may be essential in military
action, it can leave those who experience combat with little preparation for its
emotional impact.

Australian troops in Vietnam often lived under constant threat of injury or
attack. They may have seen friends wounded or killed, they were required to
kill or injure others, and they were encouraged to treat the Viet Cong as less
than human by dehumanising and depersonalising them as ‘gooks’, ‘slopes’
and ‘charlie’. The troops lived with uncertainty and the potential of life-
threatening mistakes. They often developed feelings of intense loyalty and
mateship, and at the end of the day they had to cope with a profound ‘flatness'
after danger was over.

The legacies, for some veterans, of the military training and combat

experience in Vietnam include:

. difficulty in making sense of emotions in themselves and others

« difficulty in relationships ,

« excessive emotions or emotional bluntnes

« resorting to ‘learned’ action responses (violence and other forms of abuse)
and

. difficulty relating to Asian people living in Australia.

Psychological impact of combat in the Vietnam War

Combat in the Vietnam War exposed veterans to severe traumatic situations of
threat, death or serious injury for themselves and those around them. These
experiences often involved feelings of fear, helplessness or horror.

Many veterans may have recurring thoughts and feelings about such traumatic
events and in some veterans there will be a longer lasting disorder such as
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
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PTSD: General Information

Purpose

This fact sheet describes post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) relating to
combat experiences.

What is combat trauma?

For military personnel a trauma may relate directly to combat duties or being in
a war zone. Even though military people are trained for the intensity of
combat, the training may not prepare people for the emotional impact of
events.

Traumatic events:

« may overwhelm a person immediately. In some cases, however, a person
may handle the situation at the time, but feelings about the event can hit
months or years later. Sometimes, these feelings occur again and again over
time.

. do not always affect everyone in the same way. An event which traumatises
one person can be less significant for another and have no long term effects.
Individual personalities and the circumstances surrounding the event affect
response.

Traumatic reactions to combat have been documented since the ancient
Greeks. During World War 1, they were called ‘shell shock’. In World War Il
some common terms included ‘combat neurosis’ or ‘combat fatigue’.

What is PTSD?

A diagnosis of PTSD is based on the following features:

« Exposure to an extreme traumatic stressor involving direct personal
experience of an event that involves actual or threatened death or serious
injury, or other threat to one’s physical integrity; or witnessing an event that
involves death, injury, or a threat to the physical integrity of another person;
or learning about unexpected or violent death, serious harm, or threat of
death or injury experienced by a family member of other close associate.

« A response of intense fear, helplessness, or horror.
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What is PTSD? continued

« Persistent re-experiencing of the event.

« Persistent avoidance of stimuli associated with the trauma and numbing of
general responsiveness (not present before the trauma). '

. Persistent symptoms of increased arousal (not present before the trauma).

. The re-experiencing, avoidance, numbing, and increased arousal symptoms
have been present for more than one month.

Reference: Diagnostic and Statistical Manual for Mental Disorders IV pp. 424-

429.

What are the symptoms of PTSD?
PTSD symptoms may include:

Anger

Mood swings

Anxiety

Numbing and emotional detachment

Avoidance of distressing reminders
associated with trauma

Physiological reactions eg headaches,
stomach upsets, rashes

Confusion

Restricted range of emotions eg.
unable to have loving feelings

threat

Continuous alertness for future
threats eg. physical or emotional

Sadness

Depression

Self-preoccupation

Fearfulness

Sense of foreshortened future

Guilt including survivor guilt

Shame

Helplessness

Shock

lllusions or hallucinations

Sleep disturbance including dreams
and nightmares

flashbacks

Intrusive memories and feelings eg.

Social withdrawal

Irritability

Substance abuse eg alcohol and other
drug abuse

Loss of confidence

Tension and agitation

concentration

Mental reactions eg. poor

1970 VIETNAM - Barry SCHULZ, AFC

Page 121



Is recovery possible?

Recovery from trauma means that the person is no longer thinking all the time
about the event, that the negative and disabling symptoms have been reduced.

If a person has recently been exposed to a trauma, there is an excellent
chance of full recovery with or without medical treatment or counselling.

If the problems have continued for some time after the traumatic event, or they
only begin to show some time afterwards, recovery may be more difficult
especially if the symptoms are very severe. In these circumstances,
symptoms may be triggered or exacerbated by things which remind the person
of the traumatic event (eg. noises, smells, people, places, feelings of guilt, etc.)

What helps recovery?

Counselling, various relaxation-based therapies, anger management
techniques, medication and group treatment programs can all assist in
recovery. Self-help group programs have also been effective.

By the time most veterans and their partners seek counselling, they may have
a number of problems. Although trauma may be a significant part of the
difficulties, counselling may initially focus on basic problem solving around
relationships, work or friendships and leisure. Sometimes the symptoms of
trauma may be so marked that the counselling will need to focus exclusively on
ways the veteran can manage.

Is medication sufficient to control PTSD?
Medication is not sufficient to control PTSD.

Medication can reduce high levels of arousal and stabilise mood or ease the
depression associated with PTSD. The traumatic event and its effects on daily
living usually need to be looked at in counselling or managed by other
strategies such as relaxation or exercise.

How does alcohol affect PTSD?
Veterans often use alcohol and drugs to relieve their PTSD symptoms.

Relief is usually short-lived. Alcohol in large amounts has a depressive effect.
Instead of numbing feelings and thoughts, alcohol tends to make distressing
memories more accessible.

How does alcohol affect PTSD? (continued)

Recovery or an easing of symptoms is more difficult to achieve if a person with
PTSD also drinks a lot of alcohol. The situation is further complicated if
prescribed medications for PTSD are used.

Looking for help?

Many veterans affected by trauma have sought help after it has become

increasingly difficult to cope. They may have:

« a succession of difficulties in all parts of their life

« wondered if they were ‘going mad’ due to their dreams and intrusive
memories

« found it difficult to find comfort from others or in themselves

« severe conflict in their marriages

« problems continuing with work

« friends who recommend they ‘get some counselling’.

The Vietnam Veterans Counselling Service has been assisting Vietnam
veterans with the effects of war-trauma since - 1982. Our experience is
continuously being extended, and now the service provides counselling for
Australian veterans of all wars and peace-keeping forces.
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"OUR COUNTRY IS IN MOURNING, A VETERAN (DIGGER) DIED TODAY"

‘He was getting old and paunchy
And his hair was falling fast,
And he sat around the RSL.,

Telling stories of the past.

Of a war that he once fought in
And the deeds that he had done,
In his exploits with his mates;
They were heroes, everyone.

And 'tho sometimes to his neighbours
His tales became a joke,
All his mates listened quietly
For they knew where of he spoke.

But we'll hear his tales no longer,
For ol' Jack has passed away,
And the world's a little poorer
For a Digger died today.

He won't be mourned by many,
Just his children and his wife.
For he lived an ordinary,
Very quiet sort of life.

He held a job and raised a family,
Going quietly on his way;
And the world won't note his passing,
'Tho a Digger died today.

When politicians leave this earth,
Their bodies lie in state,
While thousands note their passing,
And proclaim that they were great.

The Media tell of their life stories
From the time that they were young,
But the passing of a Digger
Goes unnoticed, and unsung.

Is the greatest contribution
To the welfare of our land,

Some smoothie who breaks his promise
And cons his fellow man?
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Or the ordinary fellow
Who in times of war and strife,
Goes off to serve his country
And offers up his life?

The politician's stipend
And the style in which they live,
Are often disproportionate,
To the service that they give.

While the ordinary Digger,
Who offered up his all,
Is paid off with a medal
And perhaps a pension, small.

It is not the politicians
With their compromise and ploys,
Who won for us the freedom
That our country now enjoys.

Should you find yourself in danger,
With your enemies at hand,
Would you really want some cop-out,
With his ever-waffling stand?

Or would you want a Digger
His home, his country, his kin,
Just a common Digger,
Who would fight until the end?

He was just a common Digger,
And his ranks are growing thin,
But his presence should remind us
We may need his likes again.

For when countries are in conflict,
We find the Digger's part,
Is to clean up all the troubles
That the politicians start.

If we cannot do him honour
While he's here to hear the praise,
Then at least let's give him homage

At the ending of his days.

AUTHOR: A. Lawrence Vaincourt
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PUBLISHED ARTICLES

JADE COUNTRY - A RELATIVELY EASY AREA of OPERATIONS

Contribution to- Hit my Smoke: Tawgeting the enemy invVietnoww
Coulthawrd-Clowk 1997, ISBN 1 86448 480 2

WGCDR Bawry Schalg, 1997

JADE 07/

BARRY M SCHULZ, AFC
(THEN FLYING OFFICER)
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE

24 January 1970 — 18 September 1970
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VIETNAM MEDAL REPUBLIC of AUSTRALIAN USAF AIR MEDAL REPUBLIC of
VIETNAM ACTIVE SERVICE (9 OAK LEAF VIETNAM CROSS
CAMPAIGN MEDAL 1945-1975 CLUSTERS) of GALLANTRY
MEDAL with PALM UNIT

Upon my arrival in Vietnam (by RAAF C-130 from RAAF Base Butterworth, Malaysia where | was
MIRAGE FCI at No 3 Squadron), | was attached for about a week to the 215t TASS at Cam Rahn
Bay AFB for O-2A conversion.
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| then made my way, via 19th TASS in-briefings at Bien Hoa, to Vung Tau where | replaced Flying
Officer Dave Robson. The JADE FAC TACP supported the 15t Australia Task Force (1ATF) based
at Nui Dat (about 20 nm north of Vung Tau). The 1ATF AO was in Phuoc Tuy Province, north and
east of Vung Tau.

We routinely flew six days, followed by a one-day break. One or two three-hour sorties were flown
each day. Being based at Vung Tau, we received daily briefings from the RAAF Operational
Support Unit that also supported the RAAF Caribou transport and Iroquois squadrons. When we
flew out of Nui Dat, the JADE TACP and Australian Army staff conducted pre and post-sortie
briefings.

Most sorties accompanied a Sioux helicopter (from the Australian Army Aviation Corps based at
Nui Dat), callsign ‘Possum’. Their primary role was low-level visual reconnaissance and, when
appropriate, assisting in marking targets. ‘Possum’ was our low-level eyes and we flew top-cover,
navigating, reporting, and reacting to any sightings. These were our day-to-day ‘bread and butter’
missions.

aaich
VUNG TAU @
Go:gle

VUNG TAU ARMY AIR BASE PHUOC TUY PROVINCE
- JADE COMPOUND JADE FAC AREA OF OPERATIONS

If ‘Possum’ found a target of opportunity, or if any of the Australian SAS patrols, or ‘grunts’ got
into trouble, we would react by calling in an Immediate Air Strike, Artillery Fire Support or
Helicopter Gunship support (US Army Cobras or RAAF ‘Bushrangers’ — UH-1H Iroquois
gunships). Selection of support agency depended on the ground tactical situation and threat level.
Often the SAS required immediate extraction and things often got a little ‘hairy’ for them until the
Air Support arrived. RAAF Iroquois ‘slicks’ with Gunship cover enacted the extraction.

Air Support assets were generally formations of USAF F-100, A-37 and F-4 aircraft, occasional
VNAF F-5 or A-1 and, RAAF Canberra bomber aircraft. Some B-52 missions were also
coordinated. Bien Hoa Air Base was only 15-20 minutes away so reaction time was generally
good. If friendly troops were involved, Iroquois gunships were always on alert and response was
almost immediate. Most of the immediate activities involved extraction of SAS patrols under direct
threat from VC.

Most operations were pre-planned with airstrike and artillery Landing Zone (LZ) preparation and
Gunship covered insertions of company-size elements. Quite a few of these involved the
spectacular ‘Commando Vault’ LZ preparation missions involving a C-130 parachute-delivered
15,000 pound ‘bomb’.
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Most of the time the Phouc Tuy Province was relatively quiet. The threat from the ground wasn’t
considered high, so ‘Possum’ operated ‘in the weeds’ while conducting Visual Reconnaissance.
Often, they sighted tracks, camps, and bunker systems. The main difficulty was determining from
the available signs whether these were in recent use. Usually, it was impossible to say until an
air strike opened the vegetation cover. Later a SAS patrol would often be inserted to determine
BDA (Bomb Damage Assessment) and follow up with Ground Reconnaissance.

Working this way with ‘Possum’ meant we were able to locate targets more accurately and
reliably. | guess ‘Possum’ marked about 90% of targets for the pre-planned airstrikes resulting in
accurate marks and better bombing results. If a ‘Possum’ was not present, it was up to the FAC
to map read into the area and, if you could fix the position of the target in dense jungle less than
a hundred metres, you could be considered doing well (at least an honest FAC would admit to

that!).

BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT (BDA)

J

BDA was always more accurate if ‘Possum
was present to examine the target from low
level and close range. Our reporting was,
then, on time, on the spot and accurate,

BOMB DAMAGE ASS ESSMENT
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at the time. Flying higher up and moving relatively fast, he recognised his own limitations

in determining BDA accurately, and preferred to have a low flying helicopter (in his case,
Bell 47G Sioux light observation helicopters of the Australian Army’s 161 Reconnaissance
Flight) to take a closer look at the results of air strikes. In his opinion, ‘a lot of other BDAs

i‘gi‘.w;n solely by FACs) were estimations and sometimes exaggerations’.*

whereas a lot of other BDAs were — as | think
were widely acknowledged - rather
exaggerated. The only time we claimed
enemy personnel presence or casualties
was when SAS patrols confirmed the BDA.

From: ‘Dreadful Lady over the Mekong Delta: An
analysis of RAAF Canberra Operations in the
Vietnam War’ by WGCDR Bob Howe

| flew about a dozen missions, both Visual Reconnaissance and target marking for airstrikes with
WP grenades, (checking on my solo students!) in ‘Possum’ Sioux aircraft. They certainly earned
their flight pay on each mission.

They occasionally were exposed to ground fire and, on one sortie,
our aircraft was hit by a Mk 82 bomb fragment despite us being
over 1,000 metres away, supposedly outside the fragmentation
envelope. We felt an impact and as a precaution landed at a nearby
Fire Support Base. We found a large fragment lodged in the
fuselage frame (the lattice work tail-boom saved the day!).

POSSUM DURING A BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

On the domestic front we were ‘comfortable’. Although JADE supported the Australian forces, it
was fully integrated within the USAF system and was housed, fed and operated entirely by the
USAF. We were accommodated in the ‘Hotel Vung Tau’ — for want of a better name — which was
a seconded old French hotel. My ‘roomie’ was the infamous CAPT Chris Neale, USAF! We had
a full-time kitchen at the hotel. The last two months of my tour were spent in military barracks at
Vung Tau airfield. On base, we used the usual ‘chow lines’ at the USAF or US Army messes. |
guess we were fortunate in that we were not subjected to the conditions rumoured to exist

elsewhere — tents and bunkers etc!
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Operating as part of the Australian team did not create any real problems. In fact, because we
shared the Vung Tau airfield with the RAAF squadrons supporting the Australian Army, there was
very close liaison and, indeed, a lot of social contact. The USAF guys in JADE become very much
part of the Australian scene because they personally got to know the RAAF and Army guys well.
When they were out flying, all they had to do was call on the radio, identify themselves, and often
they would find they were talking to someone they knew personally and with whom they had had
tried to sink a million VBs the night before, solving the problems of the world. This relationship
promoted a close cooperative working relationship at all levels.

One of the problem areas that were encountered arose about halfway through my tour. The USAF
began injecting young inexperienced pilots (virtually straight out of pilot training and with 5-6
weeks on the O-2A) and older pilots (with no recent flying experience or frequently no fighter
experience at all) into the FAC system. From this period on, the low FAC experience levels were
starting to become evident, and in fact, the last half of my tour was almost totally dedicated to
training these pilots. This created some concern for the Army commanders, because the FAC
experience levels were so low. As soon as we got them up to speed, they were poached and sent
elsewhere. In effect, the JADE Unit became an operational FAC training unit.

The O-2A, despite its obvious limitations, was a dual-seat aeroplane and, although normally
crewed by one, it was quite a good training platform. There were no real hassles training these
‘new guys’, it just took longer to get them qualified if they hadn’t flown for a while or had no fighter
experience. This meant they had to learn how fighters operated and how to FAC, all of which
entailed quite a deal of responsibility when providing close air support to troops on the ground.
There was a lot to learn and the pressure was really on them to perform.

Phouc Tuy province was an ideal area to be giving these new FACs their training. For one thing,
because we were not in the middle of a lot of air routes and point-to-point navigation activities,
we were immune from much of the Air Traffic Control (considered to be over-control or even out-
of-control by many!) which frustrated a lot of FACs elsewhere in-country. In fact, Phuoc Tuy had
the opposite situation of under-control usually applied. The greatest fear we had was not being
shot-down, shot at or whatever, but of running into somebody else (especially US Army
helicopters, which roamed around with no control at all!) because of the density of air traffic and
frequent poor visibility conditions

Congestion in the air could become quite heavy, depending on the time of year. For instance,
during the monsoon season when other Corps areas were experiencing adverse weather, it was
common for air strikes to be diverted and fighters were left looking for targets of opportunity in
other areas. There would be some days when large numbers of strike aircraft would head for the
coast and turn up in JADE country looking for work. We often had so much Air Support available
that we did not know what do with it at all! You could almost say that we’d become a dumping
ground although, that suited us because it was great training for the young guys.

How effectively this ordnance was employed could be debated and the tasking agencies were
often hard pressed to generate legitimate targets.

Occasionally we got RAAF Canberra bombers over Phuoc Tuy. Most of these that | can recall
were diverted missions from other Corps areas, although some would have been pre-planned
sorties to provide crew training in the relative benign JADE country. The Canberra bomber was a
little limited in other than a pre-planned role, chiefly because its reaction time was slow but also
on account of the nature of its delivery pattern. This entailed a long straight run-in to release each
bomb(s) resulting in a 5-6-minute interval between each run.
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This technique was not suitable for Close Air Support. Fighter aircraft
types worked in dive-bombing pairs (or more) and were able keep
pressure on the target area, having the added psychological impact
of visibility and noise.

RAAF CANBERRA ON A BOMBING RUN

The Canberra had some advantages in that it had long endurance, could level bomb under cloud
which precluded dive-bombing, carried six big bombs (750 or 1000 pounders versus 500-pound
Mk 82 bombs), and was generally reasonably accurate — although there were notable exceptions!

The Canberra also proved acceptable for initial FAC training (due to the pace of its operations)
before pilots graduated to the more demanding and hectic pace of multiple fighter patterns.

My recall of specific events has been eroded by 50 years of time but, looking back, one impression
which still strikes me is that | was never subjected to the controversy over whether we should
have been in Vietnam. Australian Government commitment to the conflict was seen to be a right
and just thing. Like most of my colleagues, | supported the Government’s aims, even though these
were not achieved in the end, and | had no qualms about why | went and what | did there.
Personally, | found the experience valuable in consolidating my fighter training and there was no
doubt that Vietham was a very good opportunity for the RAAF fighter community to conduct air
operations in an operational environment, even though we were not operating fighter aircraft.

I managed to-re-live O-2A FAC operations in1972 - 74 while instructing
o F-4E at the USAF Fighter Weapons School, Nellis AFB NEVADA, USA.

During the Weapons Delivery Phase of the Fighter Weapons Instructor

Cowrses, O-2A FACs were employed in the Tactical and Close Air Support
phase (o precursor to-USAF Red Flag’ exercises).

I pauwticipated inv o few nostalgic flighty!!
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JADE COUNTRY
by FLGOFF Barry M. Schulz, RAAF Jade 07, 1970

Contribution to- ‘Cleawed Hot
FAC AssociationBook ISBN 978 09703 0682 1
Submitted by WGCDR Bowry SCHULZ (Ret'd) 2003

1968-1969 1970+ (SCHULZ DESIGN)

Upon my arrival in Vietnam, | was attached for about a week to the 21st TASS at Cam Ranh Bay
to train in the O-2A. | then made my way, via the 19th TASS at Bien Hoa, to Vung Tau where |
replaced Flying Officer Dave Robson, RAAF. The JADE FAC TACP supported the 1st Australian
Task Force (ATF) based at Nui Dat, about 20 miles north of Vung Tau. The 1st ATF AO was in
Phuoc Tuy Province, north and east of Vung Tau.

We routinely flew six days, followed by a one-day break. One or two, three-hour sorties were
flown each day. Being based at Vung Tau, we received daily intelligence briefings from the RAAF
Operational Support Unit that also supported the RAAF Caribou and Iroquois squadrons. When
we flew out of Nui Dat, the JADE TACP and Australian Army Staff conducted pre and post-sortie
briefings.

Most sorties accompanied a Sioux helicopter from the Australian Army Aviation Corps based at
Nui Dat. Their call sign was ‘Possum,’ and their primary role was low-level visual reconnaissance
and, when appropriate, assisting in marking targets. They were our low-level eyes. We flew top-
cover, navigating, reporting, and reacting to any sightings.

Most of the time, the Phouc Tuy Province was relatively quiet. The threat from the ground was
not considered high, so Possum operated ‘in the weeds’ in relative safety. Often, they sighted
tracks, camps, and bunker systems. The main difficulty was determining from the available signs
whether these were in recent use. Usually, it was impossible to say until an airstrike removed
some of vegetation. Often, an SAS patrol followed up with ground reconnaissance and BDA.

Working this way, we were able to locate targets more accurately and reliably. | would guess that
Possum marked about 90% of our pre-planned targets. Their very accurate marks produced
commensurately better bombing results. If a Possum was not available, it was up to the FAC, and
if you could determine the location of a point in dense jungle within 100 metres, you were doing
well - at least an honest FAC would admit to that!
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If Possum found a target of opportunity, or if any of the Australian SAS patrols, or "grunts" got into
trouble, we would react by calling in an immediate air strike, artillery fire, or US or RAAF helicopter
gunship support. Selection depended on the tactical situation. Often the SAS required immediate
extraction, and we accomplished that with RAAF Iroquois ‘slicks’ covered by ‘Bushranger
gunships. RAAF helicopters were always on alert, and response was almost immediate. Bien
Hoa was only 15-20 minutes away so tactical fighter air support reaction time was also generally
good.

BDA was always more accurate if Possum was present to examine the target from low level and
close range. Their BDA was on time and on the spot whereas a lot of other BDAs were
estimations, and sometimes, exaggerations. The only time we claimed enemy casualties was
when SAS patrols confirmed the BDA.

| flew about a dozen missions, both visual reconnaissance and target marking for airstrikes with
WP grenades, with a Possum. They certainly earned their pay. On one sortie, our aircraft was hit
by a MK-82 fragment even though we were over 1,000 metres away, supposedly well outside the
fragmentation envelope. We felt an impact and as a precaution landed at a nearby FSB. We found
a large fragment lodged in the fuselage frame. Fortunately, the latticework tail-boom saved the
day!

On the domestic front we were comfortable. We were fully integrated with the USAF system and
were as housed, fed, and operationally supported by the USAF. We were accommodated in the
‘Hotel Vung Tau’ — for want of a better name — that was a seconded old French hotel with a full-
time kitchen. My "roomie" was the infamous Captain Chris Neale, USAF. The last two months of
my tour were spent in military barracks at Vung Tau airfield. On Base we used the usual ‘chow
lines’ at the USAF or US Army messes. We were fortunate in that we were not subjected to the
conditions rumoured to exist elsewhere — tents, bunkers etc!

Operating as part of the Australian team did not create any real problems. In fact, because we
shared the Vung Tau Airfield with the RAAF squadrons supporting the Australian Army, there was
very close liaison and, indeed, a lot of social contact. The USAF guys in Jade become very much
part of the Australian scene, and got to know the RAAF and Army guys well. When they were out
flying, they often they would find they were talking to someone they knew personally and with
whom they had had tried to sink a million VBs the night before!

My recall of specific events has been eroded by 50 years of time but looking back, one impression
that still strikes me is that | was never subjected to the controversy over whether we should have
been in Vietham. Australian Government commitment to the conflict was seen to be a right and
just thing. Like most of my colleagues, | supported the Government’s aims, even though these
were not achieved in the end, and | had no qualms about why | went and what | did there.

From a RAAF fighter pilot point of view, | found the experience valuable. There was no doubt that
the opportunity to participate in combat air operations, even though we weren’t flying fighter
aircraft, complemented and augmented my fighter training.

Editor's Note: The authors comments about the commitment of his fellow-countrymen is interesting
in that he appears not to have run into the hostility mentioned by several of his colleagues.

WGCDR Barry Schulz, AFC
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FLGOFF Dave ROBSON OBSERVATIONS

Callsign ‘JADE 07’ Dave Robson learned lessons in Vietham — none more valuable than looking
after the bloke on the ground.

We watched the news from the US and were shocked about the protest marches and how we
servicemen were seemingly blamed for the war.

Between missions, morale was generally low, but airborne was a different matter — we each had
a job to do. We looked for whatever fun or joy we could find in each day. Flying was a pleasure
compared to being on the ground.

We drank too much and slept too little. We played card games. We told dirty jokes. We listened
endlessly to Glenn Campbell on the jukebox and we drooled over the centrefolds of Playboy
magazine. That was what we were fighting for — the freedom to enjoy our way of life, and to return
home to our loved ones.

