
President Ron Houghton DFC 
2502/37 Glen Street
Milsons Point NSW 2061
Tel. 02 9954 7000

Secretary Annette Guterres
15 Flavelle Street
Concord NSW 2137
Tel. 02 9743 5794

Treasurer Anthony Trayhurn
4 Fern Street
Pymble NSW 2073 
Tel. 02 9488 7436

Editor – Geoff Raebel 1/27 National Avenue Loftus 2232 Tel 02 9521 3070   email geoff@raafinrussia.com

Presidents 
Report         
Inspiring the 
Next 
Generation:
As  our  Bomber
Command
members  sadly
leave  us,  we
need  the
organisation  to
continue  so that
future
generations,
especially  our
descendants  and
the  descendants
of  our  mates
who  did  not
return,
remember  the
sacrifice  made

for  their  freedom.   The  name  BCAA,  the  banners  and  flags  which  will  be  passed  to  that  next
generation.  The days are swiftly running out, it is time to kick the chocks away and go into action. 

We need an outreach scheme pitched primarily to their grandfathers or uncles.  These two gentlemen
have a store of information banked away about their flying days in action against a very tough enemy.
We need to talk quietly to our children/grandchildren about those years to pass on knowledge and
information to them. 
Another  resource for Bomber Command Association could be the Air Force Cadets  who assist  at
annual reunions.  Our younger generation are currently up to date with computers, iPads, 3D printers,
etc.  We can have talks to air cadets as part of the outreach to events such as when they access to
simulators, or permission to go on to the flight deck of modern aircraft (on the ground), go to aviation
museums, go to air shows.

As our own children retire, we should be passing on the stories so they can carry the banner for us in
the first instance.
It is up to us to nurture the younger ones to let them know about Bomber Command,
its losses and actions taken in the air war over Europe during WW II.  
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VALE – Roy Pegler 467 Sqn, Gwen Michael – (Geoff 149 Sqn), Bill Mc Fadden 458/460/37/69 Sqns, 
John Fischer, Graeme House 15 Sqn Feb.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Ian Milnes – SA, Ms Jillian Clarke WA, Owen Mitchell NSW, Ian Coleman NSW, Stuart Walden  and
Roberta Fairbairn 

MEMBERSHIPS
Thanks to all those members who have renewed their membership in the last few months for 2017.
Our membership year is from 1st January and is $20 pa.  New member $25 first year.  Forms are
available  by  email  from  the  editor  by  email  or  mail  from  the  Secretary  (Details  Page  1).
Cheques/Money Orders should be sent to our Treasurer, Anthony (Also on Page 1) or Direct Deposit
to BCAA – BSB 633000 Account no.125530550, being Bendigo & Adelaide Bank Ltd, put your name
on the deposit reference and on first joining please submit a form so that we have your details.  [ED].  
ARE YOU MOVING HOUSE OR GOING INTO CARE?
Please mail, email or phone our Secretary to keep our lists up to date. 
COMING EVENTS -For numbers at events, Please advise/book  with Jane - 02 9974 4365 
or 0424 642 852
April 25th Anzac Day Royal Auto Club 89 Macquarie St Sydney 12.00  $70 each - War Widows $50
May 6/7th Wings over Illawarra Wollongong Airport – Albion Park
June 3/4th   Bomber Command Memorial Day Canberra
June 11th Bomber Command Memorial Day Sydney Luncheon after at hotel– Other States TBA
July 19th Winter Luncheon Doyles Watsons Bay - $32 on the day
September 14th Opening of the International Bomber Command Centre Lincoln UK (unconfirmed)
October 18th Spring Luncheon Sydney Rowers Club Abbotsford 12.00 noon,  pay on the day
December 1st Friday 12 Noon Christmas Luncheon - NSW Parliament House Macquarie Street – 

We plan to run a raffle as last year and would be grateful for any prize donations.  Last year 
descendants were able to make their donations in remembrance of their fathers, uncles etc.