In our area we experimented with air power in direct support of the troops and how to maximize
the result with minimal resources — we needed accuracy, safety, and low-cost weapons.

| developed a technique where | fired a pair of ‘Willy-Pete’ (white phosphorous rockets) on a
marking pass — one a little short and one a little long. Initially | used it for the Aussie Canberra
bombers so the pilot, and navigator, could line up for their bomb run. The two smokes provided
two references — a line for the fighters to set their attack direction, and a distance reference for
aim-off.

Each fighter pilot had very different estimates of distance and, if you wanted to move an aim point
say 100 metres left of the previous bomb, the result would vary from 50 to 150 meters.

By using two smokes | could use proportional distance, which was consistent for all pilots. It
worked very well. “Hit my smoke” became “split my smokes”.

The most important lesson for me was that war must be won on the ground and that the air war
must contribute to that end. Also, the will to win is more important than any other weapon of war.
| was disillusioned by the reaction of our people to the servicemen who served in Vietham.

Our R&R was a week home in Australia. We were warned not to wear uniform at home as paint
had been thrown over some servicemen on leave and fights had broken out.

| suddenly felt that what | was doing was not appreciated and would achieve nothing in the long
term. | went back to the war zone with one intention — to protect my troops on the ground to the
best of my ability and to ignore the political and media crap.

~--- 000 ----

The forward air controller commands the combined firepower of offensive airborne platforms on
the battlefield — making him the most powerful pilot in the skies.
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“The most important lesson for me was that war has to be won on the ground and that the air war
must contribute to that end,” says former RAAF pilot David Robson. Dave Robson was a breed
of pilot — a specialist — known as a forward air controller (FAC) who saw action close and personal
in Vietham. Although the popularity of, or emphasis on, forward air controlling as a capability
seems to ebb and flow — especially in Australia — it is certainly in favour with the ADF now.

But what is FAC? Forward air control, as a legitimate method of targeting sophisticated air assets,
is popularly thought to have had its first real genesis during the D-Day invasions in northern
France 60 years ago.

However, Australian pilots of the RAAF’s No. 4 and 5 Squadrons, operating over the jungles of
Papua New Guinea, employed classic FAC tactics as early as 1943. Flying Wirraway and
Boomerang aircraft, these pilots guided precision strikes by faster Beaufighters, in close support
of ground troops holding out against the Japanese advance.

The basic theory behind FAC is the control and precision employment of offensive air assets to
attack ground targets that are often near friendly forces. In this regard, FAC was extensively and
famously employed in the jungles of South Vietham where Australian pilots, like Dave Robson,
were seconded to specialist American units in support of Australia’s ground troops.

All Vietnam-bound Aussie forward air controllers underwent FAC training in Australia at the Joint
Warfare School at RAAF Base Williamtown, north of Sydney.

With about 1000 hours fighter-pilot experience on Sabres and Mirage behind him, Flying Officer
Robson underwent further training in-country at the 504 Theatre Indoctrination School (TIS - FAC
U), Phan Rang, before being assigned to 19TASS, Bien Hoa and, from there, deployed to support
the Australian task force at Nui Dat.

He was based at the coastal airfield of Vung Tau and at Luscombe Field (Nui Dat) where his unit
maintained a TACP [tactical air control party] in support of the First Australian Task Force (1ATF).
The FACs in support of 1ATF — to which there was usually one Australian attached — were
assigned the callsign Jade.

Originally equipped with Cessna O-1s, the Jade callsigns were upgraded, in 1969, to the Cessna
O-2A — ‘Oscar Deuce’. Robson flew the Cessna O-2A exclusively during his tour of duty from
June 1969 to February 1970 and flew a total of 240 missions over 333 flying hours calling in more
than 80 air strikes.

Flying the Oscar Deuce was a huge change for Robson. Not only was he stepping down from

the fast jets of a substantial fighter career, but had the extra burden of switching master hand.
“Every airplane | had flown was operated with a joystick by the right hand. The throttle, radios,
speed brakes and so on were operated by the left,” he says. “On top of that, | was left-handed.

“To fly the O-2A, | had to change to a left-hand operated yoke in an airplane with sluggish
response — compared to a fighter — and to writing with my right hand. “It certainly was a learning
experience.”

Recalling the following mission, Dave Robson can give us a reasonable insight into the role and
importance of the FAC to the ground forces he was there to support.
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“An ARVN convoy, with US Army advisers, was in transit to their fire-support base. The VC
detonated mines under the lead and tail-end APCs, trapping the entire column on an elevated
road with rice paddies on either side. They were totally exposed and trapped — there was no
escape. Then the VC opened fire from lines of trees on both sides of the rice paddies. It was a
well-planned ambush. The convoy was pinned down and very vulnerable.

They called for an immediate air (air-strike support). | was already airborne on a visual
reconnaissance (VR) mission several klicks to the east. The fighters were called as | was on the
way and we arrived in short time. We cleared the Aussie helicopter gunships in first — callsign
Bushranger.

As | briefed the first flight of fighters — F-4s — and rolled in to mark the target, | saw muzzle flashes
directed at me from the tree-line to the west. As | pulled off the marking run, a US Army officer on
the ground warned there was ground fire coming at me from the tree-line to the east.

| called for more air support while | directed the first set of fighters onto the target. It was an easy
target for the fighters as the tree-lines were clearly defined and there was a clear area of rice
paddies between the trees and the friendlies. The fighters could make a clear run along the tree-
lines with high-drags and napalm.

| continued the first flight of fighters on the eastern side with 20 mm cannon passes as the second

flight arrived. As | briefed the second fight — F-100s — and marked the western tree-line, we were
able to keep Charlie’s head down in the meantime with cannon fire. The action ended as quickly
as it had started. The guns went silent. Charlie had retreated — perhaps wounded — and | was
able to provide top cover until relieved by another FAC — and until additional ground support
arrived. Dust-off helicopters collected some wounded.”

A forward air controller is a lone-wolf type of operator on the battlefield with arguably the greatest
firepower of any individual at his disposal.

Apart from offensive airpower he can also call upon or be asked to control naval gunfire support
(NGS), artillery, mortars, heavy machineguns, or even main battle tanks.
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The O-2A

The O-2A Skymaster was manufactured by Cessna and designed for forward air control, visual
reconnaissance, target identification, target marking, ground to air coordination, counter-
insurgency, leaflet dropping, and damage assessment.

The O-2A had four under wing pylons for external stores, including rocket pods, flare pods,
napalm canisters, or other light ordnance such as a 7.62 mm mini-gun pod. In the FAC role, the
O-2A identified and marked enemy targets with smoke rockets, coordinated air strikes and
reported target damage.

This was a dangerous mission and many O-2As and their pilots were lost to enemy fire. A total of
546 O-2As flew 1,808,763 hours between 1967 and 1988. With back-up push-pull engines and
other advanced features, the O-2A earned a reputation as one of the safest planes in the world.
(Note: That reputation is for the O-2A, flown by military pilots. The civilian C-337 has only an
average safety rating for multiengine piston airplanes.)

The O-2A was intended as an interim aircraft, replacing the single engine O-1 Bird Dog (also
made by Cessna) until the OV-10 Bronco could be deployed. As it happened, the O-2As continued
in service after the OV-10s were fielded. This was partly due to the growing importance of night
air interdiction missions.

The O-2As pioneered the aerial employment of night vision devices for target spotting. This was
done by a Forward Area Navigator, or FAN, who would look through the open side window of the
O-2A, using a telescope-like night vision device made for Army ground troops.

This option was not available to crews of the OV-10 and early models of the Bronco were
determined to be unsuitable for night FAC missions.

This led to continued employment of the O-2As, often alongside of the O-1s they were supposed
to have replaced. Some pictures from the time show all three-observation aircraft on the same
ramp.

Specifications: 0O-2A/M337B
Years of Manufacture: | 1967 through 1970
Number built: 501
Number surviving: Less than 50 airworthy and flying (estimate)
Nicknames: ‘Oscar Duck’, ‘Sky-pig’, ‘Mixmaster’, ‘push-pull’, other even less flattering monikers
Mission Role: Forward Air Control
Overall length: 29 feet, 9 inches
Wingspan: 38 feet, 2 inches
Empty weight: 3029 pounds (N424AF)
Well, it depends...The FAA Type certificate says 4300 lb, but there is supplementary
letter from the FAA authorizing 4400 Ib. The USAF said 4400 Ib, but you could take off
Gross weight: with 4600 Ib as long as you landed with only 4400 Ib, and it could weigh up to 4850 Ib
ght: if anything above 4400 Ib was on the wings. The USAF flight manual has performance
data for up to 5000 Ib.
Veteran pilots report regularly taking off at weights in excess that!
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Fuel capacity: 122 gallons. This provides a maximum loiter time of 7.2 hours or 900 nm range.

Oil capacity: 10 quarts each engine (7 quarts indicated is recommended for flight)
Engines: Two 210 hp Continental 10-360D piston engines
Propellers: McCauley constant speed, full feathering, 76” diameter
Maximum speed: 180 knots (That is what the book says, anyway)

At 75% power, 152 knots: fuel consumption 25 gph (best power).

Cruise speed: At 65% power, 144 knots: fuel consumption 19.6 gph.

Rate of climb: Sea level to 8000 feet in 9 minutes at FAA Maximum Gross Weight, standard day.
Service ceiling: 18,000 feet, no stores, FAA maximum gross weight
Crew: One or two, depending on mission (Seats for three and sometimes 4 were available.)
Armament: Four hard-points, two on each on wing. Typical weapon load included 2.75” folding fin

aerial rockets and aerial or ground burning flares

The O-2A, like the O-1 before it, was not well armoured. In the beginning armour was restricted
to steel plates in the bottom of the pilots’ seats. Later, a fully armoured pilot's seat became
available, much like those fitted to Army attack helicopters. In addition, the mission profile required
both target location and battle damage assessment after a strike drew a lot of attention — and
enemy fire - to the light, slow flying aircraft. Different tactics were employed to reduce exposure
and manage risk. Nonetheless, of the 456 O-2As deployed to South East Asia, 82 were lost to
enemy fire.

Early vs Late O-2As

After delivery of the initial order of O-2As the USAF asked Cessna to make some modifications
because of experience in the field.

Most important of these was enlarging the window on the pilot's side for better visibility in turns to
the left. The window also bulged out a bit, improving downward visibility out the left side. This
change included an external emergency window release handle, allowing rescue crews to get
immediate access to the pilot.

According to pilots who have flown both airplanes, the bulging window is supposed to reduce the
speed of the O-2A by as much as four knots. This reported decrease in performance may be
airplane specific, rather than valid across the modification. The USAF Dash 1 does not indicate
any change in performance for early vs late models and no two O-2As seem to have the same
performance, anyway.

The new window design required replumbing the fuel lines, so that the fuel selector switch for the
left tank (feeding the front engine) was moved to the right side of the cockpit. You might think that
having both the left and right fuel selectors on the right side of the cockpit could create some
confusion, but it solved a different problem. The left fuel tank selector was now to the left, or
forward of the right fuel tank selector. This now made it clear which engine was drawing fuel from
that tank. The second delivery of O-2As (68-6857 thru 68-6903) had the same layout of the earlier
145 planes, but all deliveries from 68-10828 and higher are with the larger, bubble window.
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O-2A vs C-337

It is often said that the O-2A was just a civilian Cessna Skymaster in Air Force grey.
Although this is true for the O-2B it is NOT true for the O-2A.

The O-2A was special purpose built to USAF requirements to perform forward air control missions
in a low-intensity conflict environment. It was expected that manoeuvring stresses would certainly
exceed that encountered flying in a civilian, peacetime environment; there was the requirement
to carry and fire a variety of weapons; and — to be certain — there was the requirement to survive
hostile encounters with unfriendly people.

Here is a list of some of the features that make the O-2A different from the civilian C-337
Skymaster:

Wings equipped with four hard points capable of mounting weapons pylons and 350 pounds
of ordnance each or 550 pounds total among all four pylons. Allowable weapons weight was
in addition to the 4300 pounds maximum weight for the civilian model C-337B. (Actual combat
weight frequently exceeded 5000 Ibs.)

Armaments panel and gunsight to use the weapons on the wings

Wing spar was reinforced and the wing mounting bolts were 25% thicker

Landing gear mountings were reinforced

Heavy duty brakes

Self-sealing fuel tanks

Military furnishings on the interior: seatbelts, armoured seats, rifle mounts

Instrument and switches: Military standard. Power management instruments moved closer to
pilot.

Observation windows above, on right side, and built into door (and door could be jettisoned in
flight)

The observation windows required the fuel system to be re-routed, with selectors moved from
overhead to above the doors. Also, an emergency fuel selector was installed, to allow fuel to
go from both tanks to both engines at the same time.

All electric instrumentation — no vacuum system

60 amp alternators (C-337 had 50 amp generator systems)

400 Amp inverter to run AC electrical equipment

Fire detection system mounted on rear engine (I suppose that they thought an engine fire in
the front engine would be self-evident.)

Larger cowl flaps for rear engine: aided cooling on hot days and slow flight at low altitude
Different baffling to aid cooling without propeller spinners

Belly skids and lifting eyes to enable quick repair after a belly landing or for recovery after an
unexpected landing away from the airbase. (These also provide extra drag, with estimates of
losing 8 knots of cruise speed over the civilian C-337)

Lots of other little things which makes many similar parts between the civilian and military
versions NOT interchangeable; eg, engine control cables and attachments are thicker or built
stronger ($)
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Other O-2As

In addition to the O-2A, there were 31 O-2Bs. The O-2B was a C-337A built for the civilian market
by Cessna, and re-fitted with loudspeakers and leaflet dispensers for psychological operations
(PSYOP) use. In this case, that meant propaganda (or battlefield information.)

The USAF purchased 31 C-337As that had already been built by Cessna, but not yet sold. These
had the standard civilian instruments and layout, interior, and none of the unique attributes of the
0-2A.

One quick way to tell the difference is that the O-2B, like its civilian counterpart, had propeller
spinners on the front and back, while the O-2A did not. That is not universally true, as some O-
2As had been fitted with spinners as part of their transition to civilian life. (The spinners added
about 4 knots to the cruise speed.)

The USAF was not the only purchaser or user of the O-2A. Thirty-five O-2As were transferred to
the Republic of Vietnam. Others had a somewhat longer service life. In 1969, the Imperial Iranian
Air Force purchased 12 O-2As. Current whereabouts unknown, but the FAA Type Certificate
allowing O-2As to be registered in the normal category specifically EXCLUDES these Iranian
aircraft. Other Air Forces that have flown the O-2A include Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El
Salvador, Ivory Coast, Haiti, Namibia, Solomon Islands, South Korea, and Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwe is an interesting case. Two former USAF O-2As were
delivered in the mid-1990s. As the Government of Rhodesia,
however, the country purchased more than 20 French built 337
variants, with O-2A features such as hard points, observation
windows, and a very interesting pair of machine gun mounts on top
of the fuselage.

These are reported to have been very effective counter-insurgency aircraft, working in
cooperation with other air and ground elements.

Chile, El Salvador, and Botswana are reported to still have O-2s in service. | have been told,
however, that Botswana was seeking to transfer their O-2A’s to civilian aero-club status.

Some O-2As were reported to have been used by non-State armed groups in the conflicts in
Africa. In one example, the Private Military Company, Sandline, reportedly used O-2As when
operating under contract with the Government of Sierra Leone in that government's fight against
the Revolutionary United Front and various foreign mercenaries.

A former officer of Sandline related to me that while he was flying an O-2A, he forced down two
Mi-24 Hind helicopters, piloted by Russian mercenaries. Sadly, | never secured permission from
him to tell the whole story in public.

The Private Security Company, AirScan used O-2As and C-337s in support of US government
contracts in Irag and elsewhere and the humanitarian relief organization "Brothers to the Rescue”
used O-2As and C-337s providing support to people fleeing Communist Cuba.

Oh, The US Navy and the US Army have both used O-2As. The Army used them for liaison type
work out of West Berlin and for range patrol duties at Yuma proving ground. The Navy used them
for similar range safety purposes. They were recently retired from that duty.
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The FAC Mission

The concept of controlling bombardment of enemy targets, using visual reconnaissance from
airborne platforms began in the American Civil War, with Thaddeus Lowe and the Union Balloon
Corps. It did not come into its own, however, until the First World War. It was always a dangerous
mission. The effectiveness of 337As controlling fires from the air made shooting these aircraft
down a special priority of the enemy. The first pursuit, or fighter, planes were specifically
developed to counter these first Forward Air Controllers. Their use continued in World War Two,
not only by the Liaison/Artillery Spotter aircraft of the US Army and Marine Corps (L-4 Piper Cubs
and L-5 Stinsons) and the equivalent Fieseler Storches of the Luftwaffe, but also at home, in the
submarine spotting (and targeting missions) by similar Piper and Stinson aircraft flown by
volunteer civilian pilots of the Civil Air Patrol, providing targeting for the Army Air Force Anti-
Submarine Squadrons.

These spotting missions continued in the Pacific Theatre and later in Korea, where the USAF
used the AT-6 Texan (a WW?2 training aircraft) and the Army L-19 "Bird Dog" replaced the Piper
Cubs.

Later, the USAF also adopted the Bird Dog, giving it the USAF
designation of O-1. The O-1/L-19 aircraft were in combat again more
than ten years later with involvement of the United States in the
Vietnam conflict.

O-1 BIRD DOG

Improvements in anti-aircraft fire and the non-linear battlefield of Vietham made the FAC mission
more dangerous than the artillery spotters of World War Two. It also became exponentially more
complex.

The Forward Air Controller, usually operating alone, was required to find enemy targets in
conditions where the enemy was not moving in the open (often through thick vegetation), contact
Airborne Command and Control Centre (a C-130 Hercules controlling all air operations within a
given area), determine the air defence threat, contact the fighter/bombers directed to the target
on their frequency, determine the proper ordnance mix and best approach to the target, then
come in and fire on the target — only with smoke mind you — and move away so that the aircraft
he was clearing in hot would not hit him as they released their ordnance. After all of that, he had
to return to the target, assess damage, and provide percent hit and effectiveness ratings to the
fighter/bomber aircraft. Of course, he had to do all of that without getting shot down himself.

This second run was more dangerous than the first. When initially spotting a target, the enemy
might withhold fire, hoping that they were not seen by the FAC. After the strike came, they were
not hiding any more...and probably not very appreciative of the FAC being there.

To effectively direct the fighter aircraft, the FAC himself needed to be a qualified fighter pilot. This
was the only way he could visualize the strike from the perspective of those he was directing and
to know what the best ordnance, ingress, and egress routes for the attacking aircraft. This was
not enough, however.
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The FAC might also be called upon to direct artillery fire, just as in the First World War, or even
coordinate strikes with what was then the newest weapon system on the battlefield, Army Attack
Helicopters.

When directing strikes in support of troops on the ground, the FAC also had to be able to talk to
those soldiers or marines — which required different frequencies and radios and to understand
ground combat.

The most challenging missions were the rescue of downed air crewman (Combat Search and
Rescue or CSAR) or to assist in the extraction of special operations forces. Some missions
included both, one as part of the other. In these missions, the FAC was trying to maintain contact
with the isolated airman or team, keep another eye out for the enemy, direct “SANDY” ground
attack aircraft to keep the foe away from the friend, and provide instructions to the rescue
helicopters. Flying profiles took on a special twist as the FAC had to maintain visual contact with
the friendlies while not giving their position away. The movie “Bat 21” (which refers to the airman
being rescued, not the FAC) does not come close to depicting the true complexity of that operation
or the sacrifice of the FAC and special operations forces involved in the rescue. (Also, the airplane
in the film is a civilian C-337, NOT an O-2A.) | strongly recommend reading the book, The Rescue
of Bat 21 by Darrel Whitcomb (a 23nd TASS FAC pilot), to get a true feel for the conditions faced
in these rescue operations.

Adding to the interest level in all these missions was increasing sophistication of the enemy. This
included his ability to listen in on radio transmissions and even spoof them. It also included ever
better anti-aircraft capabilities - first in the form of bigger visually-directed guns, then radar
directed guns, surface to air missiles, and finally the emerging shoulder fired heat seeking
missiles. It quickly became apparent that, despite the genuine love many pilots had for the
venerable Bird Dog, it was both obsolete and not survivable in the late 1960s war-form. The O-
2A Skymaster was quickly adapted from the civilian Cessna 337 to meet the needs of the FAC
while awaiting the purpose-built OV-10. The O-2A offered better survivability in the form of two
engines and two electrical systems. It could carry more radios, more ordnance, and more fuel. It
had some drawbacks from the O-1 in terms of visibility, maintenance requirements and ability to
operate out of primitive airstrips, but it was a necessary transition.

USAF Squadrons flying the O-2A over South East Asia included the 19th TASS out of Bien Hoa,
RVN; the 20th TASS out of Pleiku, RVN; the 21st TASS out of Tan Son Nhut and Phu Cat, RVN;
and the 22nd TASS out of Da Nang, RVN, and the 23nd TASS (where my airplane was assigned),
based on the Royal Thai Air Force Base at Nakhon Phanom, Thailand.

The OV-10 was a twin turbo-prop aircraft. It had the dual redundancy of the O-2A, but with a
heavier payload, real weapons capability, real armour protection, better daytime visibility (more
on that later) and the ability to carry two dedicated aircrew, easing the load on the FAC as pilot
and controller.

Early on, the enemy learned that the US military had some serious
limitations in night operations. This was particularly true for our use
of airpower to find and strike targets. It was not a new limitation. The
Germans took advantage of it in World War Two but it took on new
meaning in the triple canopy rainforest environment.
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Necessity is the mother of invention and the FACs developed means to find, target, and direct
strikes on enemy forces moving along the Ho Chi Minh Trail under cover of darkness.

The O-2A has a side window that can be opened in flight at speeds up to 122 knots indicated
airspeed (or about 135 knots true airspeed at typical operating altitudes.) This open window could
be taken advantage of by a second aircrewman on the FAC team, a Forward Area Navigator, or
FAN. The FAN used a “starlight scope” designed to be fitted to U.S. Army infantry rifles. The
technique was to use it as though it were a telescope, looking out through the open window. (Night
vision devices do not work through a closed window.) The FAC would then drop a flare on or over
the target spotted by the FAN and call in the strike aircraft as in a daytime mission. The early
OV-10s were not designed for such night operations. This meant that many of the Tactical Air
Support Squadrons could not retire their O-2As when they got the OV-10s. The O-2As remained
in service for night operations.

The FAC mission continues today, performed by OV-10 aircraft: the
Thunderbolt Il, or “Warthog” adapted for the FAC and CSAR Mission

with specially trained aircrew. All the OV-10 pilots | have met are
enthusiastic about their planes and their mission. Although the USAF
higher ups keep wanting to kill the A-10, as a retired Army officer, |

. - cannot think of a worse decision if our goal is to control the battlefield
. M on the ground and keep our soldiers and airmen alive.

¥

i PSS -

FIRING THE 2.75" FFAR
From Ned Helm (Nail 27 and Bronco 07)

| was an OV-10 driver in SEA and when the war was "called" |
volunteered to spend the rest of my 2-year tour at Osan. We flew 12
OV-10s from NKP to Saigon, Clark, CCK, Kadena, Osan.

When we got there, it was my job with three other IPs to covert the
0-2 drivers to the OV-10. During that | got about 50 hours in the
"Duck" (the O-2 was usually called the Duck or the Oscar Duck.)

When you fire a 2.75 rocket in the OV-10 there was a very subdued
Whoosh....when you fired one in the Duck (especially when you were
in the right seat!) it was more of a KERBLAM!!!! The first time | got
lifted right out of my seat when unannounced the guy in the Driver in
the left seat pickled one off!
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THE STORY THAT CAN NEVER BE TOLD!

From FAC pilot Al Matheson

It seems the TOC had scheduled a night combat mission with the most dangerous combination
of crew members possible!

“Would you believe” he lamented,

“Two --count them-- (2) O-2A flight instructors in the same airplane, AND at the same time...?”
“Yeah, that would be deadly” | opined; nothing could be more hazardous that | can think of ...
“So, how did you survive?” | asked. “I didn’t” was the quiet reply.

It seems the daring duo set out to dual with death quite determinedly on a midnight tour of the
HCMT, only to find that an earlier mission aborted. Ops had pulled their bird to log themselves
an on-time take off.

They then ordered maintenance to service an alternate bird for the second flight. The
replacement O-2A was coming out of an annual inspection, it only needed a new rear engine
“‘installed”.

So, the new engine was dutifully installed, signed off and presented to the intrepid duo of flight
instructors, who appropriately out macho’d each other in loading the airplane with its customary
compliment..., to which they added a couple of CAR-15s, multiple 32 round clips of ammo, their
AN-PVS-2A night scope... and, oh yes, a venerable ‘rubber ducky’.

Walk-around looked good from 100 yds? Yep, three wheels and black paint.

Pilot #1: in the seat.

Pilot #2: forms and secrets; engine start rear, check oil, mags, carb heat... OK.

Engine idle, sounds a bit noisy, but good.

Engine start front OK, Yay!

Taxi power front engine (rear engine still in idle) and off we go to the ordnance ramp for
souvenir pins and flags, right? (CTM note: Remove before flight/safety pins)

NKP Tower: “Oscar Ducky 2...go fly now?”