EDITOR'S NOTES
If you are writing a book, I am happy to edit it especially from a technical aspect and of terms.  [GR]

IBCC (International Bomber Command Centre)  SPECIAL OFFER
The IBCC are calling for volunteers to interview Veterans around the world
to  add  to  their  Digital  Archive  for  future  researchers.   If  you  can  help,
contact our Secretary, Annette Guterres whose details are on Page 1.
 To subscribe  to  the  IBCC and receive  a  membership  pack please email
members@internationalbcc.co.uk 

Cover page Picture - Fighting High Publishing and aviation artist Matt
Holness  AGAvA  are  pleased  to  present  a  superb  limited  edition
“Daylight to Brest” print offer On  July  24th  1941,  Vickers
Wellingtons from 40 Squadron continue through hostile skies on their
way to Brest on this daylight raid.  These young bomber crews with little
formation experience struggle through flak and the constant threat of
German fighters pouncing from above at any given moment.

The print is signed by distinguished Bomber Command veteran Jo Lancaster DFC who was the pilot of
the featured Vickers Wellington S-BL on the 24 th  July 1941. Of the 100 bombers sent on the raid to
attack German warships, 10 Wellingtons and 2 Hampdens failed to return.  Jo flew 54 operations with
Bomber Command during the Second World War, piloting Wellingtons and Lancasters with Nos 40
and 12 Squadrons. After the war Jo had an exceptional career as a test pilot and was the first person to
use the Martin Baker ejection seat in an emergency.

Each of the 100 limited edition prints, is numbered and signed by artist Matt Holness and Jo Lancaster 
DFC.      Total price for the print - £69.95 (which includes VAT) plus p&p.
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£10  from  each  sale  will  be  donated  to  the  International  Bomber  Command  Centre
(http://www.internationalbcc.co.uk/) 

Australians attending the IBCC opening:  The International Bomber Command Centre is due to
open in September/October this year.  As an Association we are very anxious to get an idea of who
might be likely to attend.  This information is vital for any planning we do as an Association.  We do
not have information re Group fare tickets etc at this moment.  Please let the Secretary know if you
think you might be interested so that we and the IBCC organisers in the U.K. can begin planning. 
While fund raising for the IBCC Project which has been ongoing over a large number of years, many
might think that as the project gets close to the Opening that the need for funds has decreased.  The
Director Ms Nicky Barr was asked for an update and advised; -

•   The building of the Chadwick Centre is currently funded to the point where they have a 
watertight building. 
•   The IBCC are now trying to put together the funding required for all the remaining works 
which is about £2million
•   In addition they will require some subsidiary funding to cover items such as furniture and fit 
out (this is partly funded by the HLF) but will require and additional £800,000. 
•   Once they are up and running they will have sufficient back up funding and income from the 
sales to carry them through for at least 5 years. .
•   The delays they  have had in raising the money to get to this stage have meant that construction
and other costs have risen.  They were  hit by Brexit as the steel prices went up 22% overnight!

The good news is that they  are well on the way with the exhibition designs and the new and much
improved WEB site will go live in March! 

THE GOOD GUTS By George Aylmore
It was a real lottery where one finished up in WW2.  Of the 50 bods on 25 Course RAAF who were
inducted on 1 March 1942, only 5 went to the UK; I was one of them.  The remaining 45 spent the rest
of the war in Australia or the Pacific Islands, and of these, one wireless operator (W/op) returned to
Clontarf to paddle out Morse for new recruits.  Initially,  we went to RAAF Pearce for two weeks
before 5 ITS (Initial Training School) was transferred to Clontarf in Manning W.A. 
When we arrived at Pearce confusion reigned: Japan had entered the war three months earlier; Darwin
had just been bombed and a Japanese invasion was a distinct possibility.  There was a large group of
trainees who had been selected for pilot training, but because of the perceived threat, the authorities
were not prepared to have fit young men leaving our shores - in one instance, a draft was removed
from a ship just before it sailed.  Eventually, overseas training resumed and RAAF squadrons in the
UK and the Middle East continued to receive reinforcement; in fact aircrew in the pipeline were still
arriving in the UK after VE day.