“Nail xx, cleared for taxi and run up, call for clearance.”
Full power engine number front. No lights, idle.

Full power engine number rear. No lights..., bit noisy still?

“Quiet! | am busy with Brigham.”
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NKP Tower: “Oscar Ducky 2 ... go fly now?”

"Roger, cleared for take-off, Nail xx, call Brigham airborne!"
Engine Front, taxi power to runway.

Engines front and rear full power on the numbers????
Brake release...?

No Go...!

Engine rear idle... Now go really fast down runway ...
Now where are those damned Brakes???

No go fly! #@!$#@%$@'*#$

Time for Bell to ring!

Note:

1. The front and rear engines are identical and interchangeable on the 0-2 and Cessna
337. The original front propeller is a McCauley D2AF34C59/76C.

2. The rear aft facing pusher propeller is a McCauley D2AF34C61/L76C prop. Putting the
front engine prop on a rear facing engine???

3. Airplane all suck, no Blow!

4. Tough on both take-off times and performance.
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JADE

FORWARD AIR CONTROLLERS (FACs) in SUPPORT of the FIRST
AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE (1ATF) in VIETNAM

David Robson (Jade 07) 1969 - 1970

A BRIEF HISTORY of FAC AIRCRAFT in VIETNAM
- in particular, the CESSNA O-2A 368

Why this story was written

About 15 years ago, | was approached to write a story about a particular aircraft - Cessna O-2A
Serial Number 21368.

Hurlburt Field in Florida, was the airfield where most FACs trained before being deployed to Viet-
nam, so it was decided to establish a memorial park at that location. The park displayed an aircraft
of each type that was deployed on special operations in Vietnam - together with a memorial stone
listing the names of all 219 FACs who lost their lives in that conflict.

This O-2A was one that | personally had flown for 67 missions in support of the First Australian
Task Force in Phuoc Tuy Province. Hence, | was asked to write this story.

The booklet was given to the attendees at the consecration of the memorial park but, more
recently, | thought it might also be of interest to some Australian history buffs. | have modified the
story to focus on operations in support of 1ATF.

Thirty-six Australian fighter pilots and fourteen Kiwi pilots, served as forward air controllers
throughout Vietnam and in all FAC aircraft types.

Many were decorated. Fortunately, none were lost.

Introduction
What is a Forward Air Controller? How did he come about?

Military aviation started with aerial reconnaissance to spot troop disposition and movements and
then artillery direction to correct the fall of shot of the big guns. These were roles and adjuncts of
the ground army — thus the Army Air Corps was born, in the United States, Europe and Australia.
They were known as scouts.

While the roles and capabilities of fighters and bombers expanded dramatically, there remained
a need for observation (visual reconnaissance) and direction of artillery fire. This was expanded
to include naval gunfire, which also needed visual correction at the massive distances that their
heavy guns could fire.
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Also, you had to be careful not to be shelling your own troops. So, any fire near ‘friendlies’ had to
be controlled and accurately directed. The spotter would call the shots and the corrections — and
take the blame for misses.

Interestingly, the US Army designation for these aircraft had the prefix L. The L was for liaison —
between air and ground units. It later became O for Observation in USAF service. (The 0-1 Bird
Dog was originally designated L-19.)

The aeroplane became a powerful weapon of war and a new military force was born — an Air
Force. As well as strategic bombing and air defence of cities and countries, air power offered
another form of firepower to support the ground operations but it, too, needed direction. The
fighter and bomber pilots could not always tell where the target was nor who was friendly and who
was the enemy — there wasn’t always a ‘front line’. In the case of air support, the spotter now had
to provide a clear visual marker for the fighters to aim at. Smoke grenades, incendiary bombs and
tracer bullets were used.

Thus, the airborne Forward Air Controller evolved from the artillery spotters and observers of
WW1, through the Pathfinders and Grasshoppers of WW2 and the Mosquitoes of Korea to the
most contentious war of all — Vietnam. With the tropical jungle cover of Vietnam there was no way
that high performance fighter aircraft could drop weapons in support of friendly troops without the
target being marked for them. Neither side could be seen from the air.

Nowadays, modern systems employ laser target designators and target-seeking cruise missiles
but, in Vietnam, the FAC was the eyes and the designator of the target for the fighters.

Perhaps they will never be used in this way ever again.

What did a FAC do?

A FAC’s daily menu of tasks included visual reconnaissance of a defined Tactical Area of
Responsibility of about 20 miles square. He got to know this area like the back of his hand. He
attended a daily briefing to know what friendly troop movements and tactical operations were
planned. He knew what airstrikes were pre-planned for his area. He looked for signs of troop
movements, fires, digging, vehicle tracks, cut-down trees, structures, rope bridges — anything that
had changed since the day before.

He listened on up to five radios to the infantry, the fire support base (artillery), the helicopter fire
support teams and Air Cavalry units, the FACnet (the FACs own communications link) and the
radar controller for his area. He could call his Tactical Air Control Party for fighters any time his
troops were ambushed.

Sometimes he would cover and navigate for a Light Observation Helicopter (LOH pronounced
Loach) or a Long-Range Patrol (LRP) team who would be working deep into enemy territory. He
might provide top cover for an armoured convoy, a helicopter medevac (called a dust-off) or he
may direct ground or naval artillery fire. He could map-read to within 100 metres or less and often
provided navigation assistance to the LOHs and LRPs.
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But his real value was close air support — directing the fighters in support of friendly troops. He
may have to mark targets and control airstrikes less than 150 metres from friendly positions, direct
artillery, co-ordinate helicopter fire teams and lay down suppressive minigun fire from a gunship
— all at the same time. Ultimately, the FAC was responsible for the safety of his troops on the
ground. He carried full responsibility for the accuracy of the strike and for not having the fighters
fly into a hill — and some of these guys were only 20 years old!

What was special about a FAC aeroplane?

The observation plane had to be low and slow and easy to fly. However, the ground fire in some
areas prevented these operations. To survive, the FAC would have to fly faster and higher. The
compromise in Vietnam was to fly above the small arms fire, at 1,500 feet, where there was still
a reasonable view of detail on the ground and where an increased speed and distance meant
greater safety. However, the FAC now had to mark targets 3,000 — 10,000 feet away.

The FAC aeroplane had to have adequate communications and target marking ability. More
radios and better comms (Ultra High Frequency and FM Fox-Mike) were easy. Accurate target
marking was not so easy. Smoke grenades made the FAC too vulnerable. A new system was
needed.

In the 1950s the USAF developed a new weapon for shooting down heavy bombers. It was called
the High Velocity Aerial Rocket (HVAR). It was 2.75 inches in diameter and could be fitted with
several different warheads. One was white phosphorous (WP, or Willy-Pete), The white phospho-
rous gave clearly visible white smoke on impact which continued for 30 seconds or so.

The rocket was designed for interceptors but they could also be carried in small launching tubes
or pods. They were light and cheap and many were held in the USAF inventory. Because they
were designed for air-to-air combat, they were very high velocity and very accurate.

This was an ideal target marker. The FAC could stand-off a little and still accurately direct the air
strike. Thus, the FAC aircraft in Vietnam carried tubes or pods of ‘Willy-Petes’. When the FAC
was spot-on target with his ‘Willy-Pete’, he could simply say to the fighters, ‘Hit my smoke’.

It was a matter of great personal pride for the FAC to be able to say this.

What were the FAC aircraft?

In the Vietnam war, many different aircraft were used for a type of forward air control — depending
on the combat scenario and threat of ground fire. However, there were only three common types
of specific FAC aircraft which fulfilled the total span of FAC duties.
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These were the Cessna O-1 BIRD DOG, the Cessna O-2A, and the North American OV-10
BRONCO

NORTH AMERICAN OV-10

— 0 CESSNA O-2A ‘OSCAR
CESSNA 0-1 BIRD DOG BRONCO DEUCE’ FIRING A ‘WILLY-
PETE ROCKET

When the Bird Dog was to be replaced in military service, it was felt that a higher performance
aircraft was needed — for survival against small arms ground fire. The ability of the O-1 to loiter
lowly and slowly, and spot targets between the trees, was sacrificed for survivability. The FAC
had to fly higher and faster and to redress this, in safer areas, the FAC was used in conjunction
with a Light Observation Helicopter (LOH).

When hostilities broke out in South Vietnam, it was only intended that a small number of 0-1s
would be used to support the South Viethamese Army (ARVN) but when the war escalated, it was
clear that more and higher performance aircraft were going to be needed — and needed ASAP!

The USAF had previously held a competition for a COIN (Counter Insurgency) aircraft capable of
multiple missions, including light Close Air Support, para-dropping, medevac, surveillance, and
light attack against small marine craft. The OV-10 Bronco had been chosen to assume the FAC
role — but they were not yet available in sufficient numbers.

Thus, the O-2 was born — but it was born nameless. | am not sure why. Most USAF aircraft,
although known by their designation, e.g. F-4, C-130, B-52, still had a full name, Phantom, Her-
cules or Stratofortress.

- As a result, the O-2 was called, variously, Oscar Deuce, Push-me-
pull-you, Superdog and the civil name of Super Skymaster became
Super Mixmaster or, simply, Mixmaster.

O-2A AT VUNG TAU (RAAF MUSEUM)

The O-2 was a development of the civilian Cessna 337 (Super Skymaster) which offered the
safety and performance of a twin-engine aircraft without the penalty of control problems in the
event of an engine failure. It was a radical, but very effective, design.

Despite the inevitable comparisons of speed and firepower, we need to remember the roles that
the O-2 was to fulfill — reconnaissance, communications, target-marking, command and control
and direction of fire support. The 0-2 had five radios to talk to the troops, the fighters, his base,
radar control — as well as tactical navigation and electronic identification equipment.
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JADE O-2S8 AT VUNG TAU (DR)

It had a weapons sight (although the chinagraph mark on the
windshield still came in handy).

It had good field-of-view, especially up and left, where the FAC could see his fighters, and down
and left, where he could see his target.

It had four under-wing hard points which could each carry rocket pods, flares or mini-guns.
It had good transit speed, two engines and some armour protection for the pilot. Sure, it was

underpowered (actually overweight) but it did the job well. It did not have ejection seats and | am
not sure if anyone ever bailed out of an O-2 — but what more could you ask of this little aeroplane?

0-2A COCKPIT (DR) A FULL POD OF ‘WILLY-PETES’ (DR)

History of this O-2 — Serial Number 67-21368

This aircraft was built in 1967 by the Cessna corporation in Wichita, Kansas. It was delivered to
the USAF in August of that year.

South East Asia was hot at that time and, without delay, ‘368’ was assigned to the Seventh Air
Force and deployed to Nakhom Phanom (NKP) in North Eastern Thailand, right next to the
Mekong River, the border with Laos.

In February 1968, the aircraft was relocated to Da Nang air base in South Vietnam near the
ancient capital of Hue and, in November of that year, re-assigned to the 504th Tactical Air Support
Group (TASG), 19 Tactical Air Support Squadron (19TASS) at Bien Hoa, 15 miles north-east of
Saigon.

By then, the 504th TASG was responsible for all in-country FAC operations, and squadrons were
assigned to each of the four military regions of South Vietnam. Saigon and Bien Hoa were in 3
Corps and the squadron responsible for this district was the 19th Tactical Air Support Squadron.
Also at Bien Hoa was the Direct Air Support Centre which assigned (fragged) pre-planned air-
strikes and close air support resources and prioritized air support for hot situations. Troops in
Contact with the enemy (TIC), were always given top priority. The major maintenance base for all
the FAC aircraft was also at Bien Hoa.
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The region of 3 Corps extended from the Mekong River to the north-west (the Cambodian border),
to the Mekong Delta (4 Corps) to the south-west, the South China Sea to the south-east and to
the mountains running inland from Phan Thiet on the coast.

THE STRATEGIC DIVISION OF SOUTH VIETNAM INTO CORPS AREAS.

Note: DASC is Direct Air Support Centre - which assigned the fighters, PARIS CRC is the Radar
Control Centre. Phan Rang was home base for RAAF Canberra bombers and the location of the FAC
in-country training school. Vung Tau was the support airfield for FAC operations with 1ATF and home
base for the RAAF Iroquois and Caribou squadrons. Tan Son Nhut was the primary airfield for Saigon

(now Ho Chi Minh city)

VUNG TAU AIRFIELD 1969 - (THE RUNWAY SHOWN WITH A CROSS WAS A TAXIWAY -
A NEW RUNWAY WAS TO THE LEFT OF THE PICTURE). THIS WAS MID -DAY WITH MOST
OF THE CARIBOUS, CHINOOKS AND OTTERS OUT ON MISSIONS.
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In 1969 and 1970, 368 served in 3 Corps at Vung Tau and Nui Dat and spent much time as a
guardian angel for the 1st Australian Task Force in Phuoc Tuy province — south east of Saigon
and Bien Hoa. The primary airfield was Vung Tau but many operations were from the forward
airfield at Nui Dat — headquarters of the Task Force.