Aircrew trainees in Australia were selected for training as pilots, navigators and wireless operator/air
gunners (W/ags).  In 25 course 49 wanted to be pilots and one chose to be a W/ag.  I got my second
choice of being a W/ag, and graduated in early 1943.  After some time at Mt Gambier SA and Nhill in
Victoria flying as a wireless operator (W/op) on Ansons with trainee navigators, I was put on a draft
for the UK.  On the 4-engined heavies of the RAF, the turrets were manned by full-time gunners, so
we became W/ops -however we would be expected to take over a turret in an emergency.
The first posting in the UK for the W/ops in my draft was to 2 RS (Radio School) at Yatesbury in
Wiltshire, to familiarise us with RAF gear and give us some operating practice; we did a few hours in
Proctors  and Dominies.   The  next  step  was to  3(O)AFU ({Observers}  Advanced Flying  Unit)  at
Halfpenny  Green  in  the  Midlands.   The  primary  object  was  to  familiarise  navigators  who  had
previously trained in the broad expanses of Australia, Canada or Rhodesia, with the very different
conditions in the UK - mainly in regard to map reading - and to give W/ops practice with RAF radio
gear and systems. I did 22 hours flying at AFU.

From AFU we moved to 30 OTU (Operational Training Unit) at Seighford which was the satellite of
RAF Hixon in Staffordshire. 
("Here, we give you the good guts!" we were told). Pilots, navigators, bombardiers, W/ops and gunners
were brought together and left to sort themselves into crews.  The pilots and W/ops in our draft were
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all Australians, including West Australian pilot brothers Jack and Reg Franklin, W/ops Alex Robinson
(of cricketing fame), Matt Gillespie from Collie and Bob Chester.
Pilots  going to a  Bomber  Command OTU would have been trained on Avro Ansons or Airspeed
Oxfords, so the first 15 hours were devoted to day circuits for pilot conversion onto Wellingtons; half
dual and half  solo.   During this  time,  of the other  crew members,  only the W/op could gain any
practice at his trade. The crew was then sent on daylight cross-countries of about 5 hours. The next
step was night circuits dual and solo, and then night cross-countries. Without doubt the most important
crew member in a Bomber Command aircraft was the navigator; if you did not stay on track your
career on BC would be very short, so OTU was almost entirely devoted to navigation practice. The
W/op was fairly well occupied obtaining a quota of QDMs (course to steer home), loop bearings and
radio fixes.

There  was a  limited  amount  of  practice  bombing  and gunnery training;  the  latter  involved  being
'attacked' by a Spitfire, and while the pilot executed the standard evasion manoeuvre known as the
corkscrew, the gunners endeavoured to 'shoot' the Spitfire down with their cine-camera-gun (CCG). A
break down of the 80 hours flying we did at OTU show 30 hours dual and solo circuits by day and
night  for  pilot  conversion,  5  day  cross-countries,  totalling  19  hours,  and  3  night  cross-countries
totalling 15 hours. There were 4 hours devoted to 3 sessions on the practice bombing range, though
sometimes a cross-country ended with a simulated bombing of the Immingham docks in the Humber
estuary. An infra-red source in the docks recorded the result on an on-board camera. There were 3
CCG sessions totalling 2 hours, although there were dedicated CCG sorties by groups of gunners.
At the end of OTU, as a graduation exercise, a crew would be sent on a 'Nickel', which was the code
name for a leaflet raid. In this exercise, each aircraft had its own 'target' -but more on the 'Nickel' later.
This, and a diversion exercise known as a Bullseye, totalled 9.5 hours; the latter involved an approach
to the enemy coast as a diversion whi1e a real operation went in at another point. At this time, there
were two happenings that were to change the composition of our crew. Our mid-upper gunner, Jock
Gilhooly, a Scot from Bathgate, West Lothian was on a dedicated CCG sortie with a number of other
gunners when the aircraft caught fire in the circuit. With fabric covering and nitrate dope Wellingtons
burned like torches, and a number of the gunners, including our Jock exited by the upper escape hatch
while the aircraft was rolling along the runway at a rate of knots. They suffered some burns, much
bruising and loss of skin, but survived to fly again some months later. Unfortunately the pilot and two
others were killed. 
Then, Jack Crone, our Australian pilot was hospitalised with pneumonia, so that when we moved on to
1668 HCU (Heavy Conversion Unit) at Bottesford near Nottingham we acquired a new pilot, and a
mid upper gunner by the name of Jim Donoghue from Kent. Jack Crone later lost his life on ops with
another crew.

All else being equal, a good pilot was better than an ordinary one - and there were some very ordinary
pilots in the Air Force - but on the whole the chances of pilot skill getting you home in an emergency
were not great. However, what was highly desirable was a pilot who was cool and calm when the
going got rough, and who had the ability to reassure the dependant crew. Here we had the good fortune
to have six feet five inch New Zealander John (Lofty) Groves assigned to us. Lofty was a farm boy
from Masterton, and as a pilot, captain and crew member he was superb. He was unusual in that he had
done a lot of instructing, had logged 3000 hours, (most pilots at this stage probably had 300 to 400
hours total) and came to us after an extended period of instructing at a Beam School. The term Beam
referred to the blind approach system using the Lorenz Beam, always referred to by the RAF as SBA
(Standard Beam Approach). Could it have been a German invention?
HCU was where the crews converted to four-engined heavies. ("They don't seem to have taught you
anything at  OTU.  Here,  we give you the good guts!!")  The aircraft  were pensioned-off  Stirlings,
Halifaxes and Lancasters.  We had the good fortune to go on to Lancasters.  This conversion involved
37 hours flying, and apart from 2 cross countries totalling 10 hours, it consisted of day- and night-
circuits.  Wellingtons had no mid-upper turret, so during the time at OTU the gunners shared time in
the rear turret, though they decided between themselves who would man the respective turrets on ops.
It was at HCU also that we picked up the flight engineer, Syd Faggetter, a Londoner. FEs were often
'scrubbed'  pilots  whose duties were monitoring gauges,  logging readings,  selecting fuel tanks,  and
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generally assisting the pilot, and because they had some flying training they would be expected to take
over if the pilot became incapacitated.
So, in our case, with 117 hours flying together as a crew -half of it on circuits for pilot conversion -we
were posted to 550 Squadron at North Killingholme situated on the south bank of the river Humber. ("I
don't know what they are doing at OTU and Con.Unit. Here we give you the good guts! ! ! ").  

[Looking for poems I happened on a large article written by member George Aylmore for Serpentine Aero Club – it went
on to say  he was still flying a Gipsy Moth at 80 – I remember  meeting him at Cunderdin WA having dropped in on an
Airshow! GR]

SIXTH  OP – FORET DE NIEPPE (Secret Target – V1 Flying Bomb launch site)
Over the next 16 editions I'll continue to publish short
notes of the trips made by P/O Michael Wilson, Rear
Gunner 466 Squadron.

“We were up at 3a.m. and briefed for an early raid  but
it  was postponed until  afternoon, taking off  at  16.41.
Set  course  immediately,  fixed  position  where  all  the
squadron assembled, led by F/L Stevens.  Stevens set off
again  to  18,000’,  along  the  way  picked  up  two
Mosquitoes as leaders and all 16 aircraft followed in
what should have been, pairs, line astern.  Arriving at
the target,  found it  could  be clearly  seen,  so method
planned of bombing smoke puff  not required.  As we

went away, the corner of the forest seemed to be burning well, only a tiny bit of flak was encountered,
returned home safely at 20.15, meal, interrogated by “Red” again. - courtesy  of his Nephew Daryl Martin
of Corowa                  Operation No 6    28/7/1944