Our tarmac was pierced aluminium planking with non-skid paint —
positioned in the upper centre of the photo. Vung Tau was ‘home’
to 368 and her sisters.

. 21368 - ARMED AND READY AT VUNG TAU - DESPITE THE RAIN
AND THE NIGHT

The Aussies have a special regard for this O-2 aircraft. Her callsign was Jade. Her mission here
was dedicated to support the 1st Australian Task Force.

Charles M Schulz’s ‘Snoopy’, had been adopted generally as the FAC
~ emblem.
w INSIGNIA OF THE IN-COUNTRY FAC SCHOOL AT PHAN RANG

The Jade aircraft carried an extra marking — Snoopy was given a kangaroo on which to ride and
he carried a ‘Willy-Pete’ rocket over his shoulder.

It was a battle to keep the logo as the aircraft were returned for servicing at Bien Hoa, and the
Colonel insisted that the kangaroos were removed. Sometimes we had to be a little devious.

(COURTESY: AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL) FIN OF 972 (DR)

1970 VIETNAM - Barry SCHULZ, AFC Page 150



Six to eight FACs were assigned to support the Australian Task Force which consisted of three
Infantry Battalions, Artillery, Army Aviation, and a Base Hospital. Royal Australian Air Force
(RAAF) helicopter and transport squadrons also supported the Task Force. The Jade FACs were
regular USAF FACs in a USAF squadron — the 19th Tactical Air Support Squadron. We were
based at Vung Tau with the squadron headquarters at Bien Hoa. Many missions were flown from
the Australian base camp at Nui Dat, which had its own airfield called Luscombe Field.

368 AT LUSCOMBE FIELD, NUI DAT (DR) O-2A 310 AT LUSCOMBE FIELD (NUI DAT)
(COURTESY: AUSTRALIAN WAR
MEMORIAL)

JADE TEAM - CHRISTMAS 1969

The role of the FAC was only possible through his lines of
communications and his maintenance support. Jade relied on its
team of pilots, maintenance personnel and radio operators. We
had a radio shack at Nui Dat, managed by SGT Bob Curci, and
a mobile Tactical Air Control Party (some party!) from our FAC
jeep — which was used for occasional off-base deployments with
the troops.

JADE FAC JEEP AT FIRE SUPPORT BASE BARBARA - 1969 (DR)

Within the Jade unit there was also one Aussie FAC, an experienced fighter pilot, who was
assigned to this unit.

Callsign Jade 07 was reserved for this pilot.

At one point, for three months, we also had an Aussie ALO (Air
i ﬁﬂ Liaison Officer) — Wing Commander Pete Larard, callsign Jade 01.

2 He flew twenty-plus missions in 368.
1 b LB P

~ - WING COMMANDER PETER LARARD - JADE 01 - ALO
(COURTESY: RAAF MUSEUM, POINT COOK)
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Flying Officer Barry Schulz, from South Australia, flew 16 missions
. in 368 during 1970 — for a total of 29 hours and 10 minutes (during

which time he unofficially claimed the in-country, high altitude record
for an O-2A, of 14,700 feet!).

FLYING OFFICER BARRY SCHULZ - JADE 07

From my information, the greatest number of missions in 368 were
flown by Captain Chris Neale, USAF. Chris flew 78 missions in 368
in support of the Australian Task Force.

| personally flew several missions with him — including night strikes
— one of which was very (very) memorable.

CAPTAIN CHRIS NEALE IN 368 (DR)

A Day in the Life of ‘368’

| had the honour to spend 8 months as Jade 07 and to fly 67 missions in 368. One
notable day was in August of 1969.

A platoon from 5 Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (5 RAR) was on a search-and-
destroy mission about 20 ‘klicks’ (kilometres) north-east of the Nui Thi Vai mountains
in Phuoc Tuy province. A patrol hit upon a bunker system and was soon head-to-head
in a firefight with the unfriendlies. They went to ground and called for air support.

| was scrambled for an immediate task — Troops in Contact. | knew the operation and
the planned dispersion of friendlies but this was a recce and positions were not clearly
delineated.

The pre-flight was simple and quick. The aeroplane was ready to go — armed with two
pods, each of 7 ‘Willy-Petes’. | donned my flak vest. | was already wet with sweat in
the humid air and the parachute (for morale?) made matters worse. | placed my M-16
on the rear floor and my bag of maps next to the pilot’s seat. | could find my way as
accurately as any orienteer.

Start, taxi and take-off were normal although the wet taxiway matting (PAP) was a little
worn and slippery in places. It was only 10 minutes to the rendezvous. The fighters
had been given a TACAN radial and distance for the rendezvous and, while | was still
in transit, | contacted the fighters, checked their ordnance, and gave them their safe
ejection and escape routes.
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We had requested immediate air support and were assigned two consecutive flights of
fighters — Air National Guard F-100s with high drags, unfinned napalm and 20 mike-
mike (20 mm cannon). (I loved to get those Guard guys — they could hit what you
wanted them to — reliably.) Next was a flight of F-4s with more high drags.

The troops were supported by intense mortar fire and did not want to stop their fire
support. It was usual procedure to keep the fighters and the FAC over the friendly side
of the battle but, in this case, they, and I, agreed to stayover the enemy side so that
the mortars could keep firing. We had a pair of ‘Bushrangers’ (Aussie UH-1H gunships)
in close support waiting for the VC to run from cover — also on the unfriendly side.

Muzzle flashes of ground fire were visible through the jungle canopy and the troops
warned me of more ground fire as | orbited and marked the positions. It got fairly hot
from the intensity of concentration and the workload.

For nearly two hours, 368, and |, orbited the position, briefed, and controlled the
fighters and gunships and cleared the mortar fire. | used the full load of 14 ‘Willy-Petes’
and all my fuel.

The air support had to be placed down to 75 metres from friendlies. Confirmed Bomb
Damage Assessment included their collapsed bunker system, clothing, documents —
and VC casualties, Killed-by-Air. The gunships caught several more, as the
unfriendlies tried to retreat from the area.

SOME O-2§ DID NOT MAKE IT. THIS ONE WAS WHEELBARROWED
TO DEATH.

As well as marking targets, we tried to ease the pain on the civilian
population.

This young lady is Vanh with her ‘brothers’ at the Ba Ria orphanage.
| hope she made it through the war.

After the war, 368 was assigned to several Air National Guard units, back home in the US, but
her activities during this time are unknown. She was then retired to storage and, thanks to the
efforts of the restoration team, is proudly preserved here in the FAC memorial park.

This memorial is important for us and our future generations — to remember and to reflect.
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A MEMORIAL TO OUR BROTHERS

On Friday, 5 July 2013, the Colorado Springs FACs dedicated a new memorial to honour the
brave FACs and support personnel who have been killed in military actions in Iraq
and Afghanistan since 1975.

There were nearly 350 people in attendance at the TACP/FAC memorial dedication ceremony in
Memorial Park in Colorado Springs. We honoured the six new FACs or Joint Terminal Attack
Controllers (JTACs) who had been killed in Southwest Asia since the end of the war in SEA.
There was an additional name added to the existing FAC Memorial that was inadvertently left off
the 2008 FAC Memorial. The new name was Lt Colonel Andrew Matyas, an 0-1 pilot killed in
1968.

Some of the 45 Honoured Family members who attended the activities had never had the
opportunity to honour their loved ones. It was a very moving ceremony. The USAF Academy
Band, an Honour Guard from Peterson AFB, a bagpiper, a 21-gun volley and the playing of taps.
Due to sequestration the only fly over, we could get was a GPS satellite. Phil Litts, the FAC
Association President read the name and circumstances of the death of Lt. Colonel Matyas and
together with the dedication speaker, Colonel Sam Milam, the Commander of the 93" Operations
Support Wing placed a wreath at the base of the new granite monument.

This Memorial, shown below, is in the Military Section of Memorial Park in Colorado Springs
where the FAC Association memorial was installed in 2008.

These events were funded almost entirely from donations from fellow FACs. There was one
large grant from a local Colorado Springs philanthropic organization and a donation from the FAC
Association. Because of the generosity of the FACs we were able to pay for all the travel
expenses, hotel rooms and food for all the Honoured Family members that attended the events.
There were some very happy folks who otherwise would not have been able to travel to this event.

One of the daughters of Lt Colonel Matyas, who was a very young girl when her father died, really
captured what this event was all about in an email she sent to one of our dedication planning
team members.

"It was such a true honour to meet all of you and spend some time finally gaining
some understanding of just how important the FAC units were in Viethnam. | was too
young at 10 to ask the questions, and there was really no one in my circle that could
have answered the questions anyway.
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In a way | feel empowered, | can now actually tell people a bit about what my father
did in the war and | can also intelligently discuss some of the locations he experienced
and even point out on a map where he was Kkilled.

| knew so little previously that | would shy away from talking about his history; | knew
| was proud of him, that was a given, but | never had the words to express all that
entailed.

I will never forget that the greatest gift that you all provided to me over the past few
days was that | now can articulate my feelings.

Being silent because of ignorance is not very cathartic. Thanks to you and the others
that I met in Colorado, | now have a voice."

Dedication

A total of 544 O-2s were manufactured, in various versions. Many were lost — 22 in accidents, 82
in combat (3 to Surface-to-Air Missiles). They achieved a wonderful record — for what was an
interim aeroplane! | would like to dedicate this poem to the O-2, to the people who built her, to
those who maintained her and to all the FACs who flew her.
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Ode to an O-2
by David Robson

Tail-dragging Bird Dogs
aptly named
to point the way
ground hugging
flutter-bugging
sparrow-like
between the trees.
Hawkish OV-10s
blasting, bursting, bucking, Broncos
blazing guns and smoking dives,
But best | recall
and relate to you
my push-me-pull-you
Oscar Two.
Nameless, fameless,
elegant but ugly too
its duck-like legs
dangling briefly
before it flew
double-buzzing
about its vital task,
This ugly duckling
did its job
well and truly too,
There were times
when 1 too
had to push and pull,
my Oscar Two
and never once
did you let me down
my push-me-pull-you
Oscar Two

Thank you.
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FACs — In Memoriam

by Flying Officer David Robson, RAAF
jade 07 - Vung Tau - 1969/70

FACs—In Memoriam

Thiey were young, 1ot yet wise,
but cléar in what was right and what was fair.

They knew that they. in their little gray planes,
could cover their troops with a mantle of care.

They did their duty, their duty of care

their presence alone enough to deter

even the worst of what was there.

Eyes in the sky, ears in the air

not painted for war, nor painted for show, they were
uncamouflaged ringmasters of the greaiest show on earth.
Small, gray, guardians -

aerial shields with aerial swords

alone and unarmed but with unlimited power -
aceurate, immediate, final and fatal.

How do they count, these analysis of war,

account, amount and total the score,

compile and record their statistical war?

BDA, Kid, MI4, KBA?

What does it mean? What does it matter?

What matters above all else,

is the unknown number of unknown soldiers

who didn’t fall

and who, decades later, can still enjoy

the tove of families, the pleasure of friends,

the smell of spring and the song of birds -

purely because those solitary, little gray planes
were there

swherever and whenever, they were needed.

God bless them.

Flying Officer David Robson RAAF
Jade 07—Vung Tau—i969/70
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CONCLUSION

This memorial is dedicated to the many FACs who did not come home — as well as those that did.
We hope that it will keep alive their memories and their names, in your hearts and in your thoughts.

Let us hope they will never be needed again — but, of course, they will, in one form or another —
and, when they are, they will be ready to serve, proudly, once more.
Most FACs came back. Many did not. Some were heroes. Some were not. All were there, then,
when, and where, they were needed.
This memorial is to all — but especially to those whose names are recorded here — those that fell
in combat. These FACs gave their all — without hesitation.
The greatest human sacrifice is to give your life for your comrades
This memorial is dedicated to the 219 FACs who did just that.
Remember they who have gone before — as FACs always have.

This memorial honours those young heroes.