VICKERS WELLINGTON
This newsletter is largely devoted to the Wellington
Bomber,  a  type  ordered  into  production  in  1936
following the German arms build up.  It was an odd
aircraft  using  a  geodesic  basket-like  structure
developed by brilliant designer, Barnes Wallace who
had  previously  designed  the  successful  but  short-
lived airship R100.  The structure was expensive and
slow to produce assembling a lot of small lightweight
components  which  could  sustain  a  lot  of  damage
without  complete  structural  failure.   Wellingtons
were known as Wimpys after “Wimpy Wellington” –
of the 1930s English hamburger fame (Rather like a
fat Ronald Mc Donald).

The design had a large scope for improvement and was kept in production throughout WW2.  It received
larger engines and it’s bomb bay could accommodate a 4000Lb “Cookie” bomb.  Old underpowered
worn  out aircraft were retained in Training Command for new recruits.

More powerful engines kept the Wellingtons in the front line throughout WW2.  While large formations
of  4  engined  Lancasters  and  Halifaxes  went  on
strategic  raids,  Wellingtons  and  Mosquitoes
individually provided diversions to keep the Germans
guessing as the small bombers tried to appear as large
formations and attacking secondary targets.  Former
member  Jack  Brown  of  69  Squadron  was  still
operating  a  Wellington  over  Germany  in  January
1945 shortly after winning an Immediate DFC.
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A TRIBUTE TO ROY PEGLER
Don Browning gave a brief oration at Roy’s recent funeral.  “On behalf of Dr Ron Houghton, DFC
Legion of Honour, the committee and members of Bomber Command in Australia and as President of
463/467  RAAF  Lancaster  Squadrons  (NSW  Branch),  the  Committee,  Veterans,  Associates  and
Friends, I wish to convey the deepest sympathy to Beryl.  Roy was Father and Father-in-law, Max and
Caroll, Roger and Sue, Pa to Natasha and Thomas, Brother to Gwenyth and Marjorie (dec’d) and
Uncle to Nerida.

Roy and Beryl were very keen supporters of our Association and attended our numerous functions and
interstate  reunions  over  many  years.   He
performed the duty of  Honorary Auditor until he
was  unable  due  to  poor  vision  to  carry  on  the
responsibility
Roy  was  Bomb  aimer  in  Flying  Officer  Kitch
Boxsell’s  Crew  on  467  Squadron  which  was
stationed  at  Waddington,  Lincolnshire  in  United
Kingdom.   He  completed  a  tour  of  operations.
Following an operation to go to Bergen, they were
involved in a collision in the air near Mablethorp,
four of the crew bailed out and the Pilot,  Flight
Engineer and Navigator stayed on and landed at
the crash landing ‘drome at Carnaby.  The four
members  who  parachuted  out  following  the

collision, I assume became members of the Caterpillar Club.  Good airmanship saved the aircraft and
crew.  On 16/11/45 their Mid Upper Gunner P/O John Stokes was awarded a DFC and credited with
having shot down a German fighter during their tour of operations which commenced on 29/10/44 and
concluded on 9/4/45.  Their tour of 32 operations included many long trips and deep penetrations into
enemy territory.  Roy was recently awarded by the French Government the Legion of Honour which
was in recognition of his service and dedication towards the freedom of France. 

Our friendship extends over 73 years, Roy will be sadly missed.”  
Lest we forget - Don

THE RAF FAULD EXPLOSION
On 27th November 1944 the massive RAF No. 21 M.U. Bomb Storage dump at Fauld in the mid-west
of England became the site of the largest explosion in the UK, when 3,670 tons of bombs stored
underground exploded en masse. 
Two explosions occurred where bombs were stocked in bunkers covering 180,000 sq ft of concreted
corridors.  The passages were 12' high x 20' wide and had space for trucks.  Inside the atmosphere was
'clear air' at 55F.

After  the explosion there was a mushroom cloud,
about  50  yards  wide  and  upwards  out  of  sight.
Mounds of earth weighing up to a ton in weight fell
to the ground.  Afterwards a fine dust up to 4 inches
thick  fell,  and  it  was  possible  to  walk  without
making any noise.  A crater, half a mile across and
100 feet deep was left behind.

According to the Commanding Officer of M.U. 21
(Group  Captain  Storer)  at  11.15  hours  an  open
dump  of  incendiary  bombs  caught  fire[secondary
damage – a fire on the surface?] and it was allowed
to  burn  itself  out  without  damage  or  casualties.
Property was damaged within a radius of 3-4 miles
of the crater.  
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The RAF inquiry found that the most likely cause was an airman trying to remove an exploder pocket
(where the fuse screws in) from a 4,000 pound bomb, with a brass chisel - causing a spark, which
caused an explosive chain reaction.
The inquiry rightly judged that "an airman was permitted to perform a dangerous operation in the
mine.  This indicates negligence on the part of the supervising staff present in the mine due either to
lack of knowledge, lack of a proper sense of responsibility,  or lack of proper direction from senior
authority."
Yet no-one in authority was punished; indeed, the then commander of Fauld not only stayed in the
same branch of the air force, but he ended up with the OBE.

In the area of explosion the earth moved! A 300-acre
farm  including  people,  animals,  tractors,  carts  and
buildings  was  completely  blown  away.  The  entire
topsoil from a square mile of land went up and came
back  to  earth  up  to  11  miles  away.  One  man  who
survived had been cutting a field of roots on the edge
of a wood; he reported that he watched as an entire 2.5
acres  of  woodland  went  up  into  the  air  and  out  of
sight.  Some trees  returned to  earth,  being  hurled so
deep into the ground that farmers ploughing their land
came upon them roots first. One man when he came
to, did not know where he was because not a single

landmark remained to remind him of where he grew up.
The cause of the disaster was not made clear at the time. There had been staff shortages, a management
position had remained empty for a year and 194 inexperienced Italian POWs worked in the mines.  In
1974, it was officially announced that the cause of the explosion was probably a site worker removing
a detonator from a live bomb using a brass chisel rather than a wooden batten.  An eye witness testified
that he had seen a worker using brass chisels in defiance of the strict regulations in force.

Seventy people were killed, thirty of those, civilians, drowned in a sea of mud when the local reservoir
collapsed.  Luckily only one third of the RAF dump exploded, an area of 65,000 square yards,  but
barriers of rock pillars between No. 3 and No. 4 sections held and prevented the other munition storage
areas from exploding in a further chain reaction.  Damage from earth shock extended as far as Burton-
upon-Trent where chimneys toppled and buildings cracked. Prime source Wikipedia

LANCASTER DOWN - ANZAC Day 1945
460 Squadron's last bombing operation was on ANZAC Day
1945 to Hitler’s Berchtesgaden. 

The Lancaster  (AR-M) flown by F/O H G (Lofty)  Payne
received a direct hit right under the bomb bay - luckily just
seconds after dropping their bomb load - one engine caught
on fire, and two were immediately knocked out and then the
fourth shortly afterwards became unserviceable. 
Payne ordered his crew to bale out through the nose escape
hatch as the fuselage had been flooded with fuel pouring in
from a ruptured fuel line.  Five baled out cleanly but when
the  Rear  Gunner  presented  himself  he  had  accidentally
caught his ripcord on something on his way forward.  Payne
sent him back for the spare chute but for some reason it was

not in its receptacle.  F/O Payne chose to crash land the crippled aircraft to save his Rear Gunner but
time was running out.  The fire in the port outer engine continued to creep steadily towards the fuel
tank, with Payne expecting an explosion at any moment, whilst the fuselage continued to flood with
escaping fuel. 