Amen
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RAAF FACs

Rank Name Period TASS Call Sign Units
Supported
1 Wing Commander  Vance Drummond Jul 66- Nov 66 19 Unk.
2 Wing Commander Tony Powell Dec 66- Dec 67 19,21 Jade 01 25th ARVN
3 Squadron Leader Rex Ramsey Jan 67-May 67 19 Ascot 09
Bart 97
4 Flight Lieutenant Pete Smith Oct67-Apr68 19  Sdewinder33
Drama 05
5 Flight Lieutenant Tony Ford Oct 67-Apr 68 19 Tamale 17
1st Group
6 Flying Officer Brian Fooks Oct 67-Apr 68 19 Issue 05
Jade 07
7  Wing Commander Barry Thomas Dec 67-Nov 68 19 Thirsty 07
Rod 01
8 Flight Lieutenant Garry Cooper Apr 68 - Oct 68 19 Tamale 35
. . . Jade 07
9 Flight Lieutenant Roger Wilson Apr 68 -Oct 68 19 Sidewinder 32 2nd Group
10 Flying Officer Mac Cottrell Apr 68 - Oct 68 19 Sidewinder 34
. . . Issue 37
11 Flight Lieutenant Arthur Sibthorpe Oct 68-Apr 69 19 Tamale 15
12 Flight Lieutenant Ken Mitchell Oct 68-Apr 69 19 Sidewinder 32
dewind 3rd Group
13 Flying Officer Dick Kelloway ~ Oct 68-May 69 19 Spnder 34
14  Wing Commander Peter Larard Nov 68-Nov 69 19 Sidewinder 31
Jade 01
. . - Sidewinder 35
15 Flight Lieutenant Doug Riding Apr 69-Dec 69 19 Slugger 35
. , Tamale 15
16 Flying Officer Pete Condon Apr 69-Dec 69 19 Slugger 23 4th Group
17 Flying Officer Huck Ennis Apr69-Dec 69 19 Tamale 23
ying P Sidewinder 37
18 Flying Officer Dave Robson Jun 69-Feb 70 19 Jade 07
. . . Slugger 13
19 Flight Lieutenant Chris Langton Jul 69-Mar 70 19 Sidewinder 13
5th Group
20 Flight Lieutenant Ron Slater Aug 69-Apr 70 19 Slugger 22
21  Squadron Leader Dave Owens Sep 69-May 70 19 Drama 02
q P y Slugger 35
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Slugger

22 Flight Lieutenant Bruce Searle Nov 69-Jun 70 19 Issue
. . . Issue 25
23 Flight Lieutenant Dick Gregory Nov 69-Jun 70 19 Drama 03
6th Group
24 Flight Lieutenant Ray Butler Nov 69-Aug 70 19 Drama 02
Issue 23
25  Squadron Leader Graham Neill Nov 69- Oct 70 19 Slugger 23
Issue 21
26 Flying Officer Barry Schulz Jan 70-Sep 70 19 Jade 07
. ' Issue 28
27 Flying Officer Ken Semmler Feb 70-Oct 70 19 Rash 38 7th Group
28 Flight Lieutenant Jack Hayden Mar 70-Nov 70 20 Helix 15
29 Flight Lieutenant Chris Hudnott Aug 70-Apr 71 19 Issue 27
30 Flight Lieutenant Frank Fry Sep 70-May 71 20 Helix 37
8th Group
31 Flight Lieutenant Gavin Thoms Oct 70-Jun 71 20 Helix 15
32  Wing Commander Colin Ackland Oct 70-Oct 71 20 |_I-||ZIII|):<%?
33 Flight Lieutenant Bruce Wood Apr 71-Dec 71 20 Helix 33
34 Flying Officer Bruce Mouatt Apr 71-Dec 71 20 Helix 24
9th Group
35 Flying Officer Chris Mirow May 71-Dec 71 20 Helix 36
36  Squadron Leader Nobby Williams Jul 71-Dec 71 20 Bilk 02
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LOST,:

TRANSLATION

A sense of humour was an essential attribute of a
Vietnam Forward Air Controller. according to former
FACs Graham Neil and Arthur Sibthorpe.

FORWARD AIR CONTROLLERS

Between 1966 and 1971, a total of 36 RAAF fighter pilots served as Forward Air Controllers
(FACs) with the USAF in Vietnam.

The early FACs flew the Cessna O-1 ‘Bird Dog’, a single-engine, high-wing, tandem-seat aircratft,
first used by the US Army in 1950.

The twin-engine Cessna O-2A ‘Super Skymaster’ was introduced as an FAC aircraft in early 1967
to replace the O-1.

In 1968, the USAF introduced the twin-engine turboprop OV-10 ‘Bronco’to replace both Cessnas,
but the O-2A continued until the end of the war because it was more suited to two-crew night
operations. The OV-10 suffered from internal canopy reflections at night, and the crew could not
operate a starlight scope through an open window like in the O-2.

RAAF pilots flew in all these aircraft.
Three short Forward Air Controller stories are included below.

The first two are by Squadron Leader Graham Neil, who was the Air Liaison Officer (ALO) for the
‘Issue’ FACs flying OV-10 aircraft out of Cu Chi in 1970. The third story is by Aussie FAC Arthur
Sibthorpe, who arrived in Vietham in October 1968. Arthur flew the Cessna O-1 Bird Dog aircraft.

The last two stories illustrate how easy it was (is) to confuse fellow warriors.

There are 488 real-life stories written by USAF and RAAF pilots who
participated in the Vietham war as Forward Air Controllers, and included in
two books titled, “Cleared Hot,” and “Cleared Hot Book Two,” (which are
available for sale at http://www.lulu.com. Just type “Cleared Hot” into the
search window), and ‘Hit my Smoke: Targeting the enemy in Vietnam’
Coulthard-Clark 1997, ISBN 1 86448 480 2.
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ATTITUDE!
By Graham Neil

GRAHAM NEIL, RAAF, CU CHI, 1969-70.

One day in 1970, | was flying my OV-10 on a visual reconnaissance
sortie in the Long Thanh area of Ill Corps when a relatively calm
American voice came up on ‘Guard’, a frequency reserved for

. distress, emergency, and rescue calls. Unfortunately, though, the
frequency was habitually misused so that it often became a common chatter net, as this story
shows.

The voice stated coolly, “Helicopter approaching Sanford circuit area come up 341 decimal 7’.
No reply. Thirty seconds later, in a more agitated voice the caller stated, “OH-6 Alpha flying
through Sanford circuit come up 341 decimal 7!” Still no reply was made. Nor was there any
response for at least another 30 seconds. In a decidedly angry voice, the Sanford Tower controller
came up with another call, “Loach that just flew through Sanford circuit, next time you come
through you come up 341 decimal 7! Do you hear?”

There was a pause for about five seconds when another American voice came up on Guard. One
could tell that he was a helicopter pilot by the rotor vibrations affecting his voice. In a thoughtful
and laidback voice, he called, “Heeeyy Sanford — you know what the trouble is? They just don't
care!”

There was another five-second pause before the rot set in and | will swear every helicopter pilot
within 50 miles radius passed comment on why or how they didn’t care. Calls like: “/ don’t care.”
‘I don’t care either.” “I don’t give a shit.” “I'm short.” “| don’t give a stuff.” “Where’s Sanford
anyway?”

The calls continued for about two minutes with more offensive expletives as time went on. One
could picture the frustrated and angry controller having to listen to the ribald and uncooperative
comments expressed on Guard. Eventually the calls subsided and the first helicopter voice came
up on Guard again and said, “See Sanford, they don’t care!”
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UNDERSTANDING ‘STRINE’ (THE AUSTRALIAN ACCENT)
By Graham Neil

OV-10 BRONCO’ USAF, 1970-71.

All Australian and New Zealand FACs had trouble in making
themselves understood with Americans or Viethamese unfamiliar
with the antipodean accent. The problems were highlighted when
using radio or telephone nets or when dealing with operators who
had not become more familiar with such accents.

In the Issue FACs hooch at Cu Chi we had three telephones - an ‘A’ Class telephone for direct
dialling to major US units in South-East Asia; a ‘B’ Class telephone for direct dialling to major US
units in South Vietnam; and, when all else failed (often), a ‘C’ Class telephone that had to be hand
cranked and that was controlled by switchboard operators at each base switchboard.

The switchboard operators were very adept at finding available lines to route calls through, but
the callers had to be quick to respond to any operator who, out of the blue, found any pause in
conversation and queried whether the line was in use by stating, rather than querying, “working”.
If either user failed to respond quickly enough their line would be disconnected. One morning |
had cause to use the ‘C’ Class telephone, but found it out of order. | searched the directory for a
means of reporting such unserviceability, but rather than going half a mile to gain access to
another ‘C’ Class telephone, | tried to report the failure to the 25th Division ‘Lightning’ switch. |
dialled the ‘B’ Class telephone and after about 30 seconds an African American operator
answered stating, “Lightning Frame”.

| explained that | was Squadron Leader Neil, the ALO for the 2" Brigade. | explained that our ‘C’
Class ‘Lightning phone’ was out of order and that | needed a number to ring and report it. My
unfamiliar accent, along with the different rank title, obviously did not help the situation. The
operator responded in a querying voice, “A Lightning Fan?” | again responded, “No, a Lightning
phone.” The operator again queried, “A Lightning Fan?” 1 again responded, “A Lightning phone —
a TELEPHONE!” (Rather tersely | must admit.) The operator shouted at me, “Well why don’t you
say so, man — 2477,” and slammed the phone down.

| was rather annoyed at the treatment received so | rang back the ‘Lightning Frame’. The phone
rang, and rang, and rang. After quite some time, the same operator answered, “Cu Chi 7, Sir”. |
said, “Cu Chi 7 — are you the guy who just yelled at me over the phone and hung up on me?” He
replied, “Sir, I'm sorry Sir, but | just didn’t understand your reticulation”.

My anger subsided — | thought — forget it, you have given me a story for life!
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GUY FAWKES WAS EARLY THIS YEAR
By Arthur Sibthorpe

FLIGHT LIEUTENANT ARTHUR SIBTHORPE,
RAAF, DONG TAM, 1968-69.

CESSNA O-1 ‘BIRD DOG’ FAC AIRCRAFT.

During my tour as an FAC in South Vietnam | flew 254 sorties in the O-1 in support of the US 1st
Division at Lai Khe, the 82nd Airborne Division at Tan Son Nhut, the 25th Division
at Dau Tieng and the 9th Division at Dong Tam. Normally | flew a three hour stint every day.

Often there would be little work available and airborne time could be very mundane, but the areas
had to be always covered by a FAC because emergencies did occur with little warning.

On one occasion | was operating in the Delta area at the start of what promised to be yet another
boring day. Ground activity seemed to be non-existent, so after about an hour | began badgering
the ‘head shed’ to see if they could find me some work.

Finally, the reply was, “OK, Tamale 15, try calling ‘Keen Razor’ on Fox Mike frequency. He has
moved into your area on a recce patrol and may be able to use you”.

Thankful for the diversion, | made contact and had a chat with ‘Keen Razor’, but gained the
impression that he was in the same boat so far as lack of work was concerned. He indicated,
though, that his outfit was about to search out a treed area near the Hotmont Canal, and that if |
would like to wander over and have a looksee, | might be able to help.

As ‘Keen Razor’s’ location was some distance from my position it took me a little time to arrive on
station, given the exotic speed of the O-1. About 20 minutes later | was in the area and could
clearly see the outfit on the ground as | circled. The troops were strung out at right angles to the
large waterway and moving towards a heavily timbered area beside it. | commented to ‘Keen
Razor’ that all seemed quiet and peaceful, and he agreed.
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A few minutes later all hell broke loose and the treelined erupted in a barrage that would have
done justice to Fourth of July celebrations. Either that or Guy Fawkes Day was early this year!
The advance suddenly became a controlled withdrawal as the troops hurriedly sought more
secure positions. Luckily for the troops, Charlie had opened early, so they managed to reach
reasonable safety with only a couple of WIA. Aimost immediately | had ‘Keen Razor’ on the air,
panting away in a voice considerably higher in decibels than during his previous transmissions.

“For Christ’s sake, FAC — huff — get us some air — puff. We have stirred up — huff — a hornet’s
nest — puff.”

| told him to get back as far as he could, then hit the deck and wait, since help was on the way.

Fortunately, the wait was very short, as the Ops people had been monitoring the transmissions
and were able to divert fighters going to a target of lesser priority. Meantime, | requested as much
air as possible, as this was obviously a major contact, and was assured that more aircraft were
on their way. The fighters were soon on station and we wasted no time in getting to work.

Because of the proximity of the canal and the clearly defined tree line, it was a breeze for the
fighters to flatten the target. This they did with great gusto — much to the delight of ‘Keen Razor’.
The subsequent air strikes were just as successful but, unfortunately, after the sixth packet of
fighters had finished, | had run out of marking rockets.

| called ‘Keen Razor’ to tell him | had to go off-station, but that another FAC and more air was on
the way. Although all was presently quiet down in the treed area and we appeared to have put
the fire out, if his troops did move into the target area, they would have cover. His parting comment
was, “Well, Tamale 15, | don’t know who you are, but if we ever meet, you’re on free booze for
the rest of your life”.

The moral of this story is that we Australians who went to Vietham as FACs did not get much
money, but at times were in a position to earn a big drink.

When RAAF FACs first arrived in-country, there is no doubt that we all had some language
problems in working with our American allies. Everyone knows that both Americans and
Australians speak bastardised versions of the English language. Australia, though, is unique in
the fact that there is little in the way of provincial accents throughout the country; while minor
differences might be apparent between city and country, in general terms it is usually difficult for
one Australian to determine another’s geographic origin by speech alone.

Americans, on the other hand, with their vast population and many States, have a huge number
of different accents, and this gives them a head start when it comes to understanding yet another
accent such as our own. Despite the Americans’ linguistic abilities, at times Australian pilots were
still able to confuse their USAF colleagues — as the following incident well illustrates.

It was one of those days down in the Delta area where, as Tamale 15, | was working for the US
9th Division. There was no activity on the ground and it seemed that the war had been called off
due to lack of interest. Boredom, in the shape of three hours’ searching for ‘intelligence targets’
(those that were there once, and might be there again), seemed the order of the day until the
‘head shed’ advised that relief was at hand. A couple of fighters were on their way to expend their
stores on one of these mystery targets.
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The fighters checked in and | began a normal brief by emphasising the fact that the target was
ice cold. A bet on the fighters’ ability to hit the smoke marker could be an interesting option. The
flight leader asked my position which | gave as, “330 at 18” from the appropriate rendezvous.
Time passed, however, and no fighters arrived. Then | received a transmission from a very
perturbed leader that went something like: “FAC, you said this area was cold. Well, we’re taking
a lot of crap from the ground.”

| looked around, but could not see any ground activity, let alone any fighters. “Your position, lead?”
| asked. “About 330 at 80.” “Goddam, lead,” | said, “get your backside out of there — you’re in
Cambodia!”

Then the penny dropped. It was a rather embarrassed Tamale 15 who had to explain to the flight
leader that he had mistaken my ‘718" for ‘80" — a not unreasonable mistake under the
circumstances. “No sweat, FAC, we’re OK. Be with you soon.”

The fighters arrived, the strike went well, the bomb damage assessment was liberal and we
departed good friends. | am sure that later the leader would have seen, as | did, the funny side of
what could have been a dicey situation.

But then, in Vietham, one always had to retain a sense of humour.
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NEW FAC WEAPON EXPOSED

Ideal Weapon for Interdiction

While breaking down a daily FRAG order from 7/13 AF, Captain Joe Demarco cautioned me to
‘read the whole FRAG.” It seems that every so often, the FRAG contains more than the daily
mission tasking. Joe’s specific reference was a request to submit ideas for ideal weapons to use
in the war of interdiction.

Responses to this query included the truck-dog, gun-pit dog, and jacks (from ball and jacks’
game).

The truck-dogs were to be airdropped wearing small satchel charges. The dogs were trained to
eat under trucks. Find a truck and the magnetic charge damages the truck.

The gun-dog worked on the same principle. Airdrop dogs that eat in gun pits. The dogs are trained
that they get food when they bite the gunner. The result would be hungry dogs in gun pits that the
gunners would not occupy.

The jacks were to be about three-inch jacks with pointed tips. The jacks were to be dropped on
the roads to cause flat tires on the trucks. None of these ideas were given Consideration.

However, one suggestion generated considerable study and discussion. FACs suggested,
“Drop bowling balls rather than 500-pound bombs.”

People began to discuss bowling balls and the discussions were
S - %ﬁ j insightful.

The first issue addressed was the question, “Are bowling balls lethal?”

Bowlers know that if you drop a bowling ball from waist level on your foot, it is capable of breaking
your toes.

Dropped from higher level should give the bowling balls more power; from ten feet it will break
other bones. If dropped from a high enough level, a bowling ball could kill a person or cause great
damage to a vehicle. Few would argue that a bowling ball dropped from 3,500 feet could destroy
a military truck.

Bowling balls are lethal. The second question raised was, “How accurate can you drop a bowling
ball?” This is a complex problem compounded by the delivery platform, airspeed, altitude, and
other considerations. After a lot of discussion, there was general consensus that an F-4 could
drop bowling balls at least as accurate as 500-pound balls. (Insert your own F-4 pitching bombs
story.) Relatively speaking, bowling balls are accurate.

The combination of being lethal with the able to be delivered accurately, suggested the bowling
ball should be given more study. The F-4 example was further explored.
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One would be analyst drew a circle representing the 50-meter

(16) 500-Pound Bombs diameter that estimated the accuracy of an F-4 delivered 500-pound
bombs. He marked the damage ratio for each of the (16) 500-pound
bombs the F-4 could deliver. He determined that there was a two
percent chance that one of the 500-pound bombs could damage a
truck.

Plotting the 500-pound projectiles within the 50-meter diameter circle
indicates that any truck within the circle would be hit by one or more
bowling balls.

Another person then raised the question, “If an F-4 can drop 16 500-pound bombs, why not have
it drop 500 16-pound bowling balls?”

FAC AFIT trained engineer took credit for understanding the warfare principle of mass. But, the
issue of how to carry the 500 bowling balls was determined to be a maintenance issue. An F-4
laden with bowling balls could kill trucks.

Theoretical gaming of the bowling ball option identified other exciting
facts about bowling balls. Actual experience has shown that a 500-
pound dropped more than 50 meters from a truck target, will explode
in the karsts and break off lime stone rocks that could be used by
road crews to fill in the holes caused by the 500-pound bombs that
damaged the road. Conversely, gaming showed the bowling ball
would not explode. During initial use, the bowling balls would remain
in the karsts and deny road repair materials to the road crews.

Gaming showed that the bowling ball would adapt when used for an extended operation.

After the bowling balls filled the cracks in the karsts, the bowling balls will bounce down the karsts
to land on the roadway. Engineers determined that the bowling ball should be viewed as a self-
correcting ordinance.

Gaming also raised the issue that because bowling balls did not explode, they could be used to
destroy or render anti-aircraft guns to be unusable.

They noted that guns hit be bowling balls dropped from 3,500 feet would damage or destroy by
the bowling balls. Also noted was the ability of the bowling balls to fill up dug in gun pits. Dropping
enough bowling balls will fill up the gun pits, leaving no room for the gun crew to operate the
weapon.

The study designated the bowling ball as an anti-gun weapon.

Gaming showed that as self-adjusted bowling balls are initially used,

(]
. the road crews would use them to pave the roads. However,
Seeks the extensive use of the bowling balls creates logistic problems for the
¢ roadway road crews.
’ The bowling balls don’t explode; they simply lie on the roads or

bounce down the karsts until they reach the road. The road crews
would have to do something to get the growing number of bowling
balls off of the road.
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Initial speculation suggested the bowling balls might be thrown into the back of trucks heading
south on the trail or placed on the bike handle bars of south bound bikes. This would displace the
people transported in the trucks forcing them to walk south to walk south delaying their arrival
about two months.

Further discussions gave more respect to the North Viethamese. Speculators noted that the North
VN engineers would quickly determine that the bowling balls should be moved the shorter
distance to move them out of Laos and into North Vietham. Trucks would be emptied on the trail
near the bowling ball surplus and loaded with bowling balls to be taken to North Vietham. The
bowling balls would stop the flow of supplies south to Vietham and Cambodia.

The manpower specialists contributing to the analysis noted that the
individuals loading the bowling balls into the trucks are not efficient.

They suggested the efficiency would improve if loaders could pick-up
bowling balls with one hand rather than two hands. Manpower
specialists anticipated that North Vietnam would begin drilling holes
in the bowling balls to permit the loading crews to lift the balls with
one hand.

The ability to quickly remove the bowling balls would be of great interest to North Vietnam,
because the expanded delivery of bowling balls by aircraft other than the F-4 would be possible
when the guns were destroyed or the gun pits were full of bowling balls.

Initially, the versatile B-52 would be used to drop bowling balls. Just think rather than over 100
500-pound bombs, the B-52 could drop over three thousand bowling balls. Nearly 20,000 from a
six-ship Arc-light. The C-123 aircraft could have been converted to drop bowling balls. The
C-130s, C-141s, and C-5s could also deliver bowling balls after the anti-aircraft guns were
silenced.

Energetic FACs (in and out of South Vietham) might enjoy dropping a few bowling balls. The
bowling ball is not limited to specific types of aircratft.

The dirty trick gamers determined that after North Vietnam started to drill out the bowling balls,
the Navy could drop predrilled bowling balls. After the loading crews adjusted to picking up the
pre-drilled balls, the Navy could modify a portion of the balls to have Chinese finger traps in the
drill holes. Eventually, workers would get their fingers stuck in the ball. The balls would have to
be removed at ball removal stations established along the trail. Ball removal would logically be
done with available road building equipment. It is likely that the bowling ball would be removed by
breaking the ball with sledge hammers which might be rough on the hands. Loading crews would
quickly notice team members with busted hands and go back to lifting the balls one at a time to
avoid having their balls removed.

Using all available aircraft, the Ranch Hand could be used to spray a slick substance on the
bowling balls that are waiting to be loaded by the removal crews. These crew’s efficiency would
be greatly degraded by only picking up one ball at a time and having problems dealing with the
sprayed bowling balls. Remember, a bowling ball dropped from waist level can easily break a
person’s toes.
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The damage may be more pronounced for individuals wearing Ho
Chi Min sandals. The ball removal stations might have to be
expanded to include foot repairs. Bowling balls could be viewed as
anti-personnel weapons.

To review, the bowling ball is a lethal weapon that may be delivered
as accurately as an F-4 dropped 500-pound bomb.

Bowling balls are self-correcting ordinance that can destroy trucks
and damage or render anti-aircraft guns unusable.

The bowling balls create logistics problems for the enemy that must remove the balls to clear the
trails before normal truck traffic could be re-established.

Removal would reverse the flow of traffic on the trail causing the bowling balls to be removed from
Laos to be dumped into North Vietnam.

Results of the initial discussions on bowling balls spread throughout the FAC community. Knowing
that the bowling ball was a usable weapon, every AFIT grad flying the FAC mission voluntarily
contributed to planning efforts for employment of the bowling balls. They quickly figured out it
would take about eight days of F-4 and B-52 efforts to quiet the guns in one pass area and
approximately two months to quiet the guns in all of the pass areas.

Calculations determined the optimal loading for the airlift aircraft. The details included information
on trade-off studies between using 16 pound bowling balls or using lighter balls that would take
up the same space blocking the trail, filling up the trucks, or occupying ground space in North
Vietnam. The lighter balls could be loaded based upon the maximum allowable cabin space rather
that max gross weight. A C-5 could drop over 3,000 more of the lighter balls.

Knowing how many bowling balls that they could carry provided the
insights needed to determine how long it would take to fill up the pass
areas. Estimates ranged between three to four months based upon
the availability of aircraft and bowling balls.

Blocked

Senior HQ staffers doubted the bowling ball plans because they did
not know where the government could purchase the required number
of bowling balls.

HChi Minh Trail

FACs familiar with Cambodia identified multiple rubber plantations that could be sourced to
produce the bowling balls. This makes the bowling ball a locally procured ordinance.

The balls might even be made by North Vietnamese road crews that walked south looking for
food. This makes the bowling ball a post-war recovery tool to establish industry and employment
throughout SEA.
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With all of the B-52s, C-130s, C-141, and C-5 aircraft dropping
maximum loads of bowling balls, the entire pass areas in Laos
could be completely full within 42 days. With continued delivery,
North Vietham would be literally covered with bowling balls within
six months. The rice fields would no longer produce rice because
of the bowling balls. North Vietnam would be forced to dump the
bowling balls into the ocean. Navy mine sweepers could collect the
bowling balls for reuse. This capability makes the bowling ball the
first lethal weapon that could be recycled without extensive repairs
and retrofit. It also requires North Vietnam to have their entire
population abandon wartime duties and support bowling ball
removal efforts.

The senior leadership at 7/13 Air Force questioned the bowling ball theory. Their main concern
was the fact that they did not personally use bowling balls during World War Il attacks on German
or Japan. The plan also suffered because use of bowling balls was initially suggested from young
officers that were actually, flying combat. The leaders knew that responsibility for weapons and
tactics did not belong at the unit level. One senior official was quoted as saying, “I think these
guys believe we can win the war.”

So now you have seen the capabilities of the bowling ball: lethal, self-correcting, anti-gun,
logistical nightmare in the target area, locally sourced, recyclable, and low-cost ordinance capable
of shutting down North Vietnam in about six months.

On the surface the bowling ball would work. Concepts of implementation were cautiously
forwarded to the Pentagon over theatre leadership concerns.

M - However, President Nixon personally rejected the

plan for fear of newspaper stories about the ball

“s Ba“s “anni removal stations in Laos and the potential headline,
“US BALLS HANOL.”
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