Turning into the wind he then had to negotiate some unexpected high tension wires - being close to
stalling speed, he chose to go under them, clipping them and shearing off the tops of his tail fins. He
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put the riddled and burning bomber down in a perfect crash landing in a field.  Both jumped out and
were immediately arrested by a bunch of ten year old Hitler youth nervously fingering machine guns. 

All the crew survived and spent the remaining weeks of the war as POWs - this story was extracted from 
'Strike and Return 460 Squadron Heavy Bomber Squadron' by Peter Firkins

SURVIVAL OF A BOMBER COMMAND PILOT
Many of our Veteran members will remember Bill Mc Fadden one of the founders of BCAA.  His wife
Meredith, “M” to her friends has written a wonderful biography of Bill’s early life through to the end
of the war. It is really a joint effort with a lot of Bill’s memories and letters home, quoted verbatim. 

I  knew  Bill,  but  not  as  well  as  I  should  have.  M's  book  of  140  pages,  traces  Bill's  life  from
Aircraftman  to  Wing  Commander;  from  his  training  in  Canada  to  his  operations  in  Bomber
Command.  These took him to England and the Middle East, including Malta from where he received
the D.F.M.  Survival of a Bomber Command Pilot includes images, drawings, and descriptions of night
bombing raids and details of many of the men with whom he served.
It is a thoroughly enjoyable read and the book is available from D M McFadden via www.mcfadden-
buttrey.com on  the  Order  page.    The  price  of  GBP  7.99  and  on  Pay  Pal  will  automatically  be
converted into about A$20.  If you have no internet access her contact details are Meredith McFadden,
PO Box 1685, Strawberry Hills, NSW, 2012 or 0403 180084.

NEW ZEALAND LANCASTER PROBLEMS
Members will remember when our Lanc G –
George had  to  be  taken  off  display  in
Canberra  due  to  wing  spar  and  outer  wing
attachment  deterioration  making  it  unsafe
even  for  static  display  –  she  came  back
looking better than ever. Our brothers in New
Zealand  are  having  the  same  problem with
their Lancaster in the aircraft hall at MOTAT
(Museum  of  Technology  and  Transport)  –
they have a large military and civil aircraft 
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Setting Course
Way up here above the ground we stooge along and look at the ground,

And we see the rivers far below, shimmering in the sunset glow;
And little twisting roads and lanes, and long straight lines where tiny trains

Are fussing through the countryside, with passengers all snug inside:
Lucky people Going home.

See those fields like tartan checks, green and brown and moving specks
Of workers scrambling on a bus: Wonder if they’ll think of us.

Heading eastward to the sea, as they are sitting down to tea.
Hurry on, you earthbound folk – take your ease and have your joke;

Lucky people. Going home.
You’ve done your job, we’ve ours to do we fellows in the bomber crew
We’re climbing now and flying – high a dusky shape across the sky -
A part of one big bomber force, for Germany we are setting course;

And there below in the evening light the shops are shutting for the night
Lucky people. Going home.

But we up here and you down there, the housewives in the market square,
The labourers busy on the farms and factory workers making arms-

The aeroplanes and guns and tanks -
And every airman in the ranks; here’s a thought for you and me,

Here’s to the time we shall all be
Lucky people. Going home.

By: Vernon Noble RAF via Keith Campbell who had a long trip home

display and is well worth 
a visit when in Auckland. 
 They have launched a 
public appeal for funds to 
start the necessary 
repairs. At the February 
BCAA AGM a motion 
was passed that BCAA 
put aside A$500 and 
request members to add 
personal donations via 
our Treasurer Anthony 
Trayhurn by cheque or 
Direct Deposit (Bendigo 
Bank BSB 633 000 A/C 
125530550) put NZ on 
any donations.  This will 
minimise money transfer 
costs; BCAA will make 
the one remittance to NZ 
when we close the appeal 

on 31st July.
Above: Lancaster with a 
Grand Slam bomb
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